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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

EARL OF CHARLEMONT. 

My Lord, 

I HAVE not the honour of being 
known to your Lordlhip.— My fole 
reafon , ih^n , for prefenting thefe 
volumes to you ,. arife^ from the 
refpect and eAeem I hare often 
heard the author of them profeis 
towards your Lordflupls perfon and 
character. 

Upon reading the following pages 
to' ikie ^ne day /he flopped at the 
end of a particular chapter, and 
exprefTed himfelf thus : ^ Swift faid, 
Th^ if th^,e;;Wej::e but a dozen 
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jtrbutAnoU in the world, he would 
burn his Gulliver. In like manner ,** 
added he, <* I declare, that if there 
were only as many Ckarlemonts in 
thefe kingdoms, I would alfo com- 
mit my * Primmer to the flames." 
So honourable a teftimo^ny a& this^ 
Aifficiently juftifies the preference 
with which I fubfcribe myTelf, ott 
this occafion , your LordJhip^s 

Moft humble 

and obedient fervant. 



THE EDITOR. 



•Tut arfUle will iisfoia iffklf in Jtiji ttme. 
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I HERE prefent th« public with the re- 
auiins of an maHikoT^ who has long en- 
tertaix»««l «fl<I amuFed them , and who haj 
heen the fubject both of applaufe and cen- 
fure — himfelf equally regardlefs of both. — 
He was a fecond Demoeritus , who fported 
his opinions freely , juft as his philofophj, 
or his fancy , led the way : and as he in- 
filled no profligate principle « nor folicit* 
ed any loofe defire, the worfi that could 
poITibly be faid* of the very worft part 
of fats writings , might he only , that they 
were as indecent, but as innocent at the 



fame time, as tbe fprawling oT an infant 
on the floor. 

And I fball give you here his own fenH- 
ments aboot this matter, which I hav« 
taken , #» ore fuo , from one of the fol- 
lowing pages.— 

<*And I, who am myCelf a perfect philo- 
fopher of the French fchool, whofe motto 
is E'de,Jifapis , do affirm, that writings 
which divert or exhilarate the mind , 
though ever fo arch or free, provided the/ 
appear to have no other foope, ought not 
to be reprehended with too wn^ikodifiical 
a fevetity— while thofe, indeed, cannot 
be too loudly anathematized, which aim 
directly , or even wtth the moft remote 
obliquity, againft any one p^rinciple of 
honour , morals , or religion ♦.** 

Thefe nc^es were defigned by the au* 
thor, to frame a larger work from than 
the^refents to bepubliflied after he fhottld 
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Ind himrelf— or the pnblie-^tlred o£ the 
fportire incoherence of his former vo- 
lumes :— but his untimely and unexpected 
death prevented him firom digefting and 
completing this fcheme. 

Thefe Cheets had been put into my hands 
fome time before this unhappy events !• 
correct or cancel , as I fhould think pro* 
per, «Bd he left them with me, on hia 
deathbed, to difpofe of after what manner 
I mighfchoofe— either to be kept among 
my mifcellaneous papers, for my own 
amufement, or pnblifhed to theworld« 
or thrown into the fire.^His exprefllon 
to me , upon that affecting occa£on , was 
equally elegant and flattering — 

>£t dixit moriens — TV nunc habet ifia 
Jecundurn* 

I imagined , that any tract of this au- 
thor, efpecially into which he transfufes 
fo much of his very foul, might afford fome 
entertainment to the public ; and I have , 
thexefoxe, committed thefe incorrect pieces. 
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and unfinifhed Cketches , to the prefs, 
vrithout attempting to make any manner 
of addition or alteration in them > except 
the leaving out of fome palTages , that were 
either unintelligible^ ot too plain'. 

And if there fhould yet appear to have 
^mained fome'othei particulars, which 
•the fcropulous reader may think to have 
seeded the fairtkev ufc Qt the JfyU, 1 am 
,▼01^ certain that he will meet with fut- 
£cient matter, in the reft of the work, to 
make the author's epology, and to feive 
Mo as a juftification of 
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A 

PRIVATE LETTER 

VROX 

THE AUTHOR to THE EDITOIU 
TO ONE m A MXLLIOH. 

J^ very g9od FirUnd^ 

1 AM juft retttrned from hunting •Vr thw 
hiUi and far away; and as my manner 
has ever -been, whether riding , walking » 
fkathig, fwimming, or hoating — and I 
dkr^ yenture to hold awagerthatit'woold 
be the Tame if I was flying— to revoWe 
thofe fubjeets in my mind, which I par* 
pofe, at any time of my life, to difeuGi 
in writing, your tequeft to me lately has 
occupied my whole thoughts all this rneni* 
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ing. Expmtrii gum Diatuun mmgU- in 
nwntibuSf quam Minervam inerrare, as 
Pliny fay». 

In fuch a memolriDg and memorable 
age as this, why not write my own me- 
moirs ? vexaiuf totiet, I haye'g6ne through 
« multitude of novels, within thefe few 
years pafi, and have attended , with moft 
exemplary patience and perfeverance , 
chapter after chapter « in hope that the 
next anecd6te mi|;hlf poffibly make me 
Come amends for the dullneCs of the former^ 
In vain 1 Modern noveliAc feem io be de- 
ficient , even in invention. We forgive them 
their total want of language, Byle, mo- 
ral, character or fentiment. 

My feries of life has happily faved me 
the entire labour of .conception. Fo^jJte 
mere literal narrative of my adventures, 
from the moment I was uncafed from my 
£rfi envelope , lill the inftant I fhall efcape 
from this fecond caul — fox the context and 
complexion of my paft life will probably 




tv'dald amofe and intereft ifk^ ^ jekdett i 
though recited in the fimplicitjr of my nurfe, 
the ftapidity of ray pedagogues , or th# 
tediouraefs of modem memofrifis ; who 
may be faid , according to Ariftotle's figure, 
Hyled Paronomafia^ to write mote pour 
Faim , than Fame, For I tahe neceflity to 
be a mufe that's fairly worth the Nine, 
and literary Fame to be lineally derived 
from Fames, 

Largitor ingenii venter, 

' ft By don't be alarmed at the word ifo* 
ran, which I have chofen to make the 
title of thefe papers. I am not turned Muf- 
fulman ; but I hate appropriated names , be* 
caufe they reftrain the language too much, 
and are apt to lead to fuperfiition. And 
I fee no reafon why my vifions and va* 
garies have not as good a right to be called 
jil Reran, or The Koran, as the invea* 




Hob* md ime^Itioas o| Mal^omet; whlck 
wexe.%led (b, in^r<^7 ai.bei0g..« eolUcx^ 
twn of chafitirs-^lot fo the word in Arabic 
l^ifies. 
Qut to proieed«» 
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THE K O RAN. 
C H A P. L 

THE CHANCE^MEDLEr. . 

£iS I am, at leogtband long-run j (afely 
4eliTered into the world, and £airly entec* 
•d into li(e» I think it high time how to. 
giTe 200 fbme account of myfelf— fo ofte^i 
promifedy and To long delayed— which I, 
fhaU do 9 in as few words as the natnra 
of the fnbject, and the writer of it » will 
pftrmit. SRe vir^ hie e/i gjibi qumn pro^ . 
mitti/aepius audis. 

I was really born — no doubt on't : for 
if I- had not, I fhould never have pre- 
tended to fay fo — But firft let me account 
for myfelfi in the character I at prefent 
Hand before you, as an author— which I 
never intended— nor indeed was ever in- 
tended— 4o be. I happened to become ono 
by mere chance,. 
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Chance has ever been my fate. My fa- 
tber never defigned me any manner of 
education. He 'was a brave Jbldier , and 
defpifed it. What a power of courage he 
muft hare had! So I learned to read and 
write 9 by chance. I miched once to fcbool , 
and picked up a little literature , by chance, 
I never meant to marry, and yet it was 
my luek to get a wife* 1 tiever had any 
patron, but was provided iot hy fortune. 

Chance; Luck , and Fortune, then , ba^e 
been my Clotho , Atrppoa , and Laehejis^^ 
and To I have aflfumed the cognomen of' 
Trid juncta in uno^^ — which is another 
chance alfo ; as I n^ver once thought of 
fnch a derivation^, before this very inftatit. 

But how an authbr by chance, prithee? 
^I'll tell yon, if you'll have but a little 
patience. 

C H A P. II. 

TflE CRITICjiL REVIEWERS, 

1 HIS method of dividing a fubject in- 
to chapters^ is an aclmirable expedient 
for your pennyworth wits, and your two- 



IL 



T H B K b R A N. tr 

penny readers. It ferves aj refting pauCes 
to both. 

Divifumjic breve Jiet opus* 

The Bible itfelf might, perhaps » to fome^ 
appear tedious , if it was not for the com- 
fortable relief of chapters. 

Befides, the intervals » or wkite lines, . 
as the printers fiyle them , help to fwell 
the volume like a bladder; or may be 
compared to an article ol potted Jaw-dujt 
itt a bill of fare , which helps to cover a 
table f though it adds nothing to the fea/i. 

Here now I expect that my old acquaint- 
ance the vv'critical Reviewers will be 
apt to remark upon this palTage , that thefe 
fpaces aro the mofi valuable parts of my 
books , as a blank is better than a blot at 
any time, with other infipidities of the 
fame fort. 

But let them prate ; for I have long fince 
brought myfelf to be very well able to 
bear with them , by becoming regardlefs 
equally of their applaufe or cenfure. True 
critics 9 like hawks , hunt for pleafure ; but 
the Reviewers, like vulture^ , only for 
pr^. 

The Koran. Vol. J, B 
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And, for thisrearon, I don't thinkthat 
one fhould be too fevere againfi the poor 
derils neither. They ought rather to be- 
come tlie object of our pity than refent- 
ment , who , like hangmen , are obliged 
to ejcecute for bread. And k fhould there* 
fore be a confiderable advantage to^a work^ 
to have receired their oenfuve — for an au- 
thor may fet what price he pleafes on a 
•book that has been condemned to be burnt 
by the hands of the common hangman^ 

CHAP. IIL 

THE UNCLE. 

I XttlNR I^romifed in my firft chapter , 
to gire you my authority in literature. 
Thus it was— 

I happened to have an uncle once^» wFmp - 
was a minifier of tbe igofpel , but hit only 
ftudy was politick. He had a laudable acn- 
bition to rife in life. Religion is undoiib* 
ledly aneceflary qualification for that pur « 
pofe in the next world— but is not fuffi- 
cient to help us forward in this. 

He took care, theiefore, juft to get the 
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thirty' nine articles by heart*, to enable 
him to fiand an examination of faith on 
the day of judgment— not attending to the 
good .old faying » Live and Uarn » die and 
forget all: but his maxims were , not to 
go 9 while you Jiay^^to live whilfi you live ; 
for at the hour of death ,fuffieient to that 
day will be the evil thereof 

In profecution then of his fcheme of life , 
he wrote and publifbed fereral party pa- 
pers, during the reign oi Sir Robert Wal- 
po1e» in favour of his minifiry — but Mam* 
flson left him in the lurch. They produced 
no effect toward his advancement. — They 
were poorly written.— Farfons generally 
write ill , even upon their own fobjects. 

He might better have employed himfelf ^ 
in faying his prayers — for, in thisfervice, 
whatever is well meant, is well received, 
thoogh ever fo ill performed : but , in the 
other cafe , whatever is well executed 
only, is well accepted of, however ill 
intended^^^This mortified our divine. 

Juft at this «rifis I happened to return 
into the country , after having quitted col- 
lege, and brought home Tome little cha« 
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taeler from the univerfity for parts and 
learniag. 

But I am hurrying the reader on too 
fafi. My ftock is fmall , and needs oecono« 
any. So I think that I have now wrote 
enough for this chaj^ter — and , in the fiyle 
ofaCermon, I fhall leave you to confider 
of what has been faid^'and defer the re- 
matader to another opportunity, 

CHAP. IV* 

ON M URD E R. 

f O R my own part, I have not the leaft 
notion how any man— or woman either— - 
can bring themfelves to commit murder— 
except y indeed , it happened to be on the 
body of a brother, a friend, a mifirefs^ 
or fome other fuch fond and deat connex- 
ion as thefe. 

Human nature revolts at the very idea^ 
^fomoch, that I Jinow not wh^ temp* 
"Nations can induce any pejrfon to be guilty 
of fuch ^ crime'^for temptation comes 
from nature, whofe Arongeft propenfity is 
the very reverfi of it. This vice then muft 
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certainly arife &om provocation only — be- 
cauCe provocation proceeds from the devil. 

Thus, reader, you may perceive— that 
IS , fuppoGng you \to have been attentive 
to what I am faying all this while , that 
I have here made a nice diftinctiou of it,.' 
between the ^e/h and the <jfe»x7— — Pray 
now-, pleafe you to obferve the confe- 
quence. 

The provocation then muft be of the 
higheft kind. This cannot arife fr6m any 
indifferent perfon. They can never /to* 
voke tts fufficiently — A man — or woman . 
either— d«f«rves to be hanged for killing 
fuch as thefe. No— A brother, a friend, 
a child, a wife, oramiftrefs, muft there- 
fore become the proper objects of our moft 
deadly refentment. £rgo— 

The application of this argument lu fome 
«Lthez chapter. 

C H^ P. V. 
TSJS MINISTERIjiL WRITER. 

JVXY uncle then employed me to write a 
]^aophlet«' in defence of the minifiry— 
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not ofthegofpel. I obeyed his commands, 
and put the manufcript into his hands; 
which he carried forthwith in his own name 
to Sir Robert. 

He approved of it; 'twas fent to the 
prefs , and procured the parfon preferment 
-^but prevented his own-— for it kept the 
knight out of the Houfe of Lords for the 
remainder of that feptennial. 

The method I ufed in that pamphlet 
was this— I collected together every thing 
that had been ever objected againft the 
minifter , from his firft entering into o£Eice 
till that time , and ipledixited every ar« 
tide of it point blanc^ in the negative— 
from my own certain knowledge and other 
fufficient authority -^ ASivmed myfelf to 
be no cfurtier , nor even acquainted with 
one ; but to be a mere country gentU* 
man^ ofan independent fortune , who had 
never before troubled his head about /yar* 
ty difputes^ vulgarly ftylcd politicS'-^buit 
fhocked at the licentioufnefs of the times , 
had entered a volunteer in the fexvice of 
roy king 9 my country, and the fuppotft 
•f minifterial virtue and integrity* 

I Affirmed t that the high price ^f jpio* 
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vifions^ fo lohdly comp^lained of, arofe 
from tlie xiches and alHuenoe f owing dailj 
into the kingdom , under the aufpioes «f 
cor minifier~and that the accumulation 
of taxes » like the Tifing of rents , was the 
Tureft token of a nation's thriving — that 
the drearnefs of markets , with thefe new 
impofis of government , neeettarily doubled 
indufir/^-and that an increafe of this na* 
tural kind of manufacture » was adding 
lo the capital Aock of the Commonwealth* 

I 'lamented th« fata) effects to be ap- 
prehended from all thefe heats, animo- 
fitles, and re viKngs , which , I faid, Ihad 
-good reafonXo affirm, were but a method 
of aeting and inftilling trealbn under cover 
—•Cot that, whenever the minifier wa9 
abufed , the king was attacked. 

So, pro'fligate parfons , whenever they 
Ml 4«to deteflation or contempt , inveigil 
agatnft t\m impiety of the times » and 
charge th#fpandal andTCproach they have 
themfelves induced upon their function , 
to the tttherfm-of the laity. 

This- book of mine has-been the eodex^ 
or ars politieai of ail the minifterial fy^ 
eophantt ever -finee that aera^for 1 have 
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fcarcely met with a paragraph in any o£ 
the ftate-hireling writers , for many years 
paft, that I could not trace iiaiily baekto 
my own code* 

CHAP. VI. 
ORIGIN OF UNCLE TOBV. 

JL HE income of my uncle's new bene- 
fice was eonfiderable ; and I thought that 
I had fome claim to part of the e mold- 
ments of it. I was amufed with hope for 
feveral years; during which titee he con- 
trived to get fome other ufeful jobs out of 
me — But my good uncle wa« a courtier, 
as I told you before— He promifed^ and 
performed , like one. 

This difappointment, this ingratitude, 
provoked my refentment^to the highefi 
degree— Here. read th^ penuUima ohaptex 
over again , and I'll wait for you. 
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However » this incident happened after- 
wards to turn out a good deal to my own 
advantage. — If I ean help others to livt 
bj my wito, faid I to my felf, one day 
that I happenedtobe in areafoning mood j 
what a fool maft 1 be , not to endeavour 
to manufacture them a little toward my 
own profit? 

I had been jufi then prieHed— I wrote 
a fermon, preached and publifhed it— 
But I hate to teli a Aory twice , as much- 
as others do to hear one. 

I then formed the defign of writing my 
own memoirs-*Why not? Every French 
enfign does the fame. If we are not of fnffi* 
cient confequence to the world, we cer* 
tainly are fo to ourfelves. We feel oui 
own felf-importance->and how natural if 
it to ezprefs one's feelings! 

In order to emhellifh this work , I drew . 
a fketch of my uncle's character.— «It was 
bitter enough , to fay the truth of it — fov 
truth it was — But happening to fhew thia 
trait to fome of my friends , they repre* 
bended me for it. — Parfons, faid they^ 
God knows 9 have enemies enough already 
—they need not flander one another. 

The Koran. Vel. I. C 
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No man brooks /ohiding better— >nor can 
I long harbour refentment. I hav^e no ini- 
nicalityin my nature — my blood is milk, 
and curdles at another's wo — I had forgi- 
▼en the man long before ; and it was more 
out of humour, than malice, that I had 
heen tempted , not provoked , to introduce 
kim on the fcene. 

I immediately changed my purpofe.— 
But, AS this defalcation had left an hiatus 
deflendus in my piece — for they are all bat 
pieces^^I fupplied the chafm of this dra- 
matis perfonae, by an imaginary uncle 
Toby, already fufficiently known to the 
world. 

Many years before this latter aera, I 
happened to fall into matrimony — «ftf^ 
thartaejilent — The modeft reader^ and I 
defire no other, will furely fuffer me to 
draw the curtain keze,— -And fo finifhes 
Uie fiztk chapter. 
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CHAP. vn. 

L E F E V R E. 

ASDnow it is full time to commence a 
new one — Iffat I am again precipitating mat- 
ters and things too hafiily. — I was always 
giddy .^>-T he reader muft have time aUow* 
«d him for digeflion*-let us take up my 
Aory a little higher. 

My father was an EngHPiman'^ and had 
a command in the army. He was Rationed 
in Ireland at the time of my hirth , which 
liappened — I forget what year — in the city 
of Clonmel. — I remained in that kingdom 
till I was about twelve years old-— and 
there I received the firfi rudiments of li« 
terature, from the kindnefs and humanity 
of a lieutenant, who was in the fame corps 
with my father — his name was Le Fevxdw 

Bat , indeed , I owe infinitely more to- 
him than my Latin grammar. It was he that 
taught me the Grammar of Virtue^^li waa 
this moft excellent perCoa who firft infiiU. 
led into my mind the principles— not of 
m Par/e/t— but of a Divihe — It was he who 
imbued my foul with, humanity, benevo- 
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leiic«, and cbarttjr— It was he who infpii- 
•d me with that vibrmtUn for the diftref- 
fes of mankind , 

** Which » like the needle true » 

** Turns at the touch of others wro« 

«*And, turning » trembles too.*'* 

«— It was he who inflructed me » that fem* 
perance is the beft fource of charity. — *Tis 
in this fenfe only, that it fhoald eTer be 
faid to begin at Aom^— -Readers , throw 
your gouts » your cholics, your Cenrvies, 
to the poor. 

—It was he who furniCbed me with this 
admirable hint to charity — that Me mor£ 

• perfon ufants, the Uf$ will do him good. 
•*-It was he wbo foftened my nature to 
Aat tender fcnfibility , and fond fympathy , 
Which have created the principal pains 
•nd pteafares of my life ; and which will, 
I trnft in God, infure the latter, ia the 
■•xt, without its anoy— Amen! 

This good man has been long dead; 
«d. In grateful honour of his memory, I 
A«ve mentioned hU name in another place 

• Mrs. Ore^iiu., Ode. 
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-* 'Tw as all I coptd I — I would haveplMck" 
4d a neitie from his grave » had I feea 
one ever grow there— For furely theve 
was nothing , either in the humours of his 
body, or the temperament of his mind» 
tluit fach a Hoii /n# tanger€ weed could 
be nouxifhed by » ox emblematic of»<— 

CHAP. VIH. 

A DIGRESSION OH Wl T. 

W^HAT is Wit?-.'Tis not a mana- 
factuxe — it is not to be wrought out of the 
mind, by dint of ftudy and labour, as 
feafo, reafon, and fcience are— Ideas*, 
with the very words fitted to them, rtatfy 
cut mnd dry , come bounce all complete 
together into the bxain , without the leaft 
manner of reflection. 

Even I hare fometimes faid things with- 
out defign, unconfcious of any kind of wit 
In them myfelf, till the found of the words 
has alarmed my own ears, or made others 
to prick up theirs. If wit had been hang* 
ing matter— and fo it might, for any great 
harm it wonld do-^I fhoold then haye in- 




^oned the penalty of a fort ot chance^ 
mtedley treafon. It. would have required 
time and thought to have expreffed myfelf 
ivrorfe— 'Oi accoTding to law — upon fudi 
.^•ceafions. 

What 15 the rearon , that hetwaen two 
'perfohSy of equal fenfe and learning, afi 
imagery Thall getiefally flrlke the one ^ and 
never thc-other?— That upon viewing ■ 
green field ^ flocked with new Fhorn fhcep , 
one man fhall fee nothing there But grali 
and mutton , and that another Thall re- 
-Semble k to a tanfix ftuck with almonds T 

That one perfon fhall plainly fay , of 
«f(ae day in winter^ that the fun fhinef j 
lint does not warin — while another fhalf , 
at the fame inAanI » compare it to a /e- 
-Ufel^ at cncff both bright and cold? tftc. 

Thus, you fee » that wit is only a douBk 
entendre. 

— What pity *tts , ladles .that ftauM^^n* 
tendres ate not always wit alfo ? — 

Nay, theprndifh Cowley has, unluekl- 
^y for ufl, made them one of the negative 
definitions of it - 

'•Much lefs caa thai have any place. 
At which a, vlt^in hides her face-^ 
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''Suck drofs the fire muft purge away, 

'Tis juft 
** The writer blufh , whene'er the reader 

muft." 

C H A P. IX. 

WHETHER I MYSELF HAVE 
WIT. 

X H I S point has been queftioned hy fome 
— One Biographer Triglyph^ calls me an 
anomalous, keterocUte writer — words, by 
the by , that fignify the fame thing ;~rays , 
that / have more Jauce than pigt* etc. — 
They allow me oddnefs, originality, and 
hamouT — but jdeny me wit. 

If by this ezpreiRon - they mean epi- 
grammatic point , perhaps I may have but 
litlle of it.^But,'l«t wU hefauee, accordr 
ing to good Matter Triglyph^Muft fauces 
always be poignant ?— Is not that efteemed 
the beft cookery, where the ingredients 
are fo equally blended , that no one parti* 
cnlar flavour predominates upon the pa- 

* The Trimnvirate , die pre&ce. 



9« T« B KO R A N. 

late? — Decayed appetites only rdquire lh« 
•Tbarper reafohings. 

They grant me humotfr» originality , ai»d 
'dereription.— 'What then is wit, if thefe 
articles do not comprehend it? — And if it 
if any thing elfe^ how little neceflary muft 
it he, where thefe already are? 

The aocieote llyled wit ingenut¥n-^c9if» 
pacity, invention » powers.-i»Mart<ial was 
the fir ft perfon who raduced it to a point 
r--and too many of the writings, fince that 
aera, of the^xror kriiliants , have beea 
(b very eager , that they have almoftyel 
one*s teeth on edge^ 

So far I am eafy on this fcore , whethef 
^ey allow me wit, or no. 

C H A P. X. 

X>F WIT, IN MORAL& 

S FORMERLY ufed to prefer Pllny^a 
Spiflles, and Seneca's Morals, before Ci« 
zero's writings of both kiads— iiecaufe «( 
the points of wit, and quaint torus ^ in the 
former^ — I remember , when I thought Qa- 
race and Catullus flat and infipid--but it 
was when I admisad Maitial and Cowley, 
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Flain meals, fimply dielTed, are oer« 
tftinly more wholefome foody than bighec 
cooked repafts. — But one who has indulg- 
ed , or tather deprav^ed , bis appetite , 
with ihe latter viands , cannot , without dif« 
£ealty , recover bis natural relifb for the 
former.— * We are juft in the fame circum* 
ftances in literature. 

' Tbe fport of fancy » and a play of words , 
may have, perhaps, this effect , to fix tbe 
fentiment more Arongly in the mind— but 
I feldom found that they carried their ute$ 
farther— 

J^mjr round the head, but enter not the 
. he€urt, 

St*ongphr«fes » and oppofition of terms , 
may fiore the common place of memory 
with apt fentiments, which may help a 
perfoA to fhine in writing » er conver(a« 
tioa ; but this wants the true Jpiendour of 
learning , the temperato u/u : while found 
fenfe and teafon» more plainly ^exprelTed^ 
operates upon us in the nature of an «^ 
teratiwe medicine-^tiow , but fure. 

And though, by degrees , we bound witk 
9ig0wr not our own t yet , not being able 
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directly to impute oar ftrength to any foreign 
affifiance , we are apt to ekerirh that renfe 
and virtue , which we by this means ac- 
quire ^ as we do the hekfs o^ our amM 
foi/fj— while thofe ae^mfitioos we make* 
fjj fhe hfilp of rsFnembcred mii only , 
are received into the heart as coldly as ^m 
ad<yptiint, 

I find myfelf moTalidng here» foizit* 
■whAt in the very ftyle I have been re- 
prehending— but I have not Aral ned my 
pen — fcrr^ when we condemn a fanlt — -Co 
earry on the vein^we fbould endeavour 
to make an example of ii. — And it may 
be applied to me , what was Faid of Jcre- 
my J in Love for Lovc^ "that he wa5 de- 
elaitning againA wit with «tl the wit he 
could mn^er^ " 

Btit witty I am henceforth refolved to 
be for the tefi of my life, — Lord, Sir^ 
refotution n a powerful (hln^; it has ren- 
dered many a coward brave , and a few 
women chafie.— ^Let us try now , whether 
this fame miraculous faculty cannot make 
ane paiXon witty — for a woader> 
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TRl GLrPH AND THIS TRAM 
^COMPAREH. 

OUT the author of the Triumvirate is 
fiill more fevere on me, on aceotfnt &i 

Come free paCTages in tay works Call 

Ihem not my works , but my Jports only 
— — and pleafe to let Mafier Triglyph 
know » that I was not writing treatifes on 
motals , or lectures on religion , at that 
time — I wrote entirely for the benefit of 
mjr oufn lieaith , and that of my readerU 
alTo. 

^ Bacon » In his hifloria vitae et mortis, 
/recommends cheerful and light writings t* 
be ready fir life and deatk^uid I will 
Actually get them inserted among the m<r* 
teria ntcdica\ in the next edition of tht 
Xonden Dilpenfalory.— Why f hould ' we 
find fault vvith the archnefs of any paffage^ 
thateeatrlbdtes towards lo falutary a pur- 
pofe ? what freedoms are not furgeons ob- 
Kged' -often to nfe, particularly iii obfie- 
4rica— >for the health or fafety of the chafieft 
oMUd or nutron} ' 
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^ome other philofopher recommends hdg 
-ntigae Xoo for the relief of the mind« 

Lujhs animo debent aliquando dari^ 

Ad eogitandum meiior ut redeatJtbL 

And I^ who am myfelf a perfect phU 
lofophei of the French fchool, whole motto 
it. Bide tJt/apU, do affirm, thatwritinp 
which divert or exhilarate the mind, 
though erer fo arch or free , provided they 
appear to have no other fcope , ought not 
|o be reprehended with too methodifiical 
-|i feverity^wbile thofe indeed cannot be 
too loudly anathematized, which #im dt* 
leclly , or even with the moft remote obt* 
liquity, againA any one principle of hon- 
our , morals , or religion. 

But prithee, ladies , is jiot Triglyph full 
as arch and free as Trifiram?— I fhall not 
take the pains to collate the feveral paC» 
lages together-«-nor , like friend Kidgf1» 
reveal t while I '<^e/tf— But is not his 
LXXXVIIIth chapter an ckef tToeiitvre in 
this way? 

He therein mentions the accidental view 
#f a fine woman ftark-naked— -^indeed 
he neither defcribes her petCbn« her limbe , 
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karcomplezioii, nor makes ofe of anjr ose 
loofe idea, or indecent ezprelTion — ~Bet« 
ter^be had-— — for then the offence would 
have ended there— But how is the reader's 
imagination inflamed, and his pallioiis 
emoved , by fympathy , with thofe effects 
which the fpectator tells you this object 
had upon his own fenfes and fenfatioBS ? 
To be able thus to raife a fmile , with* 
6nl a hlufh^ and to provoke defire with- 
out offending decenty^ is an art, good Ma- 
fter Triglyph , that is capable of uncalen* 
dering a faint. 

Stdley has that prtvailing^ gentle art^ ttt. 

Bat I do not deny the man his merits, 
is he has alfo the candour not to refufe 
ne mine— for though we are both great 
rivals, it is in a fentiment that ought to 
make us the greater friends-* We feem 
eqnally to wifh, and moft fervently pray, 
for '* Glory to God in the higheft, and 
on earth peace, good-will towards men." 
Ameni 

Bat to proceed — — 
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THE A B IXi A I L. 

yy HEN I WAf about tweWe years old, 
as I told jrou Kefore , my father and naethei 
returned into* England , and brovgbt aae 
over with them : I was then placed at a 
TCgiiUr rcbool— at mj own iiiOft ea^rnefi tn- 
Eance, ihreatcning, if refuted, to enlii 
mjfeLf among the ftrolllng gypGej p to par* 

chafe any knowUdgs: ^ mi any ratm — - 

From whence 1 was, m due lime, tians- 
ferrcd lo the univerfity, 

I need not ifoubleyou heie with a par- 
ticular account of my education^^ihe ke- 
■efits of it are rufTiciently apparent in my 

'waitings Let y ait r warkt ^ n^t your 

word$ , pr^ve yau » fays fomebody if 

Bot , I fay fo myfeif. So that my life is 
all that the reader has any right to calb 
upon me for here. 

In that large Seld, thcn^ I wai BrII en- 
tered by my mother's maid^This was bo 

Jtip af mtne — ihe hack'/Udltig was all her 

own- Alas! what wit had I? — And for 

this fam^ pas it is needlefs to roAke ^ny 
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■Banner of apology-^Menmu ft be initiated 
in the myfieries of iniquity , in order the 
more fafely to purfne the paths of rir-. 
tue— 

And if you will not take my word fey 
it , becaufe I am a Chriftian , liAen to whal 
Terence , who was a notorious Heathen^ 
Cays upon this fub^ect i 

Id irero eft « quod ego mihi puto pal* 

mariam. 
Me reperiiTe quomodo adolefcentulns 
Meretrieum ingenia^ et mores « poftet 

nofcere, 
Maturd ut cum cogn6rit, perpetuo 
oderit. 

Euxr. 

I happened to marry fome time after, 
and communicated my experience to my 
wife^^tf nothing loath , etc. 

It would, I think, be highly improper 
in me to add one fentence more to fucb 
a chapter as this. 
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CHAP. xm. 

ON LITERAL MODESTT. 

A S tbe world Teems not to be ebaritablj 
iBiioi^b inelitied to give me credit for tb« 
merit of tbe above title « it forces me bert 
to break tbrougb the Terjr rules of it , in 
order to point out tbofe inftances where I 
iiappenlo afford any rarefpecimen of my 
hUnfemnct, / 

The clofe of my laft chapter is a remark* 

able example of this kind. With what 

becoming decency did I drop the curtain, 
in that fcene I According to the rule of Ho* 
face, 

— — — — iVb« tamen intus 
jyigna gtri, promesin fcenanu 

And yet I have read Mearfins, Aufo* 
nius, and Martinus Scriblerus, I affure 
you'-which I think I may eonfefs the more 
freely, as you may perceive that I am 
not a bit the worfe for fuch dangeroui 
precedents. 

A word by th« by«— — — Precedent* 
are the band and difgrace of legiflatnre. 
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— Tjb^ are not wanted ^ to juftify right 
meafares ,— are abfolutely infufiicient to 
excafe wrong ones-— — They can only be 
afefiil to heraFds , dancing-maftert » and 
gentlemen-nfbers— — becanfe , in thefe de* 
partmentfl , neither reafon, yirtue, nor the 
Jalus populi , _oi Juprema lex « «an have 
any operation. 

Another inftance of my reticence j is, 
that though I brooght Terence upon the 
carpet , I did not quote that palTage from 
him , whe^e he has the impadence to fay, 

Non efi flagitium, crede mihi, adolef* 

centulum 
Soortarit iieque potarc. 

AoELPK* 

Which • though » in reality , not fpohen 
in the mere dictiomary finfi of the words, 
mi^t have, however , been qiade a finifter 
ttfe of'^.had I had any of that profligate, 
tufa ofanind, that has, fometimes, beea 
fo unfairly imputed to me* 

I lOfO a joke; I don't deny it-i-and 
whether 'tis ABiaei or a white one, 1 own 
that I do not always wait to examine. 
But what does this iignify } Abler perfoas 
' r^e Mormm. Vol L D 
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I alteviy mod religmofly performed — 16 
ma to be able , according to the* moral of 
the fiory of Protogeues and Apelies , told 
by Prior, 

-'*In life's Tifit to leave my name." 

Tbefe ave, all of tli«m, beliere me, 
verb, facer. — very pieafant operations : in- 
fbmuch that I am really furprifed men do 
not perform every one of them oftener 
than they do. — They are all of them, 
moreover , works , the moft exprefsly imi* 
tative of creation. — ^'Tis to bring order out 
of chaos , to elicit Kght from darkne(s , 
and to ornament and people the f&oe of 
the earth. 

Go to— ^go to — ^ye idle vagabonds of the 
world — 

Build houCes — 
Rear trees — 
Write books— 

And 
Get children — 

Endeavour to leave fome relative idea 
•f yourfelves behind ye-^fo that if pofte* 
litjfhoi^daot bapf en te be fovrf feir jroos 
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pofftsflioii of all one'tf facoktes? — ean a 
baCbfol peiffon be (b? While a little .alTa- 
xance, like the Tincture of Sage ^ gives 
a man the perfect poffhffion ofhUnfe^.* 

Can a man, who has a diffidence of his 
powers , either write , fpeak , love , or 
fight, as well as he who repofes a con* 
fideoce in them ? When we would call a 
reflection on the characterof a foldier^ need 
we ufe fe verer terms than to fay , he is bafh* 
ful — he is apt to be embarraffed on the 
day of battle ,^ etc. 

But were we to inTeftigate this fame 
imputed metit , in the fchool of philofophy, 
we fhould probably find that it has its 
foundation, not To much in the modejiy 
of others, as in the vanity of ourfelves. 
We natnrally accept this awe before ui^ 
as a deference to our ownfuperiour conCe* 
%aence, and fo ar« ^i^ flattered^ before 
^tpraifi^ 

As I am not much given to adulation 
myfelf , I never remember to have paid , 
*'a Iheaktng compliment of this fort to 
any one in my life." I have ever fat , wa1k« 

^ 8te Dt. VISXH advertiftmt at. • 

Da 
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guifking the Utter artlde* «s I might rerf 
fairly h&ve done, by the mechanical tech- 
nic of Pro-creation. No— iti that paflage 
you fee I hav9 kept quite cloar both of 
Pro and Con. 

And again-^where I come to mentios 
this lafi manoeurre , I only make ofe of 
the general word ^^f— inftead of iatro* 
duchig the obftetrical one of 3r^ef ; whkh, 
may it pleaCe your ladyfhip , would haft 
potated, you know, more directly ad rem, 
I am. Madam, etc. 

T. J. U. 

To the countels of ^ ♦ ♦ *. 

CHAP. XVIL 

THE LAPSXfS LINGUAE. 

XSUT , in general , I am not quite fo guard- 
ed— I mean . with refpect to my exprefli* 
onsonly : — for words fometimes efcape me, 
without correfponding ideas. I happen ua* 
Ibrtanately to be iafected witha certaia 
peculiar phtafeology , which, in the harry 
«ff fpeech , teas rarely «onunandr-rand this 
makes me often appear to mean what may . 
bn f«ry fax from »y ihc^ghti at the timeb 
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2 have fometimei fcolded my fervanU » 
and rated my wife and ehildrea^ with aU 
Imaginable rerioufnelj — and when I have 
been rhock^d at their appearing to tremble 
too much under the terrours of m/ wrath ^ 
^uok what, a morlificfition it muft have 
been — '*to a>man m a palIion"—to pex« 
#e|ve that'lheix fides were only fhaking 
with laughter,, at Tome odd image « or ridi- 
culoua exprelDon I had firuck out^ at a 
heat 9 unawares. 

The famecannon-ball that took off Mare* 
jfehai Turenne's head, carried away one 
of General St. Hilaire*s arms. — His fon 
fiaqding by , burft into a palTion of grief 
at his father's misfortune; who* reproved 
him, faying, ''Weep not,- my child, foe 
me — but for Aim." 

The generoue concern, and noblenefs 
•of fentiment, with which that brave man 
mufi hkve been- affected at that inffant, 
were fo powerful over my nerves,: that 
it ''made my heaft move within me like 
the found of a trumpet V 

*' So Sir Philip Sidney &ys of himftlf , when- 
ever he heard the ballad of Percy and Douglas* 

The Koran, Voh I, E 
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I happened to^ repeat this ftory onee 
in company, and it had \ti effect— till 
concluding it with tbefe words — '^poiatiog 
to the namelefs eorfe * with the omly hand 
he had left^'^they all fell a-laughing. I 
thought them hrutes — but quickly reool- 
lecting myfelf, felt afham^. 

Explaining the myftery of the redemp- 
tion once to a young templar, I happened 
to make an allufion , adapted to his owe 
fcience, of the ** levying a fine, and fuffer- 
'ing a recovery :" this fimile was repeated 
afterwards to my di fad van rage ; and I wai 
tdcemed an iiifidel thenceforward. 

And why? merely becaufelam a men-y 
parfon, I fuppofe — for St« Patrick, tht 
Irifh patron , hecaufe he was a grave one^ 
was canonized for Ulufirating the Tritiiiy 
by the comparifon of a Shamrock *^. 

* Sine nomine corpus. J^rg, 
**l!lif tielbil, or Trois-feuiUc. 
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CHAP. xvin. 

TO THE READER. 

XOU complain — that is, I hope you 
do — of the fhortnefs of my chapters — but, 
if you would have them longer , you muft 
take up with them duller. There are but 
few fubjects that can afford variety enough 
to entertain yon through many pages. 

Therefore, in fieps the good old fay* 
ing, with great propriety,, h^e, that 
*'two heads are better than one"— -and 
my arguments , like thoCe of Hydra , grow 
out of each other: as faft as I defpatch 
one , another fprings up in its place. 

But never fear, my good readers, for I 
fhall make this work as long as I can, 
though not fo tedious as I might. I ufe no 
attorney arts to protract a fuit ; and willi 
that the Frederic- code was to obtain in 
literature ti^ well as in law. 

You fhall certainly meet with fubject* 
matter fufficient for your money, in thefe 
▼olumes — but you will find them all undet 
the head , or chapter , ofjhort cauffi. 

Few words among friends are beft, they 

E a 
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•turned averfe, his arm ftretchedoat, and 
holding bis hat 'between his thumb , In- 
dex, and middle finger— -—as danclng- 
niafiers teach you on a falate— 'Over her 
Mojtpy — till king Don was fttmrnoned fros 
■council, to reftore this fame USajcfiy to 
decency again. She might have loft het 
life by her minifterial magna chaxta of 
precedent. 

This adventure of >mtne was thie fiWI 
thing that ever involved me in 'debt. I was 
obliged to borK>w two hundred pounds 
'beyond my own currency upon this ocpa- 
fion. I had no fufPicient fecurity to proffer. 
But Captain Le Fevrc; happened luckily, 
' juft then, to have Cold out ^f the arm^r*- 
I mortgaged the Jiory to him , and he lent 
sne the money. 

ile was not a man to accept of intereft^ 
To r made him a prefent. He loved reading 
■much. A collection of ingenious and enter- 
taining papers , fiyled The WorM^ hap- 
pened to be juft then collected together, 
and poblirhed in four volumes. I fent them 
♦^ *im, with the following lines infcribed. 
They were the firft rhimes I hav« cvet 
•"•m^tedtotaginmyiifc.-'^^ 
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To Captain Lewis Le Fevre, 

For one whp rafhly lent me cath , 'tis fit 
That I rhottld make a venture too in wit. 
In T^iOol throjuigh my pericranium fought : 
Butt'liaving he^rd, that wit is befi that's 
M . . . ' h^ght^ 

l^rpnt tO'DpdQey's for thefe prefents few ^ 
To let all men know I am bound to you* 
4Sreat Sawney wept that one world was ne 

fiore*- 
How happier you , who now may laogh at 

four! 

C H A P. XX. 
EPIGRAM. 

AFTER this cheerful manner hav^ I hi« 
therto paired through life» difappoint- 
ments , and bad health — but not without 
fufipering many feyere firictnres on my dif. 
fipation and unfbrmality. The lightnefs of 
my manners has been reprehended often , 
though it atifes really from the weight of 
my philofophy. What is there in life that's 
worth a ferious thought 7 And for the fame 
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area foil 9 item Jia^ing conceiyed A better 
^opinion of Providence than is generally 
reputed orthodtfjr, I have hetn fometiines 
deemed an infidel. 

Upon the preCent theologieal e^npnta* 
tion , ten fouls maft -be loft for one Aart'i 

. faved. At which rate df reekonlng, heairea 
ean raife bat Its cohorts^ ^ while hell eom« 
iBandsits/(f^/aiii^*. From wbioh fad ae* 
count it would appear, that though oat 
Saviour had conquered ileath by the r^ 

Jfurrection , he had not yet been able H 
overcome ^/i by the redemption. 

This furely mufi be mofi damnable arith« 
sietic* No — ao— I think , that if we fairly 
igive him all tyrants, ufurers, murderers 
both of life and fame , your hypocrites , 
perjured lovers, and every premier upon 
record, except Sully, Walfingham, and 
6tra[ff6rd, Vfh^ Jign9d his own deathwoT'^ 
rantf to Jove his king and country, we do 
as^mach for the devil as he, in all ^om* 



* A body of only jee mea. 
** A corps of 1000 tnea. . 




Jciencet or your rererenees for him, c«ii 
in juftice require *. 

I happened to dine on^e whh a friepd 
of mine. Wine was wanting. We fent me 
to the cellar. It had been hewed oat of a 
felid rock.'^At mjr return into the room:, 
I wrote the following extempore card to 
my hoft, and threw it accoft the table: 

When Mofes fir-uck the rock with xod 
divine , 

Cold water flow'd yoor't yields ni 

gen'rous wine — 
Bo tLX4h9m<irriag9feaJi, the Scripture tellf 

us, 
Th|it water tum'd to wine rejoic'd good 
lellows. 



*Hic fuibits invili ftatres, dnm vita mauew 

bat, . 
pQlfatusve parens, et fi-aus itrncxa client!; 
Ant qat diTitiis ibii incubudre repertis , 
Mee partem pofuire iiiisl quae maxima turba 

eft: 
Qjiilqueob adulterium caefi, quique arma fe« 

cnti 
Impia » neo veriti dominomm Ikllere 4extras« 
Xncluli paeaaa exf ectant.^ -^ ' 
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Some years after this ?ery harmlets fport 
of fancy , thefe lines were quoted againft 
ine , by a certain bifhop , as a proof that 
I neither believed one word of the Old 
Teftament, nor of the New. This fiopped 
my prefennent. I only fniled, and prefer' 
rtf^ myfelf-^to him.-— 

CHAP. XXL 

THE GOSPEL FOR THE DAT. 

Since I am in for it. ril tell yen aao- 
ther exoommunici^lt thingl did. Wbethef 
before or after, I forget. Is it any matter 
which 1 

In the city of———, the ehvrch was 
repairing , and the corporation of that town 
had accommodated the parifh with their 
Tholfel^ oHown-lioure* as a~«hapelof e«Ce« 
for the lime. There happened to have been 
an election for that city not long before. 
Upon which /?ferr<j/rf£feoccafion, tfa» wor- 
fhipful mayor, aldermen, etc. had notpri- 

oufly You know how elections are 

ufually carried on, and what admiraWc 
fe^^riiies ihy a.^ became, af late, for x>ur 
^»* liberties, and propeilies! 




I was among the congregation one Sun* 
day, when the gofpel for the day hap* 
pened Jio. be taken out of the nineteenth 
chapter of St. Luke, where our Saviour m 
fald to haVc driven th& buyers and feller f 
ont of the temple. An impetus of honeft 
Sadigaation feiied me. I took out my pen* 
ail, and wrote the following hafty lines 
1>ii one of the pannels of the pew I fat in4 

Whoever reads nineteenth of Luke, be* 

lieves 
The iioufe tfpniyer was once a den of 

thieves--^ 
Now , by permiffion of our pious mayor, 
A den of thieves is made an houfe ef 

jprt^er, 

I wa^ obferred. I happened to have beea 
admitted a freeman in that corporation foma 
time before this incident ; and haviiig been 
detected in the above Tarcafm , the mayor 
iiad my. name immediately firuck out of 

the books, ex officio merely without 

any manner of legal procefs or pretence. 

But liere I had no reaCon to complain. 
I had certainly^ in this infiance , been guilty 
of an impiety againfi the Irate tnity of this 
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Gorporalion^and they refented it tike men 
— — I am only furprifed at the infallibility 
<o£your diviM^^^ — 

Among whom there are many pions eja- 
culators, who think that 1 ought to hare 
been excommunicated long ago. HoweFer, 
I am fure that I am well enough entitled 
to be received a priefi, in the Perfiaa 
temples at leaft-^c^s all the initiated were 
obliged to pafs through a qoriciate of re- 
proach axld pain» to give proof ot their 
being free from palTion , refentment »- and 
impatience. 

« I am in the fame predicament with Cato 
ihe cenfor— — not in the feverityof his dif- 
cipline, I confefs — but in fhe patHcular* 
at leaft, of his having he^nfiurfcor* timet 
aecufed. But be had the advantage of a 
fairer trial than e^erl had— — foe he was 
as often acquitted, 

God fotgive them! fiut I feigive then 
theiT pray era » in t^tam, on account of ^a 
eld proyerb— Need I repeat it? 
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CHAP. XXII. 

TOLERATIOI^OK PERSECUTION. 

1 WAS rpeaking of tUefe things' tme daj 
to Voltaire, aud he wifhed me joy of tbe 
great happinefs and advaDtages of liTing 
in a coantry, where fnch expreflibns and' 
allufions , which ignorance or malice migbt 
be capable of confiruing into- treafon or 
blafphemy againft church or fiate,. could 
efcape the Inquifition or Bafiile. 

He then put into my hand hir treattfe 
on Toleration , which had been but juft 
publifhed. It is written, -like alibis works , 
with great fpirit, wit and learning, to pro vev 
what no fool could ever yet difpute, that 
pecrec{ition,ybr God* s fake y ia^a moft wick^ 
ed thing, and contrary to Reafon, Nature, 
and Scripture. 

It appears an extraordinary thing to me;; 
that finee there is fuch a diabolical fpirit 
in the depravity of Human Nature, as 
perfecution for di£Perence of opinion in re- 
ligions tenets, there never happened to 
be any inquifition ^ any aiito da fi , any 
cfu/ade, among the Pagans. < 
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That during (bt^ &%ea of ignorance and 
barbarity, while thu devil, as divines tell 
us, governed the CJiMrcb , equivocated h 
their oracles, ordained impunties, and 
eommanded humeri Tacrifices , brethren 
were not fct againQ brethren , nor natioi 
again fl nai ion , in cimlfury or in pious ivar* 
But that , as foon &.% it bad pleafed God, 
by miraculous inrerpofifion, lo take the 
ehuTch ioto bl5 own hands, fo fhocUio^ 
and Impious an aera fhould thence com- 
mence — (hat the word of peace fhould call 
forth the Fword, and |he. precepts of lore 
and concord produce hatred 4nd diffenfion. 

The Chrifiian fay ir/i-chriftian— — 

prieft informs me, the reafon of this re» 
mark able difference was, that the beatheoi i 
happened to have no one article ol bclUJ ' 
worfh the qqarieHing about-- as they uni- 
verfally Pup po fed the foul to peiifh with the 
body^/»o/^ ^^^^^^^ wAi/.^, was their 

iT k ^""^ '^^' ^^^^ *^°^® ^®'^» *™®°« 
exifit '''*'^"^^''^'' who admitted of a poft- 
^dJ*"J^ * ^t the Taine time denied an heli 
Hu^crLir^' ^^^' Gicero, /«/n «cor/, 

Thus ihen ^^^.^ 

' '^^^tmucf the good catholic, 
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while the? whole of human exigence was 
ignorantly fuppofed fo have been com- 
prehended within the pale of mortal life, 
peace, fnendfhip, and good-will, were, 
nioS e^Mainly , preferable to wsta , ehmiky, 
«ad«peifeeution. « 

But when the immoital foal. was onee 
j^vft onder the care of Chrift's Vicar here 
on earth — how totally unworthy to be 
ftyled Priefls of the Lamb, and Oracles 
•f the Dove, muft thofe divines be, who 
would not caftthe body of an heretic into 
the flames i* . 

- I cannoi help differing In opinion from 
the orthodoxy of this true catholic tenet;, 
and am more inclined to agree with Cicero, 
in the paflfage above quoted, though he 
was but groping in the dark himfelf.— Foe 
to beKeve a foul , and damn it , methinks, 
is not lights but lightning. 

* Tht popifli text for hroilhtg is takes froal 
that pafikge in Scripture, where it is faid^ 
hominem haereticum </ey/M— which laft wesi 
they conftrue into di rita tolicr<, . 
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e H A p: XXIII; 

Mtr' JRELIGI ON^ 

^fVHAT 9am iky own notidns «botttTa- 
ligion ? you afk me.— I'll lell yoa. — I aa 
mom OH' my deatk-bedv 
^ I havebotkcoiurittion aiKllattli eaougk 
Hi that article to become a metbodiA ^. and 
fpiritual. warmth fufficieni to render me 
«n enthufiafi that way; but tbat* I tbank 
^od , Iba^e neTer^etbeeniiifklied enougk 
to rufb into fuch extravagancieev , 

Falltons mufi be ootfil^ated by.padton.^ 
Therefore, yeatgrieirousfiiiiiers generally 
turn defotee9.<-*This is the. natural confe* 
quence of a fort of people , who, though 
a paradox, are comiBoA enough in life, 
•*fui creduMt tnukum, et pec4faKt fan' 
•'titer:' 

For my own part , I trufl that the gentle 
breez.es of the^eftablifhedorthodoxy of our 
ehuTch may be-ffrong enotigh tewaft my 
fo till' to heaven. -^i have-not fuch a^ weight 
of fin fufpendisd at the tail of my kite, as 
to require a ftorm to raife it. And, fince 
the ceafing of the oracles, I think tbat a 
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perfon may be infpired with fufficient |^ace^ 
without falling into convulfions. 

J, am a9 o«rtaiA that there is a God abore, 
as that I myfelf am here below. — My cer- 
tainty is the fame— for how otherwife did 
I come here ? 

** Tell , if ye faw , bow came I thus ? 

how here? 
"Notof myfelf." 

He muft love virtae t aad deteft rice ; 
Confequently , he muft both reward and 
puaifh. If we are not accountable cr«atures» 
we are furely the mo ft unaccountable ani- 
mals on the face of the earth. 

After the fpirit is fled, and this body 
perifhed in the grave » does the refurrec- 
tion of men combat thy vain philofophy ? 
Confult the caterpillar , thou ignorant , 
and the l)utterfly fhall reColve thee. In its 
firft ftate , fluggtfh , helplels, inert— crawl- 
inj^ on the face of the earthy and grolsly 
feeding on the herbage of the^ field. After 
its metamorphofis , its refurrection , a wing- 
ed feraphy gorgeous to behold, light as 
air, active as the wind, fipping auroreaa 

the K^TM. V0I. I. F 
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4tWf and extrActtfig ne€fareous effeneei 
from aromatk flowers \ 
' Has not the improbable faille of^ the 
H^^dra'a beads been long fince verified— 
fiay even exceeded, beyond th« bounds 
of the moft extravagant fiction, as being 
abfolutely contrary to the whole ^ourfe of 
Nature before known— by the polypus, 
which generates by ifection? — The ana- 
logies of Nature fufficiently point out the 
ways of Providence. 

Mufi «very thing be impolTible, which 
our infufTicience cannot account for ? — Are 
there not innumerable my Series in Nature, 
which accident reveals, or experimentaf 
philofophy demonftrates to Us , every day ? 
' And (ball we yet prefume to limit the 
powers of the Gr^at Authojr of that very 
Nature ? 

What was it that created matter? What 
lyas it that gave that matter niotion ? What 
was it that to matter and motion added 
fenfatlon? What was it that fuperadded 
to thefe, confeioufners^ intelligence, and 

* Pfychc, i« the Gre€k language^ figaifiec 
hoxh A butterfly, aad the foal. 
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fcfl««(ion?— What was it— Grea» God* 
what wai it 7 Refolre me, ye infidelt^ 
whatil was. Till tlien, be dumbi O faddtfl 
folly 1 

1. Lewenhi^ck , by tbe help oC hii 
^(Tea , Chews you certain fibres in the 
body of a full gfawn man, to very Hne , 
that fix huadred of tbem» combined toge< 
ther, bnt compofe tbe thickneri of a £ngl« 
luiir of bii head, 

s. He alfodemonfirates toyoD, through 
the fame medium , that a grain of famd if 
large enough to corer one hundred and 
twenty-fi^e tboufand of tbe orificet through 
which we daily tranrpire» 

5* Water can be made to freeze in the 
middle of fummer , provided ifaat 'tif 
brought clofe to tlie £re, 

4. A leti5 of ke may be ufed ^s a hum* 
ing-glafs- 

5. A line of hut an inch long, \s oapable 
of being divided into as many parts ]»* 
one of a mile in letiftb. 

.4. The fun ij Tome millions of miles 
nearer to u& in winter than in fummer, 
7. When a per^n travetf round the 





«artfi^ liis bead goes cnoiiy thoarand mllei 
farther than bis heels. 
. %, There are two tines » ia matfienuitie 
certainty, which may continue to approzi* 
mate, ad infinitum^ without e^en a pofli« 
bitity of erer coming into contact with 
each, other *• 

Prithee , now , my good infidels , is there 
any one article oF faith, in tbe 'wJiole 
Chrifiian creed, which appears to be more 
contrary to leafon or probability, than 
thefe eight foregoing propofitions? And 
yet they ate all of them capable , either 
of experimental proof, or matbematicai 
demonfiration. 

Can any perfon , who is capable of mak- 
ing fuch reflections as thefe , be ever Tup- 
pofed an infidel to either natural or re- 
realed religion ? They tnu& have a faith of 
incredulity , who could give credit to fuch 
a fuppofitioiL ** Quifiudetorat^** is a jul 
•xpreffion. 



* The aflymptotes of an hyperbola— See Ce- 
nlfi .Sections. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 
THE CONNER T. 

I HAPPENED to liave an intimacy oiic« 
with a man of fenCe and virtue ; but wh6 
bad y at the fame time , a certain indolence 
•rf mind , that faffered him to ac^uiefce in 
the opinions of others, without ever taking 
tike trouble to examine ihem. He had morci 
wit than wifdom ; and a jeft was an ar« 
gan»ent to him^ as well as it was with 
Shaftfefburj*. 

I loved and pitied him— to have virtue 
enough to a(^t rightly, and yet not fenfe 
fufficient to xudge fo. We have had fre- 
qoent converfations on this fubject.— He 
faVd often, th&t he would give the world 
to be able to think as I did , and begged 
my alTiEance^ 

I foon made him a deift, without any 
•t^er help than my own poor philofophy. 
•—I then put Duncan Foibes's ** Thoughts 
vpoh Religion /' into his hands **• He read 

* Who maKes Ridicule the teft of Truth. 
** Tlie argument he urges « it » Tiut f ]U?i99 
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the book carefully through, and retaTi»e4 
it to me , with this reftection , written at 
the foot of the laft page , ** Thou almoi 
•^perCuadefi me to i>e a Chriftian. " 

I then prefented him whh Pafchari 
Thoughts oa the tame -fuhject *• He re- 
turned them to me Toen after ^ with thii 
indorfemeat oat^e «OTer, **Iam not oniy 
almoft , but altogether fach as thou art^ 
«xcept IB the abfurd and. -imphilolopliical 
notion of tranfubfiantiatian;" 

Make a perfon bat a foHad moralift firfi, 
and it muft be then owang to indolence or 

tion , by the meanrs ef blood anfl facrifice^ 
which rilns tkrough all the Jewifli and Pagaa 
rites » was .fo irrational an idea., that nothing 
but an original revelation of the mexhod ofre« 
4emption , which was thereafter to obtain ia 
the Chriftiaii fyftem of Fr&vidence^ couJd <por. 
-fibfy have ever induced the beKef and prac* 
tice of it. 

*In his Provincial Letters, one of ^t 
itrongeft proofs he offers for the truth of Chri- 
^antty > arifes from the very obftinacy of a 
whole race of people ,— ftyles the Jews a Hand- 
ing miracle , becaufe they have ever fince re- 
mained under the remarkable delcriptioa of 
^ke praphetic curfe* 
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^orance, rather than Co nnpiety or ia* 
fidelity y if yea eaanot afterwards make 
liim becotne a Chrifiian. I have had tha 
•Tatisfaction , -e^er fiaee, to fee 4his worthy 
man ^dd faith fo good works , and lire 
An orthodox and exemplaTy life^ hoth la 
beKef and practioe. 

Which, that we may -sAl do, etc, 

CHAP. XXV. 

CHEERFULNESS. 

xT is tkis true fenfe of religion that has 
rendered my whole life fo cheerful as it 
lias ever fo reDiarkahly been — to the great 
offence of your religionifts. Though why, 
prithee, fhould prieHs be always grave f 
Is it fo fad a thing to be a parfon ? 

-*< Be ye as one of theCe /' faid the Lord— i 
tliat is,as merry as little children. *<TheLord 
loveth a cheerful giver*' — and why not a 
clieerful taker alfo ? The thirty-nine articles 
are incomplete , without a fortieth precept^ 
«njoiningxheerfulnePi. Or^ you may let the 
number fiand as it does at prefent , provid* 
ed you expunge the thirteenth article , and 
f lace fchis heav^enly laaxim in ih« room of itt 
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Might not the Archbirbop of Cafliol— 4E 
don't meaa this man by any means— Hato 
been a found divine, tboi^h he added 
the ar^h fianxa about Broglio to the old 
Irifli ballad*? Did the biCbop— not tho 
£arl-»of RocheHer*s poems , on the man* 
like properties of a lady's fan , ever im« 
peach his orthodoxy in the leaft? 

Heliodorus , bifhop of 1 forget where 

— was deprived of his fee, becaufe ha 
wrote Theagenes and Cbariclea. This was 
doubly abfurd in the pope. Here, his Ho* 
IjUiefs's infallibility happened to overOioot 
the mark. In the 'fir ft place, there was 
nothing either arch or heterodox in tha 
whole novel. In the next , was not the 
eircumfiance of a white child being gene* 
rated from black parents^ by the impref* 
fion of an European portrait hanging at 
. the £oot of a bridal couch , a corroboration 
^-if it wanted one — of the fcripture phi* 
lofephy about the Breaked goats ? — I begin 
to fufpcct, that your popes are like other 
gaen^ after all. 

Plato and Seneca— and fareljr they were 

* in ^cai& of MpU Roe. ^ 
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letb giAT« and wife cnovgh to hare been 
eoATeerated — thought that a fenfe of cheer- 
ftilnefs and joy fhould ever be encouraged 
In children, from their infancy— not only 
on account of their healths, but as pro* 
doctivc of lrae>irt06r; wbich it the literal 
tranflation of their yery words-* as far as 
I am able to conftrue Greek or Latin. 

Cheerfulnefs , eren to gaiety , is con*- 
fonant with every fpecies of virtue , and 
practi^ of religion.— -1 think it inconfifient 
only with impiety or vice. — ** The WMys of 
Heaven are pleafantnefs. " We adore, wtf 
praife, we thank the Almighty , in hymnt^ 
in fongs , in anthems'^and thofe fet tomnfie- 
too. Let «* O be joyful , " be the Chriftian's 
pfalm— and leave tho fad Indian to incant 
the .devil, with tears and fcreeches. 

When the Athenians picture Jin owl»^ 
as the bird of wifdom, they never meant 
the fcreech-owl Hirely. But , indeed , I 
think , with their leave ,, that the fpariow 
would hAve>.been a. fitter emblem of true 
wifdom , as being the merrieft and mbft 
Joving bird of the air. 

There have been, fome popes who would 

The Koraiu Vol I. G 
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have excommanioited me for fach an al* 
laiion as this. 

CHAP. XXVL 

A SAD REFLECTION. 

X HAT there (hould ever be fo much 
irreligion in the world ! that thofe— for this 
renders the evil irremediable— wbefe 
greateft intereft h muft certainly be to 
ftrengthen and fnpport this great » this only 
bulwark of our lives and properties, 
fhould become the greateft examples » and 
principal encouragers, of infidelity i— 

I mean thofe» whom the world, by a 
Arange abufe of terms , ft^les the Great. 
Thefe have certainly an higher fiake, at 
the hazard of vice , immorality , and im- 
piety, than perfons ia the middle ranks 
of life — who happily ftand a phalanx be* 
tween them andvthe vulgar. 

And yet-^ other knaves but faerifice their 
fpiritual to their temporal intereft. Thefe 
moft efpecial worthies, at once both knaves% 
and fools, equally fquander both. Good 
lack \ good lackl^But men are wor(e than 
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ikey need be, though there were neithei 
kell nor gibbet in the qoeftion. 

-Such thoughts and reflections as thefe 
might well becomr a. fermjon. Bui novels 
are more read at prefent than ferious dlf- 
eourCes. I nuift ,. therefore , ufe the raoA 
conrenient vehicle for inftructioni^imitat- 
ing Do«toc Young, who wrote a play , foe 
the propagation of the gofpel *• And I fhall 
ever take care , for the reft of my life , that 
aU my writings fhall be,, if not feunoni€» 
Jermoni propriora at leaft.. 

But enough , for the prefent ,. of my fen- 
timents and. opinions ; and let us go on • 
little farther with the feries of Cmall ad* 
ventures in mj dtfultory life.. 

CHAP. xxvn. 

i5UT, as my whole fcheme of life is p1ea» 
fure , 1 fometimes indulge myfelf in the 

'* The Brothers— the profits of which he cen- 
lecrated to the focietyfer propagating the gofpel< 
in* £Mreign perts. 
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dear .and heart felt enjoy meots of melaa* 
choly. I weep gladly , I giro my tears , not 
grudgingly , nor of neeeffity , bat , like my 
alms, with cheerfulnefs. 

Were I to be anatomized anew , I do 
moft folemnly declare , that I woald fooner 
part with my rifible than my flebilile mnf- 
eles. Sympathy is the great magnet — — « 
the cement of life. And my concord is 
fironger with the wretched than the. happy 
-**for philanthropy is my primum mobiie ^ 
and pity is an augment to paflton. 

I can treat myfelf, whenever I pleafe. 
I have I6'ft fome friends ! I can call fpirits 
from the vjlAy deep«— firike at my breaft. 
and find them ^ere— Poor Le Feyre ! un- 
happy Maria! my loft, my ever dear 
Eliza ! 

Or, I can read Samfon AgpniAes. He 
mnft have either a weak head , o^ firong 
eyes^ who can perufe the firft fpeech of 
thai poem without tears— ^paiticularly th« 
latter part of it, where he laments hisiofs 
of fight. Milton wrote it from his own 
feelings-^and his blindnefs has often dim« 
med my fight. 

But whenever I have a mind for a tho- 
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rough feaft of weeping, I need only tttm 
OTer to the hiftory of Sir Thomas More's 
life,jLnd read that paflage in il, where 
his daughter, Mrs. Roper, meets him in 
the fireet, returning to the Tower imme* 
diately after his condemnatioa-— — >My fa- 
ther! Oh! my father! 

Sad luxury , to vulgar min3f unknown ! 

The mere title of a book , long fiace loft , 
Ay led ' * Lamentatio gloriofi Regis Sdvdrdi 
deKarnarvan^ quam edidit tempore faue 
inemn^rationis " — The lamentation of the 
glorious King Edward of Kamarvan , which 
he eompofed during his imprifonment-- > 
funk my fpirits for a whole day. The op- . 
pofition between the two firfi words (in 
the Latin ) , and then again between the 
third and laft, affeeted me greatly. And 
though it was a very old fiory , I could 
aot help feeling, for fome time, eiS if I 
had heard fome bad news. 

But fuch things as thefe have not their 
effect upon every one. The many read 
only with their eyps , and fiear only with 
their ears. The few perufe with their whole 
^ul , and liften with all their feelings. In- 
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inition and fenfibility are tbe only organ* 
■of genius or erf virtue. 

The general hardnePs of heart one naeets 
-with among mankind , might tempt ns to 
give credit to (he old fable of Deucalion , 
and itippofe men to be generated from 
Aones. Or, one might fancy the world to 
■be^rown fo^orrupt of late , that the faered 
perfon who had taken the falTation of 
mankind upon himfelf , has thought fit to 
entrnft only a few, now-a-days, with tho 
keeping of their own foals ; and h«s kindly 
taken out thofe of the many , and k>eked 
lliem op fafe , in Umbo patrum , out o£ 
iiarm's way, tiH the day of judgnaiont. 

tiowoTer, I dare fiot long, nor often, 
teioice in this luxury of wo« My nerves 
are weak. I can command my mirth, but 
not refirain my melancholy. 

CHAP. XXVIIL 
SENSIBILlXr. 

W^HEN I kave been reading tragedy^ 
or affecting paffages inhiftory, poetry, ox 
-e^Fon in romanet, «load before others » my 
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eyes have filled , and my voice has falter* 
ed. I attended for the fame effect in my 
auditon-^bnt » infiead ot tears at my re* 
cital f have frequently found them laughing 
at my emotion. 

1 have retired afhamed — not at them , 
but at myfelf. I have fufpected my owa 
weaknefs, rather than theirs — and the 
vanity of imagiaing I had Cyropathized 
with angels , has been funk into the kumi- 
tiating idea of my being fufceptible of a 
greater feible than mortals— 1 have began 
to doubt the ftren|;th of my own intellects « 
aady for fome time, kept a jealous guard 
ov«r all my words and actioBs. 

But the countenance and feBtiment ef 
a few fuperiour fpirits have ^for a while^ 
given me confidence once more. Again I 
bare attempted the fame experiment, and 
have again been banifhed to the fame 
mortifying reflections— endeavouring fiili 
to fteel my heart agaiott another's we— 
in vaia. 

Fine fieeltngs are laughed at by the world, 
and ridiculed by the ftoioal philofophy, 
as a weakneCi. This is too apt to pat deli- 
cate minds eut of countenance ; who , in 
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4>rder to appear wKe , conceal their fenft. 
btlity , and affect a character ahove hnmaa 
nature , from the example of th«fe oolj 
who are below it* 



CHAP. XXDC.. 

jt REFLECTION ON MFSELK 

yVR AT an hard fate is mine! wll& d| 
the fpirit, the frolic, the cheerfdilaele » Ag 
tender affections of youth, not to 
nerves* refponfible to my feelings!-— I wMk 
them not for my. own enjoymenta— Mi 
would have activity and vigour for tht 
fole purpofes of others. 

I look wififully of(en at young 
This is one of the thinga that bee 
mifconftrued in me. The world are Wk 
bad grammarians of my principle! ot 
racter. ^Tis not their beauty I eoiretflilft 
their youth I envy. I look as fo&ifljr 
eaen too^-yet am no pathic. I ktfs Ultft 
children as I meet them in the ftreeta^ 
but am no kidnapp^ : I would liic# 







wmm 



•t H B K O R A TC. #1 

^hem , Kke old Hermippns *, if I could— 
'teot for the fake of life — but love. 

'Twould found like blafphemy , to fa^r 
•what I would do or fuffec for tlio fake <ff 
^lankind. 



CHAP. XXX. 

Continuation x)f Chapter XXVII* 

THE JflAD LOVER. 

~~\j^ 1 can recollect fome fcenes of mad* . 
ti^fs I have— not purpofely— >been a- wit- 
neCi of — particularly one 9 of a Cambridge 
f«kolar, who had unhappily fallen in lovto 
with his own fifier. His paflTion and defpak 
bad proved too ftron^ for his virtue or hia 
ceafon. 

<< Was not Juno both wifoxand fifter ^ 
fovdf Adam aAd Eve were furely nearor 
relations than we are. Their children, at 
ieaft, were l>rothers and Jfters— ahd yet 
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^ He Is fald tp have attained to ta extreme 
*SC , by playing coniiaatly with boys and {[irls-« 
aonrtfliiac hi* old lunce with tlw btlCamiS 
^fflavia of iheir foiuKC breatlu. 
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^cre wedded to each other. Were not 
Amoon andThamar married — oi as good? 
Tttch marriages as it was thought proper 
to permit ia thofe times. The mode^ in- 
deed » is changed now-a-days. And why? 
'*Twere impious to fay, that Omnipotence 
was under a neceiTity 'of difpenfing with 
^necefla^ forms in the beginning. He could 
•hare created a parfon, Tooner than he 
would have .permitted a, crime* If Sarah 
was not Abraham's fifter » he certainly told 
A meR damnable Ke lo Abimelech.'* 

When they told him , in order to ^oiet 
hia impatience, that hisififter w^as dead, 
he (veore it was impoflible , becaufe that 
•he hlmfelf continued ftill alive. ** We art 
4ilready one fleCh/' Taid he, <*and the 
fympathy is to ftrong between us , that 2 
Iwow when fhe is hungry « waiies , fneeses, 

or .She had a diabetes about half a 

y eat -ago, and it had Wkp to have killed 
«ie ; "but I drank plentifully of marfhmal- 
lows tea, and it effectually cured her. She 
flectps ill a*iughts« and it breaks my refi« 
She has foul dreams fometimes — I am an^ 
gry. with her for that. I have done all in 
my power," eontiaued -he^ <<by iaftiag 
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-and "prayer, to cure this wiokednefs in 
-myfelf ; but her wantonaefs is too ftrong 
for me.*' 

Moft of thoPe who were prerent laughed 
mach at all this extravagance. I wept. 
One of the eompany obferyiog my emotion, 
faid^ I prefDme, Sir, that you know thie 
poor gentleman. Yes, IrepUed, reoolleot- 
ing myfetf , better than he does himfel^ 

1 walked immediately out of the roontt 
I am fenfible of a fympathy ia my own 
nature , even ftronger >than hi».. I feel for 
atl the ills and ailsof thofe who are neither 
my 'brothers nor my fifteis , except in the 
fcripture ferife. 

The Mahometans hare a venerafion for 
ionaties — faying, *<That God hath favour- 
ably deprived them of their fenfes , in order 
to render them guiUlefs lofia/' I aoM* 
MnlTnlmaa. 

C H A P. XXXI. 
DOCTOR SWIFT. 

JL IS natural to ^ak of a thing » wlieft 
one thinks of it. in truth » nnlefs tme ii 
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'Apt to fpeak without any thought at all , 
'how is it poflible to do it at any other 
time ? 

But the fubject of my \$fi, chapter has 
^brought the biography of Doctor Swift in- 
j to my -mind. It is worthy to be remariied, 

\ that'this extraordinary perfon, in his voy- 
•Age to Laputa , fpeaking of .people 'who 
bad loft their fenfes, adds, *** which is a 
^fisene thkt never fails to render me melaa- 
«choly." 

* In another place , he imagines a fet of 

:iiten y whom he fty les Strulbrugs , who had 

«ntlived their reafon and every enjoyment 

of life. 

'^^ And 9 in his will-, he bequeaths hie 

■vhole fortune to found an hofpital foridiots 

«ad. lunatics. He becomes himfelf aStrul* 

^ ibrog, before the years of dotage*, and 

dies the firft tenant to his own endowment. 

If thefe events had happened to have 

I been a matter of any great confequence t# 

. the world, an hiftofian would not have 



* There is bo fnch ftage itilife. Senilis fiuki^ 
mht ^lute deiiroii^ apit$Uari /aiii f fuuim ievium 
^ • non esiaiiDR. 
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failed to hare made a lafge eoRiment opoa 
fuch extraoidinary and concurring circum* 
Aances**-infiAing^ firongly on his prophetic 
cal fyippathy. 

The Lord prsferve us all in oar fenfer 
to the lafi-— and after the laft too. For i' 
truftinGod, that I never fhall be'wiclceA- 
enough to compound for being renderedl 
guiltlefs to fin, upon the Mahometan^ fW 
perftition. 

CHAP. XXXH. 

THE PAYMENT. 

X H £ method I contrived , in order to* 
liquidate my pecuniary obligations to Le; 
Fevre , was this : 

I happened to be acquainted with » 
young man , who had been bound appren- 
tice to a ftationer in York. He had juft 
then finifhed his time , come to fet up in 
London, and had rented a window in one ' 
of the flagged alleys in the city, 

I hired one of the panes of glafs from 
my friend, and ftuck up the folio wing ad- 
vertifement on it with a wafer : 
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** Epigrams^ anagrams, paragrams, diro* 
aograms, monograms, epitaphs, epitba- 
lamiams,prolog|ias , epilogues, madrigal^ 
interludes, adFertiTements, letters-, peti- 
lioiis, memorials',. on everjr occafion. EITays 
^i^all fubjeets. Pamphlets » for t>r agaia& 
tbe miniftry. With fermons».upoii any texl^ 
•r for any feet — to he written here on 
leafonable terms."—- 

"Bj A-^B— Philoleger^" 

^N. B. The greateft honour andfecreej 
may Be dtopendled on.'* 

The uncommonnefs of feveral of ths 
above titles raifed the curiofity of the pub* 
lie e3(tremely. Se that, befides the appli- 
cations made to me for the ufeful fpecies 
of literature, fueh as adrerti foments , pe- 
titions and memorials , many more were 
made for the chronograms, monograms, 
etc, merely to- fee the nature of them. 

At night or to ezprefs myfelf more 

poetically — when- the evening had aflfum- 
ed its dufkf^own., I ufed privately to glide 
into my office » to digefi the notes orheads 
of the day , and receive the earnefts, 
which were directed always to be le£t with 
the memorandums. 
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The writings to be paid for on the d«U- 
Tory ; according to the nature, extent , or 
importance of-tho ful^ects. A bit of Frencfa^ 
to be an additional fixpence^a fcrap o? 
Latin • price a rhilling-^and' a fontence of 
Greek , wtbieb I nfed to pick up now-an.d- 
tben* -when I happened to drink a difh 
of tea with Mifs Catter , was always charge* 
ed at half a crown*. 

All fnpToper afpplieatlons-. Immoral 'fub* 
leets, fimonical propofals, or libertine over* 
tnres, were with fcomanA detefiatioare* 
lected. I held no ofiTice oppofiteto^St. Peter. 
The notes of thefe kinds were thrown into* 
the fire, — but the earnefts retained » as the 
fines of iniquity^ 

The ocean of vice and iolly 9 that open- 
cd itfelf to my view , during the period I 
continued in this odd department of Hfe , 
fhocked and difgikfted me £o mueh, that 
the very moment I had realized Le Fevre's 
fom y and difcharged the tent oE my/ pane-^ 
I clofed the horrid feene— or, to exprefs 
myfeif more properly in this cafe-vfiopped 
up the common fewer* 
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chap: xxni. 

*X HE reafon wh^r oor aneeftors, in tht 
Higher ranks of life , were more remark- 
able for brATOry and ehaftity tkan we 4ire, 
w«a,' i>eeanCe the metkers, th there dajs, 
ufed to nnrfe their own children. They 
wine therefore alimented with the Tame 
jiiicei and humonrs they brought into the 
world wi^ them ; and bred ap, eren from 
their ibfaht noticea, entire ftrangersto vice, 
meannefii , or folly. 

If our preleat race of mammas be in* 
different about the blood and humours of 
the infant, which thf fnffefing^it to be 
nurtured by an alien argues her to be, 
what needs fhe trouble herfelf about the 
lets precious parts of flefh and bones? 
Then any other perfon's child might ferye 
her as well as her own— apd fhe may have 
the advantage , be&des , oi choice , both 
with regard to beauty and gender. I think 
that ladies may as well get others to bear, 
as to nurfe children for them, 
Fray^ would it not be but common 
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charity, i&^ all tender kuTbaads, to hare 
fuch wives, on tliefirft aUnn, amasoned 
of both theiv hreafis, in order to prevenit 
the fatal confequenees of caapers, milk 
fereia , and other diforders , incident , alas ! 
, to all annatural or vnnurfing mothers 7 

And If our papas alfo be e<[oal1y «areleGi 
about this matter — as, by their prefent 
fupineneis and ae^uiefcenee , with regard 
to fo material a point, they would incline 
us to fufpect — prithee, might not 

**Some beggar's brat, on bulk begot. 
Or offspring of a pedlar Scot- 
Some boy bred up to cleaning Choes , 
The fpawn of Bridewell , or the S(ews« 
Or Tagrant race, the fpurious pledges 
Of gypfies littering under hedges ," * 

be as reTponfible heirs to their names and 
fortunes, as thefefad outcafis of their owa 
' loins ? 

A foal of blood may be foekled into a 
garran. I have myfelf tried the inftancof 
and do here recommend it to be added 
to the courfe of experimental philofophy, 

* Swift^s Rhapfody. 
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wbiofa Bae<Hi , Boyle , and Derham » kare 
•Co properly hinted to tbe adepts in (bience. 

For my own par^ , I have great reafon 
to tefenttlifs fcandalouf negleetin parents 
— *]Miving fo feverely fu£Pered for it myfetf 
—both in character and preferaieBt. Fov» 
thoQgh I am a moE rq^id moralift in my 
principles, and , bating me but about one 
tlHittfand feyea hundred and I forget how 
miaBy years , a primttiTe Chnftian alfo-— 
completely armed at all <he -cardinal points 
— — jret I don't know how it is , but I 
actually do not leel myfelf always fuffi- 
«iently poITefled of that virtuous unchari- 
tability againft women of remifs chaftity^ 
tliat becomes true modern piety to expreCi 
or ezercife. 

Now , this natural imbecility , this moral 
frailty, this fame laxity of virtue in me, 
eaU it what you will — — -I eonfeft the 
weaknefs, and am not nice, about -the 
phrafe— r — I do moA philofophically im* 
pute wholly to tbe milktneCi of my aurfe 
•^who happened, unluckily for me, to be 
fenuint-matd to the parfon of the pariOi 
'—and her name was Dorothy. , 

No, BO— — ^tihe influence of oertiUm 
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names iipon the fatiure fortones of children , 
that lay poor anxioai father uTed to mak*. 
fuch a pother about , belie ye me , is not 
by half fo material a point «s the other. 
Whether I had been afperfed by the name 
of Triflram, Triglyph, or Tria, were, in 
all probability , a matter wholly indiffe* 
yent to my -fatuM advancement in life. No 
-^it was, alas ! the milk of Dorothy that 
limited the bounds of n^y preferment. 
You fhall hear. 

CHAP, XXXIV. 
ji HITCH IN PREFERMENT. 

X H E tendemefs of my exprelTions , with 
regard lo all fyncopes of this fort — with the 
humanity, charity, and foigivenefs , I have 
frequently procured to be fhe wn by others , 
towards fome unfortunates in this clafsy 
hav«e induced reflections on my own cha- 
racter, that have been a confiderable dif« 
advantage to my canonical progrels in life. 
A certain bifhop , who would aUo w none 
but ChriE to fit with publicans and finners, 
teplied to n friend of mine » who was fo- 

H 9 




4DIS Y « « K <> H A If • 

Viciting a benifice for mcr— " I ean never 
think of preferring T>riftrani — not To muck 
'On account of the freedom o'f kis writings « 
as the latitude of his life." <<ButYoTick — 
Torick, my Lord." ^« Nay, the ulmoft that 
I fhould think even Yorick entitled to» 
taking that article into the -context with 
his works, would be, to be appointed 
vehaplain to a regiment of dragoons." 

And a certain lady, who is what the 
French fiyle un <difeur de bonstnots , when 
I was afking iier for fome rubfcriptionai 
aid once towards fending an unhappy 
young woman kome to her friends , who 
bad been inveigled from Bath, fome years 
ago , on pretence of marriage , and then 
«aft off upon the public , refufed her cha- 
rity, and called me, in allufion to my 
Ijpectral figure, andabfolving priefthood, 
the ghafily father ^f the chapeb of eafe 
ia the parifh of Covent-Garden. 

Thus did the ezcefs of my charity leflea 
ihat of others. 
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C H A P. XXX7. 

PR tr D £ S. 

vV HEN I hear women inyeigb too ye- 
Itemently ugainft the objects of this mis<^ 
.fortune , I am apt 4o fufpect their hearts 
to be a good deal iifflamed with a certain. 
<enYk>us jealoufy — 'According to the poet, 

'"Prudes rather enry^ than abhor the 



— which , in Tevenge for diofe pleafures 
that they thenirelves remain perhaps un* 
tempted to, provokes them to denounce 
the penalties of the worlds the flefh ani 
the devil., againft fuch interlopers. 

"The felf-fufFicieat prudes embattled 

ftood^ 
I^ear-hand ; but none t' aflifi the yaQ1|ui(h'4. 

flies ; 
Their neijghbours' ranks they Taw with jo/ 

' fubdtt'd. 
With fpiteful mirth tiiumphaat in their 

eyes— i 
With tcoffs, and wife reproaches, the/ 

upbraid 
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Thofe that , o'erpowcr'd , for help or pity 

call. 
And ean they yield to — — 7 in rage they 

raid: 
Unaided » helplefs , l«t the wretches falL 
Themfelref were now attacked, the reft 

o'erthrown. 
And weaknefs , fcorn'd fo late « too Coon 

l»eoame their own." 

Battle of thb Sbxej. 

In truth , I have feMom heard a woman 
fpeak with violence upon this fubject , who 
was either of an eftablifhed or an unfuf* 
picious character. Prior defcribes thefekind 
ofrirtuofoes moft admirably , in his Paul# 
Pinrganti : 

^ She to intrigues was e'en hard-hearted , 
And chockled when a bawd was carted* 
But, inanhoneftway, the dame'*^— eta. 

And Pope, 

** A fool to pleafure, but a flare -to fama.*^ 

And yet ftronger Aill in another place , 

**Arety heathen in her carnal part, 
^iit Hill a Cftd^ good ChrifUan^ at her heaztk'' 



If wbAt I' hftve faid , and tbefe po«ts 
have 4<ing , be not the natural reafon ef 
the fact , prithee , why fuch partial difiiof • 
tion between the-undoer and the undone? 
Why , la-dies, dntchefles , and «ountefles, 
is the latter— — below a certain rank — — 
4>randed with infamy ; wliile the Tavmer , 

^'Whofe hardened front, unblu(hin|(« 
unappall'd , 
Laughs at reproaches, and enjoys dil* 
^race^" 

•is fo favourably accepted of in the aOenH 
lilies of the fair 7 

Hwhat I hare hinted be not tbe real 
ilate of the cafe, w*hy fhould tl^efe ob^ 
durate females , whom Will Honeycomb 
-ftyles the ontrageonfiy virtuous , be mor^ 
Xevere againfi— — than againft thieves? 
•For furely, in ethics, it muE be a lefs 
irruneto give *<what is one's own," tham 
to take "what belongs to another." 

A failure iochaftity may be « breach of 
duty toward one's felf ; but a want of chari- 
ty is certainly fo againft one's neighbour* 

fn £ne , I fancy that your chafte ladies 
hem. to eon&ilfr love as their pe£nliac 
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mercliandirey and look spon covrleftiis 
as -faug^erf^ who underfell tiM iair 
trader. 

C H A P. XXXVI. 
THE BREECHES'MAKER. 

Besides, really as 1 hope theie 

are none but philofophers by — ^there are fo 
many ways for a woman to be undone, 
without the imputation either of -viee or 
wantonnefs — Cuch accidents , incidents , 
contingencies 9 and rjLrchrenifms, may 
liappen in her way through Ufe« that unleb 
every circumfiance can be fairly ftated« 
and candidly weighed-— which muft be the 
^eatufe of the day of judgment — it is mo* 
fally impoffible for any man, h^rsd'eUe^ 
to determine y whether the fair delinqueat 
may have been moft deferylng -of infamy 
or compallion. 

I have known feveral of ikefe equivo* 
aal cafes myfelf $ — two of which I think 
proper to indulge the eurio^ty -of my 
•eader with in this place, by way of ^e- 
aifying my argumeat merely— 
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' * The trftinAanfie waf a yery- pretty ^odeft 
youni^ womaii 9 that was the onlyidaugb* 
ter to thederk.of the firft pajrifh I teyeff 
officiated in. She had beea moS careEulIj 
brought up , went conAantly tp- church 
with her father 9 xnorniog and jevening; 
fat* upon a little ftocd in the aifle , |tifl,.uo» 
dei thJB defk ; and having a moft tuneable 
voice , ufed generally to help .him to.ra^^n 
the pfalm* ' 

There had never appeared the leaft 
turn of lightnefs, forwardneCi, or fiirta* 
tion.,' in any pairt of this, good girFa beha^ 
viour f as The grew up^ There are ufually^ 
certain pattein^pointedotit in every coun* 
try village; and.Mifa Amen was the pa-i 
ragon of our parifh-^till about the age of 
feventeen , fhe happened fuddenly to dir«> 
appear— ^—becaufe , it feems, (he found 
herfelf, as we were Toon aC^«r informed, 
to be <*too big to be TeeA." 

The place of her concealment was kept 
a profound fecret from us ' all « for fomfli. 
months , till after the fair eloper had be- 
come the forrowful mother of a child ; 
when I received a. private billot from her, 
intcealing me to grant her an inierview 

The Koran. Vol. I. I 
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tbe next day, at a little cottage abont 
Bve nile.s from tbe town I lived in; and 
begging that I would come alene^ 

My humanity, with a little mixtare of 
feroality^ namely curiofity, induced me 
to obey the fummons moft pnnctaally. I 
went. She threw berfelf on her .knees be* 
fore me , covered her face with her hand , 
and wept bitterly — but not alone. 

After I bad fpoken comfort to her foal, by 
|>reachin'g to her the great efficacy of repen- 
tance , and calmed her mind , by promifing 
to mediate a reconciliation between her and 
ber unhappy parents, the fecond part of my 
errand operated fo firongly on me , that I 
began to queHion^her, inthefiyleofacon* 
feflfor, about the whole proeefs,the com* 
mencement ^ progrefs , and arts which had 
led to , or were laid for, her undoing. 
. She aufwered me with a fraaknefs and 
a candour that fully perfuaded me of her 
truth and fngenuoofnefs. She declared to 
me , that her failure had not proceeded 
in the leaft either from pallion, or from 
vice ;->that fhe had never in her life been 
fenfible of any warm defire, prompting 
her from within, nor had even fuftained 
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«P7 .ftroiig rQliciiation , urging her from 
witJioal. 

No, leyerend S^t, exclaimed tlie fair 
penitent, with an he^^vy figh, it was no- 
thipg^of all this , that. | am to be cruelly 
reproached with - tfpon this bd occafion.— • 

](t.-«|ra5->^It waf , aiat! my father's trfide 
4^ne that thus hath wrought my overtl^rj^^* 

Your father's trade!— his trade! I re« 
plied > with furprifey the caufe of your 
iuin!->But (b indeed the iaet was, with- 
out peiadventare.'f- 

Befideji^he vocation of parifh^^clerk;, old 
Jkmen had » it feems,. followed the occu«, 
patlon of breeches-making alfo. . He, had 
bred tip his daughter to the myfieriet of 
the fame manufacture , from the time that 
(he had begun to entfr into het teens;— 
and, asill |uck woiil^l^aveit, they hap- 
pened to be l^athoTA breeches- toO'that he^ 
dealt in. 

>T)lie unfo9cti4na^e giri^nf>w awoman^^ 
alTured jxie , that this kind of employment 
ufed , by degrees » to occafion certain in- 
Toluntary wanderings to ffray in her mind, 
which , without ever taintjing h^r chaftity 
i^.the^Ieafl^ i^d.infenfibly, hpwever, Dil- 
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lied the purity of her thoughts ;'^fhat (W 
had done every thing in l^er poweir to 
reftrain Ii^r reflections' from rnnning into 
fuch reveries; and had Fung pfalms- fov 
%ho1e eveMng's together, ' to diveHHher 
attention to fitter fubjects of contempt- 
. lion.— In train ,* alas f for while fhe Ririg , 
l^f<dehe> were ftill the burden of her tonf. 
This unlucky image haunted poor Made- 
moifelle Culbtte continually.^When fhe 
lity'down'to refl, fhe imagined fhe faw 
them taken off, and laid' under the pillow; 
-i^'a^id* wlfen The arofe , ^te fancied Mil 
nib' faw tliem take' up V'atid put on agafif^ 
befdre Her eyes. *• ^^^' • "* ^ ■ ; 

The familiarity of fuch idek^, "though it 
hitd 'not in the leaft< ftaggered her virtue— - 
and 1 believe it— yet ha*d pretty nearly 
pi%^uc^d tb^'Taliire^ eiv^^f; bydifcomfiting 
H^i inod<^fljr l ftj faf ii'iifb pteVeiii a p/opW 
alarm, refentment , and lefiftanc^'frdnf' 
taking place,' aiid 'e6tn?n|^^tn(!k %jiou^h 
to her aid, ^' hen' The Was 'i^ffailed'b^' the' 
young fquire of the manor, for whonr fhe ' 
had juft fininied a n^at pair of leathern 
breeches, Whlc'h 'be Happened td' call 'oh 
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the reft- of the family were attending. a 
funeral in the parifh. 

The poor gtrU happy had it been for 
her» if men had never worn any breeches 
^at a11'» or t^al they had even worn them 
•as the Chiriguanes ar^ reported to do theirs 
— as fops wear., their hats — under their 
.arms. We are not yet informed how the 
women wear their petticoats in that coun- 
try ; but we may fuj>pofe» at leaft, that 
the retort courteous * is properly returned 
among thote people, as well as in all the 
other nations of the earth. The worlds 
'tis thought » would foon be at an end, if 
it was not for fuch exchange of courtefies^ 

CHAP. XXX VIL 

THE MAV'MIZf WIFE. 

yy ITH regard to my fecond infiance, 
I.fkatl be but Chort. She was daughter to 
a man- midwife; --and all that has been 
urged upon the former cafe, is equally 
referable to this one alfo. 

♦ An cxfrefSio^^^^ ^s y<m like it. 
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Her father ufed to be frequently called 
up a-nights, with **aJuno LMcina^ fn 
opem** This would difturb her repofe. She 
ufed often to lie ftretching and yawning 
in her bed, and conunaning with herfelf 
about the matters and things which could 
occafion all this bofilc and llir. 

She had a vaft tarn to philofophy. She 
would get at her father's boohs^f ha would 
fometimes read more than fhe underfiood 
«>but happened often to underfiand mott 
than the was the better for. It made her 
wifer, forfooth — but, alack! how dearly 
liave we flnce paid for the firft iaftance of 
female wifdom 1 'Twas in this very fcience, 
they fay , that the firft curiofity was ex- 
ercifed.— **The knowing ones are fome- 
times taken in." 

Her father told me, one day, toon aftet 
her accident, fhe had declared to him» 
ihat , without labouring under the power 
OT influence of any other inordinate paflioa 
or propenfity in nature, her curiofity was 
fo predominant in her, that fhe would, 
at any time of her life , have ftood a fhot 
to have been made a free-mafon. 

O philo/ophia ! duJb^^lii^ l-^-The d«oee 
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it is!— But pray. Sir, i* there not fuch a 
theorem > in this fame pbilofophy , as that 
** action and re-action are equal— and in 
oppofite directions too?" And is not this 
natural philofophy ever fiill at fifiy-cufis 
ivith the moral one?~^In^fuch conflicts 
as thefe, the fair Obaetrica felU ' 

But the philoTophy , of all others , that 
finally tript up poor Mifs Midwife's heels, 
was the Platonic ^one ! How beautiful a 
fyfiem is there difplayed ! To have tvo 
fond and faithful hearts mutually attract- 
ing each other , their fyiiole and diafiole 
the fame , tide for tide < and by a fveet 
compulfion drawing nearer and nearer to* 
gether , for life is like the aflyroptotes of an 
hyperbola, .without ever coinciding, or 
Tufhing into the point of contact *. 

How enviable and truly feraphic a fiate 
is this! How like to Heaven itfelf, where 
they are faid ** neither to marry , nor to 
be given in marriage!" What pity is it 
that it is not real! and that thofe who 
would refi upon this inchanted^ ifland , as 
on terra fir/na, would foon have their feet 
flip fron^ under them! ^ 

* Yi4e the Conic Sectlo»6» 
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This fame contingency^this fyqeiirQ* 
nifm— is the devil. Ye breeches- makers « 
and ye men- or women-midwiTes alfo , 
Cend out your daaghtere from quderneath 
your roofs, I fay. They are, ala«! too 
dangerous feminaries for young women to 
be edueated in. 

But enough on fuch fubjects as thefe— 
.1 cannot bear to dwell upon melancholy 
'Aories.— • 

CHAP. XXXVIII. 

OBfGIN of TRISTRAM SHANDr. 

Upon turning over this manufcript juft 
now, I find that! had mentioned a defign 
of writing my own memoirs once upon a 
time. 

I did really £t down to this work for* 
merly, with the moft ferious and ftupid 
intention pofllble. But the brutum fubnen^ 
or Will of the wifp of imagination , glared 
full before me, and led me a fcamper., 
over hedge and ditch, through briers « 
through quagmires, and quick-fands, for 
nine entire volumes , before I attempted 
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to. introdaee myfelf Into lif«. In troth, 
great part of that work, was fpeat before 
I even pretended to have been bom. I 
-knew the worlds alas! too well, to be 
In any manner of hurry to ftep into it. , 
The oddoels and novelty of the firft 
volumes , caught hold of the capricious 
taBe of the public. I was applauded, abu£> 
•ed 9 cenfured, and ^efended , through ma- 
ny a page. — However, as there were more 
readers than judges , the edition had fu£Pi- 
eient vogue for a fale. Xbis encouiaged 
-me— I went on fiill with the fame kind 
of no meaning; Gnging, at the end of every 
chapter, thUUa«irom Midas, to my afs* 
eared audience/ 

*< Round about the may-pole how they 
trot:" 

with a parody on the text ; where, indead 
of brown ale, you are to «ead only fmall 
beer. 

But what entertained me the moft, was, 
to find a number of my mofi penetrating 
readers had conceived feme deep-laid 
fcheme or defign to be couched under thefe 
vagrancies or vagaries, which they fancied 
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•anci affirmed would unfold itCelf toward 
ihe coDclufioii of tire work. 

Nay« fooie more riddle^witted than the 
reft , have pretended to 1m abie to trace 
my cltre, thioogh er'ery To}om«» wHhont 
lofing once fight of the connesfion. A fine 
fpirtt of enthufiafm this! With whatin- 
telligence and profit mufi fuch perfons read 
the apocalypfe ! A miUenntum muft cer- 
tainly be a very clear cafe with theoi. 

However, I 'mufi have the modefiy to 
admit, that there were, here and there, 
Come firiking pafHiges interfperfed ihrongh- 
out thefe volumes. **InJierquUinio mur^ 
:garitam repcrk" Th#re are m^ay foibles 
ridiculed , and much charity and benevo- 
lence infiilied and recommended. One 
Tauniers out, fometimes, into the fields 
and highways , without any other purpofe 
than to take the benefit of a little air and 
•exercife ;— an object of diftrefs occurs , and 
draws forth our charity and compallion. 

After this carelets manner did I ramble 
through my pages , in mere idlenefs and 
-fport — till fome occurrence of humanity 
laid hold of me by the breaft, and polled 
lae afid«. Here lies my only fort. Wha^ 
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irt Sron|;eft feel , we can beft expreb. And 
upon fach fubjects as thefe, ode mnft b« 
capable of a double energy , who » while 
lie i«'pleadiii|;fot otfiefs, is Mo relieving 



CHAP. XXXIX. 
THE FEMALE CONFUCIUS. 



I happened to be tety ill at the titne^ 
and fitting by the fire-fide one morning in 
my lodging 5 when I receired a very po- 
lite cardy in a female band, onknown , 
acquainting me, that baling been ftruck 
with that rich rein of philanthropy , fho 
was pteafed to fay, which flowed like 
milk and honey through all my writings, 
Mrs. Would be much obliged , and flat- 
tered , if I would afford heir an opporta^ 
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Keith^r her own fi^r ckatACter^ aajrg^lie 
memento of my ^h&Edy appearance , wcrv 
tuiFicient bars to flander.. 

The improbability of a n#licio|if Storj, 
lejciie».but to help>ferwfrd thf,cu^ency of 
ii— bAcaufv it i^cxe^^es the .fcandal. So 
th^, in fuch inftaooes., the world,, like 
Bomirii prieAs, are iodufifious to. pM^pa- 
gate a belief in things thejr have .not the 
leaft faiih themfelvesin ;, or, like thejpions 
St. AuBin, who Caid he believed fom# 
things, beeauCe th^y wese abfifid Aad iin* 

C H A P.) XL. 
Contianation of Chapter XXXVilL 

X Cotf7>]f.uE> thia ro^onyoaudfe through 
Bine volumes, upon fools-cap paper *;^r 
bfit had re&fon to £a4 a^ laf(> that tho 

• That iff th« name which printers gfve to 
• certain fized paper , upon which all the an* 
thor*s works have been publifhsd in. $nglaad. 
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nine days wonder bad fown hs gape-f^ed 
long before. The novelty grew fiale , and 
tlie oddnels l>egafl to lofe its £ngu1artty» 
This, 1 fay 9 1 confef» to have perceivedr 
4 coiifiderable time before. But one wh» 
has run down a hill for any way, cannot 
well fiop his fpeed ,. lill he has got to jthe 
bottom of it. 

I> then thought proper to* ceafe .titup*-* 
ping my hobby-horfe about — to alighf and 
perform my promife to the public » in * 
more ingenuous and fyfiematical mannegSi- 
Upon- which occafion,.! be^^n to frame* 
t^efe notes •> but could never Ence find- 
time to glaze them. So- many other themes< 
and fchemes fhot aerofs my fancy, and 
puzzled my purpofe ^'that I could not ftick 
to any one fubject long enough to make a 
volume of it-~or acquit myfelfas an authot» 

One of my moft favourite defignS was , 
to compofe a little book » to be fiyled the 
Primmer «- — for the ufe and benefit of 
grown nobility, gentry and others — —to 
infiruct them what to fay, and how to 
act, upon all the general occafions of life *• 

* Here read the dedication over a^aia* 
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--^ ""^ '1 )kbow of* no wo#k To fbaraefuHjr ^anu 

ed M prefent , as fome code of ibis kind. 
There is, 1 cenfefs, a certain connate U- 
\ :' ^ berality of nature in fome perfons I hare 

'^ met with, tHat infpires them to thiaky 

fpeak^.and aot, wiih a fpirit and virtue 
Which luperfedes 9 in a great roeafute^ 
the neceflity of education. Theie loftancesy 
tikough V Are rare—majr be hyled moial 
comets^* 

i The- ma/tx are born with a forr of^ori-. 
^^ girial meannefs in thei? minds, which re- 

''■ To It es every Acdon ^ every idea into Jei^^^ 

and which the iongeft line^ in heraldry , 
wHh the poiTeflfion' of *the liargeft fortune^ 
aire not fafiicient to ceuntervail, withont 
the alTiftahce of an academical tuitioii. 

But the generality of the curled darlings 
of otui nation, tandem cujiode remmta^ 
fbake off a load from their fhoulders Nvhen 
they are emancipated frtoi college.: for 
fach is their fenfe,. or nonfenfe, of this, 
matter.-^^— --They are then apt to clafs Tal- 
ly's Offices i with BUrgerfditius , among the 
pedan4ry of the fchools, arid become Iboa 
4ta poffefTed of juft Chriftianity enough to fet 

them aj>oye ail P«g4n moral— or the fhiii- 
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ing fio^ of the beatben world, as our 
oi^thodoxy affects to ftyle thei9. They thea 
begin to look upon their own feelings to 
be the fure way of judging, and the ufages 
of the woild their only rule of acting. 

From hence many liberal notions are 
Cuffered to obtain , and many ignoble deeds 
are practifed. — From hence arife, among 
the gre/it, New-market jockies. Change* 
alley brokers, and corporation cafuitts. 
From hence the dignitaries of the law de* 
generate into attornies , and priefis in lawn 
dwindle into tythe-proctors. 

The fcope then of my ritual, was to 
fet forth tl?^ verum f atque^ deceits^ of 
morals, the truth and beauty of human 
actions— which it is incumbent, at leaft* 
on peifons of a certain rank in life , either 
to practife or pretend. They would then 
be taught to perceive, 4hat neither their 
own feelings, nor the ufages of the worlds 
were of authority fufficient to fupport vice, 
.meannefs,. or indecorum. This would be 
putting them to fchoof again — Thofe who 
^ant hearts, fhould be taught to get by 
heart. ^^ 

The Ko'roju Vol. /. K 



« 



114 T H E R O R A N. 

Princes and nobles , fo titled , bbweirer 
they might be tempted to wallow in their 
own fties, would not then, perhaps » dare 
to emblazon their firumpets to the public 
view. Turf'miniflers alfo might then be 
informed y that they had mifiaken the me- 
taphor, when they let go the helm to 
take up the reins. 

The Marchionefs of Tavifiock had not 
then li?ed the reproof and died the re- 
proach , of fo many matrons on the firfi 
benches at court. Thou hadfi » moft fpotlefs 
Ephefian relict , devoted thyfelf to the 
grave with thy dead lord! They woald 
facrifice their living ones. *^ Et facile s nynt" 
jtfiae rifere,** And fuch is the accommo- 
dating rpirit of our modern laws , that di- 
vorces » now-a-days, like the fection of 
^e polypus, are fuffered to generate new 
numbers from each part of the reparation. 

I am not fuch a vifionary'as to expect 
that any thing of this kind would render 
perfons virtuous , in fpite of '* tlio whole 
courfe of modern education. ** **Et quae 
fuerunt vitia, mores /unt,*' But I think 
that it might poflfilt^ fhame your **growa 
a^obiUty^ gentry, and others ^"^ into the 
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dirguifingy or eoncealiag their vices at 
leafi; --which is, perhaps, no inconfide- 
rabU point gained in morals. 

Efi quadam prodirt tenus — si non da* 
tur ultrcu 

The appearing or pretending to have 
inoie virtue than one has, is hypocrify; 
— but the not expofing all the vices we 
are really guilt/ of, is certainly forae merit 
—to the public at leaft. 

So fhall difembling once be virtuous ia 
you. 

A rich lawyer might , perhaps , fiotwith* 
Aanding, be temj^ed to porchafe an ef- 
tate for half its valne , becaufe the perfon 
who fold it, did fo in hafte, to extricate 
bimfelf from a goal. •^ But after he had 
perufed my little book, he would never 
haveboafted of the action-* My ears would 
not then be Co much fhocked and offend- 
ed as they are too frequently now every 
day. 

A profligate might fiill delude a fimple 
maiden , or purchafe the innocency of 
beauty from a needy parent; but he would 



iii5 T H E -KORAN. 

not make a confidant of fuch amours. He 
^ould not caft the victim off to want, as 
well as infamy ; nor dare io proclaim hi« 
Tillany to the world. My enmity , my ab- 
horrence, my refentment, with all the 
tribe of the uncomfortable , the unchari- 
table , and unhealthy pafFibns , would not 
then barafs my poor Chattered frame. 

CHAP. XLI. 
THE NA TUBAL EXHIBITION. 

jA.N OTHER vifion ^f mine , was^ to 
•open anexhfbrtion for fine children, male 
and female j remarkable "f or their beauty, 
Cymmetry , or athtelio frame. In order to 
which , I had prepared a new. and copious 
edition of the Cal/ipaedia — or,- Art of 
'Getting pretty Children ; ttiiifiraied with 
notes of my own , and enlarged witbleverai 
phildfopfaic hints , which had occurred to 
4Biy mind whilB this pleafant fancy waf 
running in my he^d. « 

Thpre Have bean many CebaoLi open- 
ed , for tbe exhibition of all the arts and 
<fcienoes^ but jione , O Ihame ! Cor Nature, 
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and her originals. He who copies the hu* 
■man face-iliyine » receives a premium, and 
applaufe— while be that preCents you with 
the mafter-piece , or prototype , of the mi- 
>mic work, has but his labour for bis pains 
—or, at beft, is referred » UHe virtue, .tp 
4ts own reward. j ' , 

This might encaurage the good old mora} 
and political work of propagation. It would 
he reviving fomethiug fimilar to the ufeful 
Soman iaw,. the jus trium itSeroruni'-r 
and be' a reBratnt on promifcuous inter* 
courfes, Iwbicb terminatje . in barrennefs* 
Profligacy is ,a monfter, .and never gene,- 
rates. -.••:• ii' 

I can coficeive no.^rher reafi^n for fucb 
a fcheme as this not. having yet 4»ecome 
aa: objejct of the royal founda^tion , except 
that bis prefent Majefiy might fiot have 
fo jttitly-thought that bis own faocnly «i^oi^d 
be beft. entitled to the grelitoft emoluments 
of It, both from excdllen^e and numb^ff 

i have amufed myfelf fomeiinsie^iinu^pn 
of my philerophic moods, witb lo^ofing 
anhandfome, well-made young couple « 
fettlng out on fuch a project as this. I will 
not indulge the freedom «f ima^iniltlon oa 
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ture^f ^xcck. Th^ j^veTs^were^cied op, 
and liquid ore fupplied th.eir l^urniog chan- 
nels. The clouds were turned to fire , and 
fhot their meteors through the afioniChed 
£ky. The air was flame, and breathing 
was no more^ Th& Erm'aoiant -was melted 
down , and rained its fulphur o'er the 
profirat«- ^obe. 'The earthU ioondcUioils 
to the oeafre fhook.' Eren charity was 
^umb->-and yirtue's felf fiood fcarcely un« 
appalled ! 

Fir N I s 
• M U ND I, 

C H A P. XLHi. 

MYSELF. 

jnLND here, perhaps, finee I have got 
into a train 6f defcribing' myfelf , it may 
amurer yoii-i-ot myfelf^^which makes very 
little differcfftce , in the mood I Hih in at pre- 
fent-^'to' i^ire yon ^fhe character aiid peca* 
liaritiejy>f Tria functa in ir/io.*— to which 
pnrpofo I fhall appropriate the whole* of 
this, chapter. - 
. The firft aftd principal charabterifiic of 
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«B7 indbles^-not iad6lenee-r-fox it is. as 
Active as paflionate , is philaathropy. This 
is ihe Jine guanonotmy compo&tioiik This 
is my dirinity, in which Jit ?if, and move, 
and have my being. 

- The momentum of my liffectio&s. towards 
mankind » is in a reciprocal ratio between 
heaven and earth. I place'myrelfas a me- 
dium — and loVe others with that warmth 
and indulgence I would have toy Creator 
manifeft towards my felf — ^forgiving their es- 
tots y palliating their infirmities , and witl- 
ing both their temporal and eternal fell- 
city. Amen. 

This turn of mind is the firfi thing thai 
awakens with , me', and the laft 1 = part 
with when I take leave of my fenfes. I 
have frequently fuppofed myfelf a fove* 
reign pdnee , and fpent many an entire 
day in fettliug my houfehold, with' all 
the other offices and departments of -my 
kingdom. ' t 

Nay , I do actually aver » that I fat dowa 
gravely one morning to a fheet of paper, 
and entered the names of all my friends 
and acquaintance for employs ; clalling 
them according - tor their sefpective meriu^ 

L 3 
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and capadties ; preferring fiill , as beeomei 
a king to do , Tuperiour talents and rirtae,. 
lo my fondeft connexions. 

VtAy, was not this a fcene for Moor- 
fields ? And would not fueh a manafcript 
as this y found in my pofleflion , appear 
to have been copied from charcoal on the 
walls of a cell? I do confefs, that I did 
6nee ferioafly think myfelf mad , for a 
confiderable portion of my life » on aecount 
of fuch reveries and extravagancies as. 
tkefe-<-till I happily found ottt , that my 
roXpicion arofe chiefly &om my having kept 
company 9 during that fad interval » with 
a parcel of LuKs-warm fools. 

At other times, I have abfolutely rc- 
fufed being a king. I burned my lift , and 
eried out, Noio toronari. This ftationdid 
not fufftciently fatisfy my thirft of power 
and dominion. It extended only to the 
temporal welfare of mankind , and was 
re^ricted to that fcanty portion of them 
which was comprehended within the nar- 
row limits of my own empire — and could 
bear an infurance only during my own life., 
I prefer Socrates to Solon , and would 
lather prefida U the moral than the po- 
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litical goveimnent of mankind. This is tke 
only true .ambition , to alTuni^ to <ane'* 
felf that department in life which extends 
equally to all nations, to all a^es, and 
-reaches even to eternity itfelf. 
• . I am , perhaps , one of the greateft phi- 
lofopheis you know in the world. Men 
of fenfe admire , and fools envy this Cup* 
poCed fuperioxity of talent in me. They 
think it miift have been achieved by dint 
ef ftudy, labour, and zefolution , with t]i« 
natBiiil advantages of a. gifted capacity; 
and great ftrength of mind. 

I woiild n(tf: have them think £6 : — in 
the firft place , becanfe it is not true ;— • 
and in the next, fuch n notion. as this 
might deter others from ever attempting 
to arrive at fuch an happy , but eafy ez« 
eellence of character* Let me unddceire 
then. 

I was as other men ard , till ahont the 
age of two*and-twenty. I refented pain^. 
fickneCs , difappointment , and diftrefs , at 
naturally as I did heat and cold, hungec 
and thirft. I had ever a. turn for reflee* 
tioa» I lay tumbling and toffingQhe morn- 
ing in. bed, my niin4 labouring )uft then 
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•trader tbe preiTaie of Tome one or more 
'Of tlie above CAtalogue of ills^ and con- 
lemplftttng the infinite fuperiority of the 
ancient philofophy, open aU fuck triak 
as thefe. 

1 envied^ I admired this happy poAef- 
•fion of one's own mind. I took heart of 
grace ,^ on the iaftant, and filliping my 
fingers^ ^ed 4>ut, ^l will myfelf be a 
j^bilofopher." I immedtately arofe— re- 
fblting not to fall afleep again and forget 
it;. I -put ^ntbe breeehet.of a pbilorophec 
— poilibly, at that time, of an heathen 
one— *— and To commenced philofophec 
€of life :^—'<^and I alfo am a pamter. 
''This, be aflTured of it, gentlemen, was 
IM only leffbn or degree I ever took In 
truly hfi^ble fcience of defence— *and fousd 
It to-be all-fuffioienti 

The difficulties >^ we apprehend, more 
tlian^ tkoCe we find* in an attempt of this 
klod; as well as in the firife with all our 
paffions, Ia the only thing that preventa 
philofophy and virtue froni being cov^ ' 
mo Illy attainable in general life. 

Wha« makes the 'difference' between a 
«haile Woman, aWd a frail one? The one 
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had ftruggled , and the other not. Between 
a brave man, and m. toward ? The one 
Jhad firuggled , and the other not. An lu»- 
neft man, and a knave.? One. had fbilg» 
gledy the- other. not. ^ /i * >. -■ 

I am igenef alljr cheerCnl*— •H.bnt- more re* 
markably Hvely under pain,, ficknefs, or 
•xnisfiortnnei^-provided the misforjtune be 
all my oWn^^than at any other time of 
jQiy Ufe.;Vifiting th6 fiek ceafei to be a 
ifcripture doty^^henrefened to me.Folkt 
crowd to my couch,: not to bemoan, but 
be merry at, my fulEerings— to hear me 
eonfeCi wit on the rack , and refine my ore 
in the cincible.: 

A friend of mine , thinking me expiring 
pnce under the fevere diforderof a bilioui 
eholie*- ^ Undl (hould certainly jb a ve pop- 
ped ^t that very inftant , if I had not , moft 
indkily, been given- orer by th^phyficians 
'^and <eo2»(e^uently no longer pliedivtth me* 
dieine.: My friend , I. fay , expreOTed him- 
felf extremely fhocked at the indecent met- 
•riment, ai he ftyled it, with which I waa 
going out -of the world. The. reply I made 
him , was pretty, nearly in thete words : 

^*.Y^ur lazy or ii|^<^tei|t Cjhri^aii. M too 
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apt to chenfh'^iii hU mind a dangerom 
tipinion of the efiTicac/ of a death-bed to- 
^entance— :! was nerer mad enough to troft 
to iu When Soctates wac afked , juft 4>o- 
fore hit trial , why he did not prepare htm« 
&lf for his defeaee, he nobly anfwered, 
I have been doing nothing Hfe-mll vny life** 

** He who defers the great woriL of £al- 
nation till hie laft moment! , hath loiter* 
•ed away his time, till the night eometlt, 
4n which ao man can work^— »A death4>ed 
aUrition* — and what is it more^ when it 
comes to that 7 may be compared to Va- ' 
Mini's laE exclamation— nwho » though aa 
atheift all his life , called opon God in tke 
Aames." 

<* Shall an apoplexy deprive ns of fal- 
ration? If not, then what bnt fear need 
cender us (o difmid on our exit ? Lifr is 
itfelf a jeft — ^Tfaeu finely death muftiM 
• 4hc yery c^eam of St. :The longeft li£e is 
as fhort as an epif^aih , and our and is 
but the point 4>f4t." 

My fober friend talked away into a coi* 
dner of the «bed<>ohamber, and ejaealatcd. 
,.■-..' f. ••/ .. I -■ ; : 

* Repentance thrOBgh fear of punifhineat, 
act for^cw ftr fiiii whith Uttw is dOlcd < 
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CHAP. XLIV. 
A SHORT CHjiPTER. 

At H AT a chapter was the laft! There 
will be no end of it, if I once get into an 
babit of writing fuch long onet/But when- 
erer felf happens to become the fi;ibject» 
one feldom knows when to have done. 
This is the only theme upon which I waa 
ever tempted to expatiate^-*-— which , iB 
other words , is to be tedious. 

For, in general, mj writings do not 
Cmell much of the lamp. They feem mod 
of thens rather to hare been written when 
I had natural light enough— even at the 
Tery full -of the moon. Can tlie Critical 
Reviewers themfelves fay any thing worlle 
•of them I ' .. \ 

CHAP. XLV, 
A S HO R T E R. 

But eteii thefe fhort ell«pters» ^PF*« 
too. prolU to me^'— Ii hope not /lo you 
— — -«lkoc|gb thpj, contain each of them 
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'•nly one head a-piece. So that I am re- 
folved here to put an end to them all, 
•and write nothing but featences , throughout 
the fecond volume. 

I am not To vain fit -to think that my 
ftOY^rhs will be as good as Solorapn's-^ 
or Sancho's oither*-but this I will venture 
to £&y ft that they fhall beat them all to 
JNithing ia numben 
> 

END OF PART I. 
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P OS T S^CH I P T, 

TO THE PRINTER. 

Jl LEASE, Sir ft to fend your devil ^ with 
my compliments to Meflieurs the Minifiryft 
aflTuring them » that jt .was not , by any 
means ft in derogation to the golden age 
of the prefent adminiftration » but merely 
from the cafualty of my fubject matter, 
thai the obaptferyof this book k^pp^ji fo 
••xaotly to oonqplkt^ the aumber Forty-'/hte. 
M i . . » THEvEDLTOR. 
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Whether any of the following 
thoughts or remarks have been conceived 
by others, before me,, or no, L cannot 
pretend to fay; for, ai they rpontaneouC^ 
ly occurred to my mind, I minuted tKeaa^ 
down , without^ever taking the trouble of 
inquiring into their origin* or derivation^ 

And in truth, a labour of this kind * 
would have been infinite and uncertain- 
foe it is almoft impoGTible, after all, for 
any perlbn who reads much , and reflects 
a good deal, to be able, upon every oc« 
•afioB» to determine whether a thought waf 
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another's y or his own. Nay, I declare, 
that I have Cereral times quoted fentences 
outof my own writingi, in aid of my own 
arguments in oonyerfation ; thinking that 
I was fupporting them by fome better 
authority. 

For my own part, I do affirm, that it 
would afford me a moft flattering pleafure 
to find them all imputed^For, as I can 
nnly acquit my confciooee of the leaft 
manner of plagiarifra^ this wery coinci« 
dence of fentiment and opinions , would 
ferr^flF to prove the juftntBi of them , pretty 
lA^iiily-*^ --as two clocks which chime to* 
gather , yery probably mark the right hour 
of the day ~ for the degrees of error are 
£o numerous and various, while the point 
of trutbis h\x\ Jimfileas duntaxat \ et unum^ 
that the odds mdA be inaniftfld, that no 
two irregular agents fhall exactly fait upon 
thte fame falfe meafure. 
•But that nothing is new under the fon. 
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was 'de^tartd by <9oI(naoii fome jeats'iigo.: 
mo^nt isimpoini^to^proTideragaiiifievibi 
tkat ha^re tixekdy come to pafs. So,tJi*t 
I am fare I have reafoQ to cirj ont$' wUft' 
Slonafuii , iKpud Uftem-^ 

Pereani , qui , ante nos , nofird dixerunt\ 

. « -J . . . ' 'I ■ ' ■ 

'For I'liaFe etreii^'^wtote ivithoiit ftu^V' 
books, or example, and yet hare beea^ 
cbarged witb baring borrowed tbis bint 
from Rabelais i tbai from Montaigne , alno4 
tber.from Martltiiis Sertbleriis^ie^e; witb; 
out baring ever readr tbe firft , or j^mem^' 
Ijieied a word of tbe latter. 

So tbat, all we can -poffibly lay of tbe 
moll original antbors , no.w-a-d.ays, isnot,> 
that they fay any tbin^ new, bat only* 
tbat tbey are capable 4^f faying fiich atnd. 
fttcb things tbemfelVes , *< if they had sevef 
been fal4 before tbem.'^ ^' •! 

"But as monarchs bare a right to caU in 
the fpeeie of a fiate« and raife its ralae. 
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by then .9wn> unpt «ffi(kiiet Xb aie 4befe eet* 

tail! prerogative gentiiPse^twho are aboTt 

^plagiaries— who cannot be faftd to Ee^^ 

but, from their impfovemenlofa^ tli^ugkt) 

rather to borrow it, -and tepay . tba .eom^ 

iponwealth of letters with intereft' again ; 

\ ' and may more properly be faid to adopt, 

V than to kidnap, a fenlkneDty.by.leAjidng 

it heir to their own fame»^ 

I do . not pretend to claGi my felf among 
facb privileged wiu^-rlne¥#r J>onow, left 
^. I<fbonld nptbe able tO'p«i3r-r-btit.hav« qh^ 

lyi made -the aboy«= remark ^ to Chew the 
eandour of my. own 'cridcifm 'upon all fnck 
oeeurfienoA as tbefe;. 

It may, perhaps, be requiiite here to 
explain a new term I have made nfe o{ 
ih' the! title-page of this part of my work*. 
The. word CalHmaehies I have jEramed fiom- 
Callimaehus, the iiame of}a*.Greek poe^^ 
y ^ od vltom it is faid » that he had written 

afiOYO eight hundred elegant; po^ms , wbidk 
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were^idLcomprefaiejided in about fire hun- 
dred pages. 

I was pleafed witli this charactei^ olliis 
works.— I hate your Jhriptus et im Urg^ 
authors— and have therefore taken the 
liberty of denominating all concife or feA- 
tenlioBS' writings .Callimachies , after his 
luune. I thought it advifeable to give this 
deBnition of the word, left the pritical 
Reviewers fhould derive it from the French 
phrafe Gallimafias.— 

I like this manner of wilting extremely* 
—It is really being too hard upon 4he 
piiblie. *'to turn over a ne^ leaf with 
them," upon an old fcore, contimially.— 
And whenever my bookfeller , who buys 
by the bulk^and fuck w^Mrks- deferve to 
remain on it— obliges me to augment my 
pages, I generally contrive to give the 
reader Come new fubject^or none at all— 
which does as well , as it ferves equally 
for amufement to find one out. 

The Kgran. Voh Ih M 
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<Bb»« iiulee«(^ i(<tbe editor, of tli4£e/o«/^ 
JheetS'^l don't mean immodcft •«ne«-«* 
m^ old take my advtoe , fot hU « wn profit » 
lie would :b J no meant pnbliOi them at 
jilW-'biit fen them privately, 'to fome of 
ihe wit4efs autbojrs' of tiie prefent age» 
Mrho have attained* to ^a '^eertain kaaek of 
writing, t>otl»linprore and retTe, withoot 
matter, fancy. Or inrention — 

Without »ne thought if iiti^rKupt the 
>^^ ;. 
, ' '^hi* collection, theii', mi||(lit, perhaps, 
lerre to emheltiHi theit works , and help 
ihem off the hulk a Itttle.' 

Fart well, -nelgh^tir.^ 

* I * I ■ 

TRIA jteJCTA IN UNa 
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' CALtlMACHiES , etc. 

' i.xx PERSON may not mer^t favour » 
AS that is only the claim of man » but cam 
never demerit charity , for that as the com- 
mand of God. 

9. In Sophocles , Jo^cafta prays to the 
Lycian Apollo , and Fays , **.That The came 
to his temple , hecaufe it was the nearefL*' 
This was hot a forry compliment to his 

>*godrhip. — It is the fame, however, that 
people generally pay to religioo ; who 
abide by the doctrines and faith they have 
been bred up in, merely to fave them- 
Calf es the trouble of feeking farther. 

3. Invent portum — Spes et fortuna r/i- 
lete-^ — 
$at me luflfiis — Ludite nunc alios. 

There is a bad riioral exprelTed here. 
In the word Ludite»^^\ would have Caid 

M a 
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jrather parcite.-^The writes 4id not df* 
ferve invenire /fortum, 

4« T^ere is a great fliffnefs in llie ftyle 
«nd manner of Pliny's Epifiles. This was 
9iis character throughout; for he profefles 
himfelf an admirer -of . evergreens » dipt 
into the Ihapes of men and other animals. 
I think, that Orrery was a fitter tranflatoc 
for him than Melmoth , for that teafon. 

5. Political and natural connexions are 
different ideas. I look upon all ties of affi- 
nity, or confanguinity merely, to *be of 
the firft klild. Love and friendfhip foxnt 
the only natural alliances* 

6. There is no fuc'h thing as an imfftfr- 
fial reprefentatton. A looking-^afs , one 
might be apt to imagine , was an exeeptioa 
to this propofition ; and yet we never fee 
out own- faces jufily in one. It gives as 
nothing but the traaflations of them. A 
mirror even reverfes our features , and 
prefents our left hand for our nght« TJiis 
is an emblem of all perfonal reflections* 

7. I prefer a private to a public life. 
For I love my friends, and therefore love 
but few. 

f. The confinement of the umty#fttibtf. 
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in tlie dramA ^ forces the poet often t* 
YiolUrte itature» in complfraent merely to 
tire appearance <ot truth. For h*e mufB ht 
obKgied ' to eomprc^s actions within tfao 
compafs of three hours, which, in the or- 
dinary coorfe of things, would require the 
leifur^ oCas many days, pethaps years, 
to 'hring to pafs. 

A play is but an acted novel , of about 
tbree hours reading , and (liould not b% 
reftrained within the iimitt o(f any givea 
time, in .tlie ftory, thoirgh the reprefen- 
tatiohonght trbt to exceed |1ie utual ou9m 

^. Iihpatienoe is the principal caufe of 
tnetl t>f tiur irregHlarHies and extravagan* 
cie's. I would fometimes have paid^ guinea 
to be at ibme particular ball or alTembly, 
l(hd' fomethihg has ptei^ented my going 
there. After it was over, I wduld sot give 
a fhillingi to have been there, 
> I w'enld "pay 'a crown at any time ibr 
a Venilbn ordinary. But , after having din- 
ed en beef or mutton, I would inot^give 
a penny to have had it venifoa. 

Think frequently on this reflection, y# 
ipddy, and ye extravagant. 

i«. Thete is faob« lecture, ikappily »■• 
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jHi^wiir to ancient ^atmy^as talkin^a 
inaa to death. Marcus Aurelius adi[ire9 t* 
AfiTeiit readiljr to great talkers— ia hopes > 
J.fuppore, to pat an ead to the argufl^enU 

v^ epitaph' on the unlantertted death ^ 
a talh4tive old inaid. 3y my^elfi 

' Here lieth the body of M. B. CpinOer, 
Aged foTty>three, who on the loth day of 
Aiignft 1764 » became fil^nt; 
... 11. A tragic writer can^all tpirits from 
the ^fty deep • ai|d reanimate the dead* 
. 49« Mr. Gutfaiie » in \^% Eflfay on Trage- 
dy^ difiinguiQief . between a poet and a 
genius. He raufihave meant only Thymeis, 
rerfifiers , or poetafiers ; for I will not «d« 
mit aperfon to be a poet without -a genitis, 
13. One does not require nor. think ef 
a fire , often, in fpring or autumn; yet j 
don'c know how it is, but when we hare 
happened by chance to pais neas one^ th|i 
{enfation 'it communicates is to plea[anjt» 
that we feel ourfel^es rather inclined to 
indMlge lt« . 

This is analogous to tfgnptation— and 
the moral is, <f keep awfy from the fi^jt.** 
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• — — Wl^ Yf^ntare in. 
Have half acquiefced ia the fia. 

This is the fentiment of Tome poet;.i>at 
I can not make out the difiicb. Nor is it 
«t all material i;- for that reBtenceimuR b^ 
poor, frideeil,^at owes its merit ta* its 
metre. — Weight, .not meafurp^is thepvo^ 
per (landard of true HerUng. "^ • 

14. Cuftom is too apt to obtain a fanc- 
tion, by becoming a Cecond nature* This 
lllotdd be admitted only 4b indifferent mat- 
ters; for^ in others, nCe onl/reirders abuCs 
Camiltar:^ and makes oufiovi the- more re* 
prehenfible; • •. 

--'i5> Perfbns of fenfo forefee a ^ifis. , 
And temporize withoccafion. Shor't-fighted 
people nerer comply , till oecafion becomes 
aeeeflSty^^and then it is often too late. 

id. Some folk think it fufflcient to h^ 
good Chriftians without being good men«— 
lb rpend theix^Uv«s in whoring, drinking » 
cheating— and praying. 

17. Some people pats through life Ebber- 
ly and reH^oriy enough , withdut know- 
ing why ^ or reafoning about it— but , from 
force of habit merely » go to heaven like 
fooU« 
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•^ ^,gie»l Chrifiians maVe an oF- 
.< "^^vpews, for the difpalch of 

*'^;oin$io prayer withbadi affections, 

1^ paying one's leveeinanondrefs. — 

Xkete i» a great deal of fpecies of wit , 

^0aay Adwired writings » where the £• 

^ile falls fhort of the comparifoji, 

eo. Religion was too abftracted before 
the coming of our Sariour. But the clothing 
the Dirinity with matter, hath prefenled 
«j with afeAfible object of our adoration— 
whteb was ■ abCoiutely necelUry to attiaet 
the devotion of the many. — For a philo- 
fophic religion is a religion — for a philo- 
lopher only. 

ft. Marcus Aurelius fays, that he had 
learnedffom Apollinus, ''not to bo im- 
patient when his arguments happen not 
to be ajpprehended."— 

I think there is a reafon , be&des the 
phrlorophic one, for this — A peifon ought 
rather to triumph upon the -advantages 
of fuperiour knowledge or underftanding; 
which fhould incline him more to pity 
than refentment. 
82. People who are always taking «ara 
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of their health , are like mifers » who are 
Iioarding. up a treafure which they hare 
sever Tpirit enough to enjoy. 

33. When 1 fee good men dying often , 
while worthlefs fellows are fuffered to live » i 

I feel the force of that palFage in the Pfalms * 

moft emphatically—** The Lord wifhes not t 

the death of a finner.'* 

54. The nibbling of critics, like the 
mites in cheefe, depreciate a work to 
fome^ but enrich it to others. Quere? 

55. Men tire themfelves in purfuit of 

teft. The reply of Calliikhenes to Alexam i 

der, may be here applied — Was it Cal- \ 

lifihenes, or—*? Not material-— though /' ^ 

fome literary blockheadft-would, perhaps, ^ 
make a buftle about it. ' 

26, It is an impious proftitution of the j 

facrament , to adminifter it to the adulte- 
rer , the oppreflbr , or as a teSt, merely 
by way of qualification for fome tempo- 
val office. Thofe only fhould be admitted 

to the communion, who qualify them- ' 

felves for the next world — not thofe who 
receive it felely for this. 

97. Titles of honour are like the im- 
preifions on coins^ which add no value 

The KQran. Vol. II. N ) 
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to gold and fiWer» but only render brab 
current. 

28* There is no fueh thing as real hap- 
pinefs in life. The jufieft definition that 
was ever given of it» was, **A tran^ii 
acquiefcence under an agreeable delofion.*' 
«-I forget where. 

19. I have known many men who ha^e 
worn oat what little fenfe had been bom 
with them 9 long before their deaths— bat 
yet, having been trained op in ofiFice bn- 
finefs » or feme mechanical trade — as the 
army , or the church'* continued to pais 
through them Aill, like children in a go- 
cart f without either ruCpecting themrelyeB, 
or being detected by others. 

If you nice off the head of a turkey- 
cock after it has been once f^t a running, 
it will continue to keep firiding on , in 
the fame ftalkiag gait» for feveral yards, 
before it drops. 

I have known federal people pafs through 
life 9 plaufibly enough , with as little brains 
as an headlefs tnrkey-cock« 

30. It was an apt faying of Epicurus , 
** Stultus Jemptr incipit vivtre" 
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51. Swiff s loTC-fong^f lA the modem 
tufie, beginniag, 

** Fluttering, fpread thy parple pinions » 
Gentle Cupid , o'er my heart ; 
I a Dave in thy dominions—* 
'Nature muft give way to art ," 

was not a whit too outri^ upon the prOt- 
tily worded uonfenfe of oar lyrics and 
funneteers. 

I happened to be looking OTor my daagh- 
tor's mufic-book this morning, and met 
with feviBral celebrated fongs , performed 
with vafi applaufe at ^anelaugh and Vaux- 
faall 9 which have been penned $nce that 
cautionary ode had appeared in the world 
^^•where the authors not having the fear 
of Swift before their eyes— and in utter 
contempt of our fovereign lord the poet- 
laureat— fuch horrid murders as thefe have 
been wilfully perpetrated., vi%* 

One lover begins , in open defiance of 
the laws , thus— 



V Have you not feen the fun. 

When Junk bentatk the bUis? 
Then have you feen my Molly fair," etc. 

N 2 



-t 



148 T B » *K O R A N» 

t^liicli , being interpreted , is exaetly this 
** Provided that you have never hap- 
pened iojee thejun , when it had become 
invifible , then I will admit that you might 
have Teen my Molly fair ^ who beats the 
fun— ett/ ofjight,^* 

Another poet bewitched , too fublime for 
groveling nonfenfe, elevates his paflfion 
at once into a crime. — For, concluding a 
verfe with this pofition, that 

**Friendfhip with woman \% Jifitr to 
love." 

he commits a poetical ineejt at once-* 
flapdafh. 

But th^ genius that pleafed and puzzled 
me the moft . was the author of the fol- 
lowing fianza: 

*' Come , take your glafs^ 
The northern laCi 

So prettily advifed— » 
I took mjrglafs. 

And really was 
Agreeably Jurprifed.'* 

Upon which arife two queftions , equally 
intereftin^, to be refolved here— —name- 
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ly. What was the glaCi? and what the 
furprife 7 

The latter y indeed, he leti us into the 
fecret of»in the next rerfe-^^-which hap* 
.pens to be the lafs's beauty — and we are 
to Tuppofe this to have been the very fitft 
time he had ever feen it— «— by his beting 
fo much furprifed at the fight.— But then, 
why , not rurprifed before he had taken 
his glafs, as well as after? — —Which 
4«ads us to the folution of the firll quef- 
tion. What manner of glals this was? 

Here the commentators differ extreme- 
ly—one feet affirming it to have been a 
magnifying glafs— which had rnrprifingly 
Increafed the dimenfions of thofe charms, 
which had appeared nothing remarkable 
to the naked eye before. 

Another opinion, and to which, I con- 
fefs , I more incline , as being the moft 
orthodox, is, that it muft have been a 
drinking glad.-*-- That the northern laCi, 
being fomewhat ehtlly, had challenged 
our poet to take a bout with her,— -and 
had bumpered him into a fort of Scotch 
—-or fecond fight— or , in other wprds , had 
plied him up to that pitch of potation. 
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when men are faid to fee double— bj which 
means it became a multiplying glafs — 
which muft have increafed the number of 
her charms to fo agreeably furprifing a 
-adegree , as the lover appears to have been 
fo enraptured at. 

And what fervet^ in my opinion, to 
render this the more natural interpreta- 
tion of the difficulty , is , that philofophy 
Jhas obferved, in proportion as men grow 
warm with wine , their penchant towarda 
the aet of multiplication grows ftronger 
And fironger. 

3t. Zed led a fort of «ig-Kag life , gain- 
ing his points by indirect courfes, as a. 
(hip makes her voyage , by tacks | in an 
advorfe wind. 

33* Varium et mutahiU Jumper fiemina. 

Vtaa. 

Thefe epithets are laid to be fynony- 

■lons. i think not The firft «z- 

pteiHon alludes to the temper^ and the 
leeond regards the affections. 

34. A reflection on the fltortneb and 
Taalty of human life : 

I never fee a man cock his kat, bat i 
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think of my poor father, who has been 
long dead; and am apt to cry out, as be« 
comes a philofopher— — ** What fignifies 
cocking one's hat?" 

35. I never knew but one perfon who 
interfered between man and wife, eithar 
with fafety or fuccefs. Uponadomefiic/^ro 
and eon once between the parties, that 
was rifing even to blows , a friend of niine^ 
who happened to be by , hit the hufband 
a firoke with his right hand, crying, **Be 
quiet , yott brate ;" aifd firuck the womam 
at the fame tim^s with his left, fayini^^ 
'* Hold your tongue , you vixen/' Thea re* 
peating his moral admonitions and friend- 
ly buffets, with a '* Peace, youmonfter— » 
Have done, you termagant — Hands off, 
you coward— -Retire , you virago*'—* fit 
of fbame and laughing feized them botk 
at the fame time, at fuch extraordinary 
and impartial an umpirifm: they fliook 
hands immediately , and became good 
friends for the reft of their lives. 

36. Poets fhould tarn philofophers in 
age , as Pope did. We are apt to grow^ 
ehilly , when we fit out oar fire. 

37. A certain perfon oxprefled hiarelf 
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once very happily (in making aa apology 
for his epicurifm), by faying, that **he 
had unfortunately contracted an ill habit 
«f living well." 

38* The more tickets you have in a 
lottery , the worfe yout chance. And it is 
the fame of virtues , ia the lottery of life. 

39. ** Tot homines » tot Jententiae''^^ 
It cannot then be deemed partiality or 
prejudice , to prefer one's own opinion 
to that of others.— If you can pleafe but 
one perTon in the world , why fhould you 
not give the preference to yourfelf 7 

So much for the fport of faney. But I 
fhould rather give the preference to ano- 
ther. It is impoffible for faith to conceive, 
without having felt it , the fuperiour plea- 
fure of loving another perfon beuex than 
one's felL 

40« Attomtes are to lawyers » what apo- 
thecaries are to phyficians-^only that they 
do not deal in JerupUs. 

41. Writings of wit or genius, ia the 
prefent times , 4s but lighting a candle to 
the bliad.-«It fupplies them only with a 
glare, but affords them no view. 

4B. The definitioa of the Godhead is , 
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** That his inl«lligaDce requires no reafoa- 
ing-»K«ither propofitiont « premifes, aor 
deductions » are necelTary to him. He is 
purely intuitive. Sees equally what every 
thing is poilible to be.— All truths are but 
t>ne idea only. Allfpacebut afinglepotnt, 
«nd eternity itfelf but an iaftaat.*' 

This is a truly philofophic idea of the 
Godhead » a<rd is fuited to it alone , i« 
one veiy peculiar fenfe — that any being 
led than infinite » would be rendered n»ife- 
Table by fuch endowments. Reaibning, ttt« 
refiigation , progreillve knowledge , hopes^ 
completioos* satiety , foeiety, etc. /would 
be at an end. 

The fole pleafures of Coch a being > tf 
not God t muft be thofe of a brate-* reduced 
to reAfuality alone. This muft have been 
the ftate of your demigods , it ever theie 
had been any fuch^-your bull and fwan 
Jupiters ^your fwiae-wallowiog Bacchufes 
—your B-U-m»e Piutoes<— ^te. 

43. A devec fellow. — ^The word clever 

is an adjunct, i^ which all the leaineA 

- languages are deficient.'— There is no ez« 

preffion in any of them » whicb conveys 

the eomprehenfive idea of Ibis epithei. 
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May we not from bence fuppofe , that 
t)ke character here intended, as well as 
the exprelTion , is peculiar to thefe king- 
doms?— And, indeed, it is in a land of 
liberty only that a man can be completely 
«lerer. 

44. How fhocking to humanity , to fee 
the picture of religion befmeared with fa* 
perftition, joEice blooded with cruelty , 
and love ftained with luft! 

45. A tree is to be judged by its fruit , 
not its bloflbms— Quere— — 

~46« There was a book lately publifhed, 
llyled , « Of the future liyet of brutes ," 
which gave great offence to your divines. 
I cannot fee why. The only fanlt i found 
with it was, that it was but poorly written. 

Is there onlyfuch a proportion of M* 
▼atioa in the gift of Provfdenee, that par- 
fons need be jealous of th« participation ? 
T« fuppofe the inferiour animals of the 
creation to be endowed with foals, muft 
prefuppofe oar .own to be out of all dif- 
pate. 

There is eertainly a reraarkabU dille* 
rence in the morals of all the domeftie ani- 
mals , evoa of the Tama fj^edes. The beaiis 
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of the defert we will fuppofe to be unl* 
formly vicious. Wo will fuppofe alfo , that 
thefe are to be the devils of brutes in the 
four-footed Tartarus. 

47. O navisJ referent te , etc. 

The comparing a commonwealth to a 
fbip, is one of the jufteft allufions lo poli- 
tics that can be imagined. But this 

fimile is more peculiarly adapted to Great 
Britain, than to any other ftate in the 
world,; as it has a double right to it , both 
as an ifland , and the firft maritime power^ 
both in naval firength and commerce. 

Whenever, therefore, I hear of .our en- 
tering into a Continenul war, I think I 
fee the brave tars dragging their fhips 
through the ftreets of London , and begging 
their bread, like the Thames boatmen in 
the time of a frofi ; or drawn ap ^m the 
fea-eoafts, through Flanders, to be u fed as 
fealing-ladders , or battering rams , againft 
the walls of Fontenoy , Ghent , or Bruges. 

48. I had a patron once, who ufed to 
pnblifh h^ hind intentions towards me to 
the world, and fo paid htmfelf before* 
hand , without watting for ^ tover&on front 
fTAtitttdo. . . 
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A generous miud may be compared to 
the Latin dative , which has no preced* 
ing article 9 and does not declare its cafe, 
till it comes to the termination. 

Is there not fuch a proverb a ** work- 
ing for ^a dead horfe?^' This was the safe. 
As he had already paid himfelC^ the work 
went riowly on— and is not Bnifhed yet. 

49. I have fuch ayer&on to ill temper, 
that I eoold fooner (brgiye my wife adul- 
tery 9 than croflneOi. I cannot tafie Caflio's 
liifs on her lips; but I can fee a lour on 
lier brow. 

50. I haye fo great a contempt and de« 
tefiation for-meannefs , th4t I could fooner 
make a friend of one who had committed 
murder » than of a perfen who could be 
capable , in any infianoe » of the former vice. 

UndejT meannels » I comprehend difho- 
sefty — —'Under difhonefly , ingratitude-— 
under ingratitude » irreligioa — and und«r 
this latter 9 erery fpecies of rice and im- 
morality in human nature* 

51. There are mai^ ways of inducing 
fleep— The thinking of pnrltug rills, or 
-waving woods-*R^okomng of nnmbeis-*- 
Droppings €rom a wei fponge , fixed orer 
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m. braff pan, ete.--Bat temperance and 
ex^reife anfwer moeh better tbaa any of 
tlkefe Tuccedaneums. 

52. Live to leara , and learo to liye-** 
Quaint* 

53. I have an higher opinion of the fenfe 
and virtue ofwoinen«-'andey^rhad — than~ 
men, or even women themfelves, gene** 
Tally have. 

54. Death U only terrible- to ns, as a 
ebange of Aate.— Let us then live fo, am 
to make it only a continuation of it, by 
the uniform practice of charity , benevo- 
lence and reli|(lon, which are to be the 
exerctfes of the next life—- nnlefc we are 
to be as idle and wortblefs there, as the 
gods of Lucretius. 

£^, I would rather go barefoot, thai» 
do a difhonefi thing. «^ Better to have one'a 
feet dirty, than their hands.— Whofe llyle 
is this? 

56. Some peers of my acquaintance put 
me in mind of a perfon I once knew, 
whofe name, names, or Homen multitu^ 
dUuSi was, Caefar Auguftus, Guftavus 
Adolphus, Mark Anthony , Timothy Keel- 
ing^danciog-mafier. 
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57« It fbocka ma to think bow mucli 
mirchief aliaoft ewety man may do . who 
will but refolve to do all be eaa. 

58. To frame a corps dt referve of tbe 
uglieft and moft mifhapen men , and a bo* 
dy of Amazons too » of the fame ftamp , 
trained to w<ii , to be teat upon the fervica 
of tbe foiloin.bope , would , met^inks, be 
a yaft improvement in tactics. 

Perfons under fucb defcriptions mufi be 
more prodigal of life than others-r-and 
would » befides , be a leCs lofs to the com- 
munity^ The Feri faciem won Pharfalia , 
becaufe poor Pompey'^ troops happened , 
unfortunately ,' to have been handfome fel- 
lows.— But if his legions had been formed , » 
or deformed , out of the above corps » 
Caefar might , perhaps, have had reafoo 
to be forry that he had ever pafled the 
Rubicon. 

There is alfo fomethi/ig terrifying in the 
nglinets of an enemy. One is apt to ex- 
pect lefs humanity, mercy, or quartet, 
from fuch phyfiognomies. ** NovUate afpec- 
tut, milites per cu/fi,*' [ay 5 Tacitus. Kill, 
or be killed , feems, in this cafe, the 01^- 
ly wqrd of action. 
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, From hence fucb perfpns are ftyled friglit- 

T ful — that k, apt to create fears in other«r 
'the King of PruIIla feemed to have con* 

^ ceived fach a philofophic notion as this» 

I J "when he framed the regimenl of death in 

2, the laft -war. 

39. Our doctors fay , that the dead fhaU 

g rife again with bodies. Thb notion appears 
to be an article of faith , agreeable rather 

f to the doctrine of a Mahometan prieft> 

^ tlian a Cbrifiian divine. 

It would be unphilofophrc to fuppofe^ 
that flefh and blood fhall lofe their pro- 
perties after refurrection — nor , indeed , to- 
do themjuftice, is it pretended. — And if 
fo, rU anfwer for it, that the Turkifh 
fcheme of paradife will be the practice » 
though all the metaphyfics of a Chriftian 
fhould be the faith. 

60. Phyficians ought never to drink.*- 
Whenever any diftemper affects them* 
felves y they always call in foreign aid— » 
thinking, very juftly, that the. flighteft 
diforder might impair the judgment. And 
yet, methinksy a man may be able to 
preferve his fenfes much better, in the firft 
Aages of a fever , than after a bottle of wine. 
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€%• The preaebers abroad, ufe To nuclp 
geftuTC and action in tbetr deliirery , that 
the congregation becomes an audience, 
the moment the text is given out — —for 
they imagine themfelves to be prefent at 
Aefehylus's theatre, where the fpeeches 
wereaUfpohenj with correFpondelit gefti^ 
cnlatioit, from a pulpits 

63. We may imitate the deity in all his 
attributes ; but mercy is the only one in 
which we can pretend to e^aal him. We 
cannot, indeed, give like God— «bat fure- 
ly we may forgive liiie him. — Thb is the 
fiyte in which South and Taylor quibble 
your fouls to heaven. 

63. The different judgments we are apt 
to frame upon the deaf and blind , with 
regard to their refpective misfortunes, is 
owing to our feeing the blind generally 
in his beft fituation , and the deaf in his 
worft— namely , in company. The deaf is 
certainly the happier ef the two, when 
they are each alone. 

64* An epicure defires but one difh; a 
glutton would have two. 

63. An atheifl is more reclaimable than 
a papift — —as ignorance is fooner cured 
than fupexftilion. 
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66, A rbber man » when drank , has the 
fame kind of ftapidity about him , that a 
dronken man has when he is fober. 

67, The ehafte mind, like a poUfhed 
plane , may admit foul thoughts , without 
receiving their tincture. 

^S. Shakefpear may be ftyled. the oracle 
of nature. He fpeaks fcience without learn* 
ing , and writes the language of the prefent 
times. 

69. It is a great error in the political 
confiitution of England , that the peerage 
is not limited. — The body itfelf would 
derive greater honour, refpeet and confe- 
quence, from fuch a reftriction^ At pre- 
fent , lords are as plenty in thefekingdottis» 
as German counts and French mkr^uilTes 
abroad; or as the Polifh nobility, who 
are reported to be two hundred thoufand 
firong — —read throng — —and as little 
diRinguifhed from the commonalty. 

But this is not the particular that I moft 
refetat.^*-^ «— I fpeak n^t as a lord, but as 
a commonwealth-man. — The Increafe of 
the^ peerage muft foon deftroy the great 
bulwark of the ftate, by over-balancing 
the weight of the commons, i^eli of the 

Th€ Koran. Vol. //. O 
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largefi fortunes obuia titles, and leave 
none but middling onec intke lower houfe. 
This reduces their importance and dignttjr. 

And thofe who fucoeed thefe peers in 
parliament , are generally their brothers ^ 
their Tons » or other dependents^- —This 
Increafes the inflnence and fway of #e 
npper houfe.— ^So that the rule of Amjie 
rmtfus, majr, pofltbly, foon be as true in 
politics , as it is in philofophy. 

The conftituents are a refiraiat on thetf 
teprefentatires » onoe*, at leaft , In £eren 
yeai».«— --Too feldom! and if the crown 
fhould refufe its aflent to wholefome laws, 
the commons can, in torn, withhold ita 
tevenues. 

But the lords are independent of coa« 
trol. — -^They may prevent the pafftng 
of any bill they pleafe , and the comma* 
nity has no manner of redrefs againft them. 
The king cannot unlord, nor the peoj^le 
jmchoofe them. 

Jn ancient ftates,-pertbne were honoaT- 
ed with « crown, ifbr laving a aatiod. 
Cotonets were, not then conferred for de- 
ftroyUig one. Nor are they now* I allude 
only to the tWelre peers. 
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70. A certain perfoii had onee done me 
a fignal piece of fervice. but had after- 
wards behaired himfelf very unworthilj 
towards me. An occafion foon occurred, 
which put it into my power to requite his 
ill offices ; and I was urged to take ad« 
vantage of it by a friend of mine-^or ra- 
jther p an enemy of his. 

I objected » That this man had formerlj 
obliged and ferved me. True , he replied ; 
but furely his ill-behaviour fince that time , 
has fufficiently cancelled both the fervice 
and the obligation. "^ 

By no means. Merchants accompts awm 
never to be admitted into the higher and 
more liberal commerce of friendfhip. A 
perfon who has once obliged , has put it 
out of his power ever aft<|fr to difoblige 
us. The fcripture has inculcated a pre- 
cept, to forgive our enemies. How much 
fironger, then, muft the text imply the 
forgtvenefs of our friends ? 

The difobligatioa, therefore, being thua 
cancelled by religion, leaves the obliga* 
lion without abatement , in moral. A kind« 
ne(s can never be cancelled— not even bj 
repaying it. ^. 

O t 
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71. The advantages of aeademieal leam« 
ing, as far ^s if relates to the Study of 

languages, is only this that the time 

and labour required to underftand an au- 
thor in the original , fixes the matter «od 
reafomng ftronger in oar minds , than a 
eurfory reading in their own language caa 
l>e fuppofed to do. By which means , know- 
ledge may be faid to be tncnleated into us. 

Converfatioa , too » has the fame effect. 
We remember the perfon , his figure » his 
^ery drels, the eireumfiaaces of time» 
place 9 etc. which all concur to fix the ideas 
ib our minds. This would be a fhortec 
and a pleafanter method of inftmction^ 
and why not practi(e it? 

If the chief 9 which ought, in this eafe» 
to be the fole end of learning , be to teach 
us knowledge , fcience , and virtue , how 
are the dead languages necelTary to that 
acquirement I yirs lortga, vita brevity 
is an old complaint. But the general me- 
thod of education » which the fuperftition 
of our European nniverfities keeps us flill 
incumbered with, increafes thb eril, eyen 
beyond the natni^al fiate of it , by , in ef- 
fect, lengthening art , and fhorteoing life. 
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7«. What perCiDs art by fiartt^ they are 
hy nature. You fee them, at tuch times , 
o£F their guard* Habit may reftrain vice,' 
and virtue may be 'obfcured by paffion— • -^ 
but interval! beft difcover the man. 

One muft live intimately with people, 
to know them*- — and it is not much for 
tbe honour of human nature, to fay, that 
friendfhip fubfifis longer than love — -«be« 
«attfe tbe intercourfe is not fo frequent. 

73. That virtue is its own reward , may 
be underfiood , not only in a moral , bat 
an orthodox fenfe of the words alfo. For, 
according to our divines , that virtue which 
proceeds from a mere natural good difpo- 
Btion, or a regard to ethic beauty only, 
is fo far fron having any merit with God , 
tiiat it is made a doubt, by the thttteeath 
article of our faith , whether it does not 
partake of the nature of fin. 

So that mere fimple virtue, accc^ding 
to this opinion, muft take up with its con* 
comitant pleafure for its reward-^ ~-as no 
action, which does not fpring wholly from 
a -religious principle, and is not dictated, 
either by our lore or obedience to God 
——and does sot direct itfelf, either «c« 
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laally or TirtuAlly, imilMdiately , to his 
glory, can be, in tho leaft degree, entit* 
. led to the promires of the gofpel. 

And thofe miferable finners , Socrates , 
Plato , Seneca , Epictetos , and Marcus An* 
relias, while they igdoraatly meant to 
liavo heaped benefits upon mankind, 
were. It feems, according to this fame 
thirteenth article, but heaping coals of fire 
upon their ^wn heads. 

So that, were a bifhop, now-a-days, 
to take the trouble of converting one of 
fiich fellows as thefe , he ought to begitt 
by ftrippinghim ftark*nakedof all charity, 
benevolence and Tirtoe, and after he had 
been left for fome time lo cool in that 
jBtuation, then pat him oot to fchool, to 
fome clerk of a parifh, to be taught them 
all oyer again anew. 

I hope that the right reverend father* 
of the church will now think me fofficieiit* 
ly orthodox, in. this paflage , to entitle me 
to a deanry At leaft. , 

74» Socrates, in the Phedon, makes a 
great difference between virtae and lial>it» 
with regard to the allotments hereafter* 
He(aya, That aperlbn wko behaire9 well^ 
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ftom a moral principle , fhall be entitled 
to mn iiHIniteljr higher reward, than one 
who fills up the (aoie aeafure oLdatj^ 
merely fFom ufe or exexcA^. 

This is a fine reflection in a Pagan. The 
Chriftian dirines carry their diftinctioa 
much farther » by giving the fame adran- 
tuge to religion oyer morals , that Socra^ 
tes does to- morals over habit. 

75. When the different fpeeies of ani* 
mals are not diflinguifhable throughout » 
ABg the aOiy the mule, from the horfe— 
the monkey , the baboon , from the man 
—they are apt to Chock and difguft oar 

fight. 

The different fexes, Uio, in human na* 
tnre , fhould be as ftrongly marked as pof* 
fible, for the fame reafon. An effeminate 
nan , or a mafcuUne woman , «re ftill more 
offenfiire than the former inftances^^be- 
eaufe they hurt a moral too. Hie muUer 
and kmBc vir, are tiilnatural concords. ■■ 

76. I take the errors and abfordities of 
the Roman eathoUe tenets and doctrines 
t« bave aiifen merely from tbia— >That a» 
loon -M*' the Cfariftian religion came to 
jBifco its way in the wofld, to.be efiab*^ 
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liCliedtiigovcrofiients, mn4 eadniyed wlib 
landf, benefices y.jurifdiclioas 9 and other 
tempoTal emolumeats^ cartaia deifia, or 
BBoral heathens , began to attaick the 
^ureh» as -a mere political tnftitution, 
framed to oTertvm ftates and kingdoau— 
urging 9 that there appeared to hare beea 
no fort of neceflity for a revelation , which 
bad advanced nothing new, or unknown 
to mankind before « from the pure light of 
nature and philofophjr. 

Thus, then 9 the beft evidence of its di* 
vine origin— its being but a more rational « 
compact 9 and refined fyAem of ethics , in- 
troduced with humility, recommended 
with meeknefs , and practtled with mor- 
tification and felf-denial neither en- 
forced with woddly power, nor fubver- 
five of any laws , natural , moral , or po« 
litkal— was pleaded againft it« 

-Upon #hich the councils of pii^fts, in 
thofe days., aUnned for tl^eir temporal 
«fiates, poHiter/ aad dominion, began to- 
gether , in tikedevil'if name ,.and put every 
text •of fc^ptUra on the rack, to coafefs 
articles of faith aad practice , df fuch ex- 
traordinary; n4eabes as the ligfal of reafon 





IP 



T»B KORAN. 



1^9 



could neverhttve dictated , and which were 
directly contrary to whatever its logit could 
ever have rubmitted to— — foch as» infaU 
librlity , tranrubfiantiation , fupereroga- 
tioiiy abfolution, indulgence, diffolvitig of 
allegiance, temporal jurifdiction , ioqui- 
fitioB, corporal penances, and propagat- 
hig the-gofpel of peace and mercy by the 
arguments of fire and fword* The infidels 
were nonfuited upon this. 

y7» Algebra is the metaphyfics of arith- 
itaetie. 

78* The Aumbfing-block of the Jews> 
was their n^ifiahing the fecond coming of 
tfaeMeffiah in gl^ry , fox his firft appear- 
ance in obfcurity. They had conceived 
fa^h a f atn nolioa of their delivere^^ that 
they fcorned to fubmit their faith to a prl- 
▼ate perfon, when they'expected an earth- 
\y king. 

They may, perhaps, plead fome excufe 
for this miftake at fbft — - — but they ap- 
pear really to have been a perverfe and ftiff* 
necked generation of infidels, who did 
not fubmit themfelres to the church of 
Bome, when the Popes had eftablifhed 

The k^rdn, Vxtl II, F 
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the fchools. I met with a difiinction , fome- 
where, once, comparing fcience to wit » 
and art to humour; but it has more of 
fancy than philofophy in it. It ferves to 
give us , howerer , fome idea of the diffe- 
rence between them , though no idea of 
•ither. 

I think that fcience may be ftyled the 
knowledge of univerfals , or abfiraet wif- 
dom ; and art is fcience reduced to practice 
^or fcience is reafon , and art the mecha- , 
nifm of it — and may be called practical 
fcience. Science , in fine , is the theorem , 
and art the problem. 

I am aware that this objection will be 
made— that poetry is deemed an art, and 
yet it is not mechanical. But I deny it to 
be an art — neither is it a fcience. Arts and 
fciences may be taught — poetry cannot. 
But poetry is infpiration — it was breathed 
into the foul, when it firft quickened, and 
fhould neither be ftyled art or fcience , but 
genius. 

Ss^ He who defires more than will fup- 
ply the competencies of life, except for the 
fole purpofes pf charity , refpects others 
more than himfelf. For he pays an expen- 
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gin's womb , and fuffering the palTion , for 
the redemption of the world, 
gi. Another. 

I wonder much , that thofe myfiic di« 
rines who are fond of deducing types of 
Chriftianity out of the Pagan mythology , 
have never made an allufion , from Cerbe- 
xus , with his three heads « to the Pope^ 
and his triple crown. 

The firft guarded the entrance into the 
Elyfian fields , and the latter alTumes the 
keys of St. Peter^the power of abfolu- 
tioa, excommunication, etc 

g2. Another. 
. In the heathen mythology , reported by 
Avienus in his celefiial hifiory , Jupiter is 
faid to have placed Hercules next to him* 
felf in the heavens , with his heel bruifing 
the great ferpent's head, that had kept 
poITefnon of the garden.—- Apply this. 

83. Learning is the dictionary , bu-t fenfe 
the grammar of Science. 

g4. Art and Science are words frequent* 
ly made ufe of, but the preciGon of which 
is fo rarely underfiood, that they areofteD^ 
miflaken for c^ne another. 

I doa*t like any of the definitions of 

F 2 
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If you are in the right ^ it lelTens yoac 
triumph :. if in the wrong , it adds fhame 
to your defeat. 

89. A fingular perCon may be compar- 
ed to a monHer— more admired at, than 
eBeemed. 

90. Defire in youth is a paflion — in age 
a yice— While it folicits us , it is pardon- 
able— -^but when we pimp for it— — O 
rbamefiil ! 

^^i. Friends may be compared to wine 
— the new more pure, and every drop is 
potable:— the old more rich— »but there 
are apt to fubfide Tome dregs of age. Quere ? 
9<. Writings may be compared to wine. 
SenCe is the firength , but wit the flavour* 
No quere. 

93. St. Evremond is the beft modern an- 
cient I ever read. 

94. Probably providence has impTanted 
peevifhnefs and ill temper in fick and 
old perfons , in compaflTion to the friends 
or relations who are to furvive ; as it 
muft naturally leflTen the concern they 

'might otherwife feel for their lofs. 

95. I prefer the Greek epigram to the 
Latin orfe. The firft coofifis in a natural « 
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but not obvious thought , expreffed with 
ftrength and delicacy. The latter has too 
much point and conceit in it : it has not 
the true fimplicity of ancient wit. 

Catullus wrote in the fpirit of the for- 
mer^Martial in the ghoft of the latter. 
Alffloft all the moderns hav^ generally 
imitated the Roman poet, becaufe it is 

^the eafieft manner of writing— requiring 
lefs wit or genius. But the former iiyle 

-muft be original, and is incapable of imi* 

. tation ; or mufl fufifer the cenfure of Ho* 

' lace — 

Fruftraque laborat ^ 

Aufus idem,, 

96. Shaftfbury would impofe ridicule 
on usy as a teft of truth. He is , I tkink, 
in general ,«but a Hight writer. His argu- 
ments are weak, fnperficialy and incon- 
clufiye. He was , therefore , under the ne- 

cceffity of calling in the auxiliary of wit 
to his aid, but failed more remarkably in 
this refource too — for I think that he rea* 
fons eren better than he jefts* 

97. Let yoar pleafures be of choice, not 
•f eoatfe. 
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98* Marriage may be compared to tke 
monfter Liodamira-Indamoro , in Serible- 
fus — — different minds united onljr bjrtlie 
body. But love refembles an hermaphro- 
dite , where different fexes Ate informed 
with but one fouL 

I ranfacked all nature to find out moje 
feemly allufion§» to illuArate my pofition 
—but was obliged to take dp with thefe» 
out of nature , after all. 

99. I thought that to forgire our ene- 
mies , had been the higheft effort of the 
heathen ethic — but that the returning good 
for eyil , was an improvement of the Chri- 
Aian morality. 

But I had the mortification to meet with 
the interloper Socrates , in Plato , enforc- 
ing the divine precept of loving our ene- 
mies. Perhaps for this reafon, among 
others 9 he was fiyled by Erafmuf, <*a 
Chrifiian before Chriftianity." 

iol>. There fhould always be a claufe 
•f divorce in the marriage covenant of 
princes 9 in cafe of barrennefs, in order to 
prevent greater evils. For as poifon has 
often been made a political ufe of upon 
fuch occafions , it might poflibly be £6me 
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temptation to her Majefty to preferibe to 
iierfelf a dofe of adultery, quantum fuf' 
ficit^ in hope <yf. removing obfiructions. For 
a queen may have reafon to cry out vi^ith 
Rachel y "Give me children, or I die." 

This expedient may^ perhaps, be a 
natural reafon for Co many kin|;s« in hif- 
tory, having degenerated from the fpirit 
and virboe of their imputed anceflry. 

101. TheEoglifh confHtution of fiate is 
compofed out of all the ancient polltics-*- 
monarchy, arifiocracy, democracy, and 
oligajTchy— the king, nobles, commons, 
and privy •ooiincil. 

Thefe feveral bodies temper and correct 
each other, like the four ingredients of 
punch— >w here, according to the good old 
•catch ,, 

<<The fliarp melts the fweet, and the 
mild Tooths the firong." 

The firft is the fugar, the fecond the wa- 
ter, the third the fpiiit, and the fourth 
the acid. 

102. There is a maxim , that "it is be€« 
tet ten guilty fhouid efcape^ than one in- 
aocent peifoa fuffex." 
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This 1 deny. Hamanity , a©t policy, 
Ipeaksthis language. The impunity of even 
«ne villain is capable of doing more in- 
'Jury to fociety , than thelefsof even mote 
than one honeft man." 

The lawn of war, though fevere, Are, 
liowever, founded in political juftice. If 
the enemy has got pofTeflfion 6f an out- 
work, no fcruple is made of blowing up 
-the rampart, though part of our own fol« 
^lery fhould be on duty there. 

I feel myfelf fhocked on the clefe of this 
paragraph. This is the fir ft time of my life 
that ever I fuffered my philofophy to plead 
-mgainft my humanity. Sed fiat jujiitia ^ for 
juftice is humanity. 

103. A man's fortune fhould be his rule 
for rparing, but not for fpending. Extra- 
vagance may l>e fupported , but not jufti- 
fied, by affluence. 

104. A gallows , like the forbidden tree, 
• gives. 4it once both death and knowledge. 

105. That truth is hid in a w«U,raBd 
that there is truth in wine , have both the 
fame intiport — ^implying, that none but 
i4:>ber perfons fhduld b« tatrafted with a 
feftet. 
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106. However arch I may be faid to be 
ia my hints, or free in my allulions, I 
never remember to have made ufe of any 
one loofe or obfcene expreflfion in my 
life, and have always difcountenanced it 
in others. 

I have ever held the myfieries of the 

bona dea facred-^ and have fo much of 

the Pagan in me , as to regard love as A 
deity — —which leads me to confider grofs 
language to be a fort of heathen blaC- 
phemy. 

107. Date obolum Belifario. i would 
not have given him a farthing. He deferv* 
«d not to eat the bread he begged — •— 
becaufe he begged it. Was Belifarius a 
Chrifiian? 

lOg. Lucretius ftyles the intellect , ^i* 
riius unguenti fuavis : and fome other 
poet— for my memory is bad— 'Calls lijl^i 
BacchL I fay , that fpare diet , and clear 
(kies, are Apollo and the Mufes. 

109. A criticifm , aft^r the manner of 
Bentley : 

Nil habet infelhi pauper t as durius infi^ 
Quam quod rid\eulos homines facit. 
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Methinks I newr read a poorer Lati|^ 

Xtntence than this. Habet is not the pro« 

per verV hcre-^It betoken«th poflefTion, 

^or which there happens to be no mani^r 

of application in this paflTage. Eft fhould 

have been the verb changing the 

grammar* 

Infiluf paupertas is a faUe metaphor, 
and can only be fupported by certain /igu- 
•rative modes of fpeech, which critics — or 
xather commentators— have framed upon 
the defects of ancient literature. Duriui 
is an improper epithet here. It is expref- 
five of a fenJible quality only. Pejor fhould 
Lave been the comparative in this place. 

In y#— -Superfluous expletive ! This is 
one of the -vices of metre. 

Quam quod — Two adverbs , botli jiro« 
nofyllables , and beginning with a doable 
jaiiteration alfo. Baldi 

Ridiouloi homines, Thefe words onfjht 
not to have been joined (b cloTe together 
in the fame Xealence. It renders the fibi- 
lation of their terminations offenfive to 
the euphonic ear, Bcfides , it is quite ri- 
«diculous to apply that epithet in tbisjplace 
— —for poverty may perhaps render a 
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petfon contemptible, but it muft be his^ 
own fault if it fhould ever make bim ri" 
diculous. 

JFacit, This is but a poor make-fhif^ of 
a verb, and terminates the fentence weak- 
ly. Reddit would -have been- fuller , and 
more exprefllve. 

110. A critical ditTertation on purpurea? 
nijc , after the manner of commentators :• 

Purpurea nix , and purpurei olorer, 
are exprellions in the claflics. It hath puzz- 
led the annotators to account why fnow^ 
or fwans fhould alfume the epithet of 
purple — and having no other way to folve- 
the difficulty , refolved among themrelvear,* 
that the ancients ufed to ftyie all bright 
colours , quicquid vald^ nttens, purple. 

But might not there have been a* breed* 
of fwans among them of a real purple co- 
lour-? Or, might not this defcription have 
been taken from the cyguets , which are 
generally of a fufky colour ,' inclining to 
purple, though non valdd nitens? 

Eric Pontoppidan, bifhop of Bergen— 
not Apzoom — in his learned defcription 
of Norway, fays that the north fea if 
blue. 
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Jn mar€ purpunutn violentiar affluit 
amnis^ 

That the ice there is of the fame colour, 
' and was filled by the ancients, coerulea 
glacigS" and that the fnow on the lops of 
their mountains is alfo bluifh , and is there* 
fore commonly called blahren — that is, 
of a colour inclining to purple. 

I expect that the republic of letters will 
acknowledge great obligations to me, for 
the ingenuity of the above criticifm; as I 
do affirm it to be every way as learned 
and material as many volumes of com- 
mentations that, I am Torry to Cay, I 
have moft fiupidly and unprofitably facri- 
ficed too much of my irretrievltble and 
imputable time to. 

111. To have a refpect for ourfelves, 
guides our morals; and to have a defe- 
lence for others, governs our manners. .• 

112. A regard to decency , and the com- 
mon punctilioes of life, has been often 
ferviceable in human feciety. It has kept 
many a married couple unfeparated, and. 
frequently p^ferves a neighbourly inter- 
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courfe, where love and friendChip hoth 
bave been wanting. 

1 13. That ridiculous exprelTion , in Lord 
Gximfton^s play o£ ^'Love in a boUovr 
IreeV'-*' - 

^* Let's here xeipofe oar wearied limbs, 
'till wearied more ibey be ," 

may be fupportcd by a paflage 10 Horae#- 
**fatigatum /oinno'*'-^tLn^ by another iik 
Tibulltts t 

** Ilia meosjomno laffbs paiefaeit oeellosj^ 

114. Of all knaves, your fools are the* 
worft— rbeeaufe they rob you both' of your 
ttme and temper. 

115. It. is not the force of ,friendfhip^ 
but the prevalence of vice, that makes 
the. moderns fo. often exceed that admir* 
able rule of the ancients , ^fjf^^ ^ aras^^ 
V Carry not your friendfhips beyond the- 
•Har." 

116.' A definition of what are generally 
ftyled bargains , is, the buying a bad com* 
modity that you don't want, becaufe you 
can get it cheAper than a good one when 
you do. ... 
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117. TTie ancients' manner of eonune- 
morattng their gods , heroes , and frieniUy 
was by libations, no^ potations. Woold 
it were the fame among the moderns. 
Wine is often better fpHt than drank- ^ 
11 8* Lovers exprefs tbemfelres proper* 
ly when they talk of an exchange of hearts. 
For this fnchantiug paflTion bnt commufes 
(he characters of the fexes, by giving fpr- 
Fit to the nymph, and foftnefs to the 
fwain, mntually exchanging courage and 
timidity with each other. 

11.9. Drink never changes, but onfy 
fhewJ our nnt ores; 

ISO. All ybnng animals are merry, and 
all old ones grave. An old woman is the 
only ancient animal that ever is hitky. 
131. A moral, in the llyle of Seneca: 
It is better to do the idiefi thing in th» 
worlds than to kt idle for half an hont. 

122. When |i misfortune is impending, 
I cry, God forbid^but when it falls apoD 
me, I fay, God be praifecL 

133. Courage and modefty are the moft> 

unequivocal virtues ^beca9re they are 

ftfch as hypocrlfy oaniiot , imitiate — and 
they have this property in commott alio*. 
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that they are both exprelTed by the rame 
colour. 

114. The ancients reprefented Saturn 
under th.e, character of Time , with wings 
OB his fhoulders; and fetters on his feet. 

This was to mark the fwiftnefs of it to 
fome, and its flownefsto others ac- 
cording to this line» ) 

O vita/Jiulto longa ^ fapUnti brevis* 
/ 

125. "There ^ill be two women grind- 
ing at the mill— the one fhall be taken, 
aind the other left." — The miller's daioi 
'to half the corn for grift » from this text, 
is as good a plea as many of the pretences 
of the Church of Rome are fupported by. 

i3<^. The extravagant encomiums that 
have been handed down to- us from the 
ancient critics , of many of thofe authors 
whofe works have been long fwallowed 
up in the gulph of time , and whofe names 
are commemorated only in their commen- 
taries , might make us lament the lofs of 
fo much wity humour , and fine writing » 
as is there pretended, if the fragments of 
fome of them , which , by their being pre- 
Cerved, we may reafonably fuppofe to 

The Koran. VoL II. Q 
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have been the choiceft parts, did not af« 
ford us an opportunity of judging a little 
for ourfelves* 

And upon fuch a critical review » I dUue 
fay, that a candid reader will think thofe 
writings which have happily efcaped to 
us entire, 4>r«ven maimed, are worth the 
whole library of thofe that lie entombed 
with their .authors. Vide Les jugernens 
detf^avans ^ par M. BaUlet , for five vo- 
lumes of fuch fort of Suff. 

127. One fhottld read both ancient and 
modem critics with extreme diffidence*, 
<upon the fnbjects of literature* The diiFe- 
'rence, nay the contrariety, of opinions, 
given by perfons of e^ual judgment, ca« 
pacity , and learning, upon the very fame 
work , muft furprife us extremely , H w9 
were not to confider critics to be in the 
fame fituation with lovers. Smitten with 
fome features, which another eye might 
poffibly perceive no manner of beauty in, 
they are apt fondly to Impute perfection 
to the whole. 

So that, in one cafe, as well ht the 
other, the old adage, de gufiibus non^ 
may be affirmed.— And therefore , it is not 
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the judgments or the fenfe of the commen- 
tators we kave .any pretence to repre- 
hend , bat their tafte , their fympathy , their 
enivermentSy only. Let us then always 
judge, tafte » or feel, for ourfelves, and 
not be mifled by great names. 

128* Among the. many euripus imper- 
tinences of the fchools , there is none that 
appears to me fo truly rid^culotlf , as the 
firife about the authority of the -wo^^s of 
the ancients. Is it the author , or the writ-^ 
ing, we admire or criticife? But it is Bill 
the authors we have before us , no matter 
for their names, when we- are comment- 
ing upon 'any work of geniuk. • 

I do not care one farthing whether Pif- 
ander's or Virgil's manufcript — Macrobius 
affirms the firft—- was the original of the 
.fecond Aeneid--or Apollonias of Rhodes 
the author of the fourth.-^ Whether one 
Homer, of feven cities, framed the Iliad 
and the OdylTey entire, or only, tacked a 
parcel of old ballads together , and Tung 

them about the fireett of Smyrna, Rhodes ^ 
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134. A toad, fed on tire TAponrs of a 
dangeon, is not fuch a wretch » as a man 
of fenfe, who has had the misfortune to 
he heartily in love with a weak or worth- 
lefs woman. 

Women are apt to be vain of fnch a 
conquefi ; hut more » as the poet ezpreffes 
it, for the triumph than the prize. For 
otherwise » a fool they tvould count greater 
gain. They igoorantly flatter themfelvesy 
that they have been capable of impofing 
oh men of underfianding,.when, in truth , 
it is they who have impofed on them« 
felves. — Their pride will not fuffer theift 
to imagine they could ever fuSain a paf- 
fion for a fool : fo , helping the fair idiat 
out with their own fenfe and uaderfiaud- 
ing, they often lend arms againft tbem- 
felvesy ere they are aware^ 

135. Lovers are apt to hear through 
their eyes — Bat the fafefi way is to fee 
through their ears. — Who was il that Caid, 
Speak, that I may fee you? 

136. A friend of mine was fo coafcien- 
tious a wencher, that he always com- 
pounded with Vice 9 by taking an old 
miftrefs. So that , though he made an 
iiaclot, he did not make a bafiard. 
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m, fifth element, becaafe UdiBfers To muck 
from common w^ter. For titillation , like 
the briny wave , is but a fironger or more 
pungent fenfatlon — one of tke tafte, tk# 
ether of the touch. 

i^i. Maria waste full of grimace, that 
Ibe profiituted every feature of her body g 
but one— and that efcaped , only by her , 
not being able to lie a moment fiill, 

132. In part of Lord Karnes's Elemeatt 
of Criticifm, he fays, that <*mufic im- 
proves the relifb of a banquet." That I . 
tleny— any more than painting might do* 
They may both be additional pleafures*. 
as well as converfation is , but are per* 
fectly diRinct notices; and cannot , with 
the leafi propriety , be faid to mix or b1ea«l 
with the repaft, as none of them ferve to 
raife the flavour of the wine, the fauce» 
tke meat, or help to quicken appetite* 
But mufic and painting both add a fpicit 
to devotion , and elevate the ardour *• 

133. What a dread of death muft fomo 
people have, who would xatker be dyio|^ ' 
than dead ! 

* See what Triglyph fays upon mufie «t 
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144. The many T«rioas>od abrurd fjr* 
Hems of religion, reported from the moft 
ancieat hiftories of the £everal parts of 
the world, appear to amount almoft to a 
proof, that there muft have been fome 
part of revelation origioall/ made to oar 
firft parents ; which , handed down to poAe- 
rity by oral tradition , or , at beft , by types 
and hieroglyphics , received fuch altera- 
tions and corruptions, through the mif- 
takes, the weakneiTes, or finiSer arts of 
man, as made it terminate in downright 
idolatry among the ignorant, and in a- 
theifm with the learned— — to a certain 
pitch of error and prefumption. 

For, had there not been any revela- 
tion at all, there would either have been 
no Cort of religion*4n the -world , or a more 
rational ' one. For, in that cafe, it muft 
have been deduced , by tracing effects up 
to their caufes, as far as the philofophy 
of the age , in whidh this f bould have 
happened, might have been able to have 

reached— And then Deus interfit. So 

that the natural pbilofopher , and the 
moral reafoner , both joined in one , muft 
have become atheift. 
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BqI this, probably y cduld never have 
d been the origio of religion, for the fol* 
I'. lowing reafon — That this philofophic re« 
li; fearch muft have happened in latter times 
iJE than thofe« in which hifiory informs us, 
k the many fantaftic nodes of ancient wor- 
j^ Chip had been profeiTed among all the na- 
tt tlons of the earth , even the moft illiterate, 
,1 ignorant , and barbarous , who never could' 
^ have taken up the leaft notion of xeligioa 
,; from their Own premifes or conclufions. 
Ir 145* There are two forts of moral 

f writers. — The one reprefents human na* 
ture in an angelic light , and the other in 
abeaftly one. The firft are generally found 
among the ancients; and the latter entire- 
ly among the moderns— chiefly the FrendK 

They are both wrong. One argues 

from the beft, and the other from the 
worfi, of our fpecies. Doctor Young has 
a juft fentiment , in his Centaur , which 
reconciles thefe different writers — ''We 
cannot think toa highly of our natures , 
nor too meanly of ourfelves." 

146. A Moutaigniana , 
Or a wandering thought, after the man* 

ner of Montaigne : 
Th^ Koran. VqI. II. R 
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While A man it reading or tbinking a^« 
firactedly, be is a king for the time— -m 
being quite free from any manner of re* 
flection regarding his own circamfiances. 
Indeed* how feldom is it in the day that 
be feels the difference between himfelf 
and a king? 

Monarchs are unhappier than their fab* 
jects — fo( ufe makes fiate familiar, and 
the fatigue grows ev^rj day more irkfoine. « 

Has opulence and grandeur then no 

advantages ? — None but the power of 

doing good. 

I have oftejD been furptifed that fo little 
of this kind of manufacture is ever wrought 
by princes , when the very rarity of the 
work might ferve to render their names 
famous to poflerity 

''And p>iid a tradefman once, to make 
him flare/' 

But away with all ambitipn , which on- ' 
ly affects our names, without improving 
our natures. 

147. A moral, after the manner of Roche- 
foucault , and others of that fiamp of im* 
jnoral writers, who, in all their philo- 



fbp^ie refleetiont « fendeftvour . t» depre« 
cfate human nftture : 

As our ^dies are eompoutided of diffe* * 
ftfiH eltmentj, fa are our nkids-of Yftrioi^s 
paflfiont.— > — And as the blending of thtf 
fefaMr creates ibe onion of body, fo is 
all Yiriue^pioduced by the balancing oc 
•ommizing of the feTora) affections and 
projpenfities of the fouU 

' As our bodies are feimed of clay, fo 
are even our virtnes madenp of meannefe 
oe yiee."— Aidd yain glofy to avarice , and 
it rifes to ambition.^-* —Lufi infpire» tho 
lover y and felfifh wants the friend. — Pra* 
dence is created by fear, and courage a- 
rifes from madnefs, or from prider 

148. A reflection on the deegns «f dg* 
cvrum, in morals: 

A. friend of mine diftrained a tenani't 
cattle for rent, then took them out of the 
pound , and put thei»on his own demefoe 
to graze. The: atrear wat: difcharge d in a 
dhiy or two. The ftock was furrendered^. 
but the tenant was charged for their grafs» 

There appears certainly to be nothing! 
contrary to law« or moral , nor the leaft 
fort of epprelTion or eztoitiom iathls mal- 
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ter. It WM equal to the tenant , whethec 
Ke had j^aid for grazing to the landlord » 
or the pound-keeper. Then what cail it 
be, that firiket one fo ftrongly with the 
idea of a difference ? 

There moR furely be a wantt>f daeency 
in this action.— > And thongh it may be» 
perhaps , too refined a fpeealation ^ to traco 
tlii» Tub: lie connexion between tbeni, yet 
I think, that want of decency offends, 
by implying, in Tome fort, a deficieni^ 
of moral. It certainly does of 4hat refined 
moral which Prior hints at : 

" *^ Beyond the fijc'd dndfettUd rides 
Of vice and virtue in the Jchools ^' etc« 

If decora m be not the fubfiance of vir- 
tue, it is at leaft one of its accidents. It 
is an adjective, which depends upon fome 
moral for its fubftantiTe.— It is the round , 
the full, the fair, of the great circle*. 
Or , it may be compared to the fine ef- 
fence of light, that muft have fome folid 
matter fov its fubject, upon which it re« 
fleets all the beauty of colours. 

* See Prier*s ule of Protogenei sad Apelles. 
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149. Tlie mind ts natur^ly active, and 
will employ itfelf ill, if yon do not ern^ 
ploj^ it weU« Mi^iciant tell us , that when 
they iraife theideyil, they muA find him 
work— and that he will as readily haild 
A- chnrch. iL» poll one down. 

150. It is in what the world reckons 
trifles that a. good underftanding fhonld 
moft employ itfelf. — Great oecafions gene* ^ 
rally direct their own operations , and boi 
feldom oecor«^ while every day's expe* 
neaee prefents yon with fmall cares fuffi* ' 
cieut to exerciCs jfonr olmoft prudenee 
upon.**- •.-p— Therefore , 

** Think nought a trifle , though itfmaU 
appear-^ 
Small Jands tht mountmn'^'-^momenti 

make the year ' (I 

And trifles V^;^Tour care to trifles give , J 

Qr^fiu may die — before you learn to live.'* 

Youiic. ^ 

151. I think that a perfon may as well f' 

be afleep for they can only be faid ' 

to dream who read any thing, bat 

with a: view of improving their morals, \^ 

«t segnlatlng their conduct. j | 
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152. Nothing In this 1tfe» aft«r liealtk 
and r'uXot , k more efiimable than know- 
ladgQ^nor «• there «ny thing fo eafiljr 
Attained » or To cheaply •potchafed^the 
labour only fitting ftiH, and ibe expenfe 
bat time, which, if we do not fpend, we 
«annoC faif«. / 

153* If time 9 like ooaej » -could be laid 
%7 9^ while one was net ufing it, there 
'Blight be fome escufe for the idlenefs of 
^all the world— bat yet not a full one. 
For even this would be fuch an oeeonp- 
«&y, as the Imng on 'a principal fum^ 
without making it purchaTe iatereft. 

t54> There are three ways of dealing 
with time— — Ipfing it, fpen^ng it, or 
putting it out to ufe. 

Ampliat aetatis fpatium jSfi vir bonu$ 
— hoe €fi vivere bis^ vitd pqjffk priori fruU 

155* One .of the Cathers comjpaief eoji* 
templation and action to Rachd and Leah. 
The firft was faireft^ bat the latter more 
froitftil. 

I am afraid he was not^aite orthodox, 
hj the wit of his fimile. 

15^. To the many difficult coneehs of 
the ancients , lor the cramp of wit— ^tas^ 
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as poems cut out into the fhapet of hearts , 
altars » wings , etc. I would iaeumber lite* 
rature with a fancy of my own invention 
—*"»— which, if it fhould once obtain-* 
as» from the futility of it, there can hard* 
ly be a doubt-— may be ftyled, thedoubfe 
^ttfrim/--«becaure the laft word in eveiy 
line is always made to chime to the firft, 
throughout the poem— «— which takes off 
from the confiraint of couplets , and joins 
the fireagth of blank verfe, and the foft* 
aefsof rhyme, together, in the fame line* 

Examples. 
Love is the pivot on which all things 
move. 
Death is no more thanjlopping our lafi 
breath. 

With other moral reiections of the fame 
kind. 

157. Jack had every merit of a fchool* 
boy— except ^is learning— — and he is 
now too old to retrieve that article. 

138. Mifs R married, only becaufe 

fhe had been furfeited with fornication^ 
and longed to try the variety of adultery 
a little* 
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Simple meats become infipid to a vi- 
tiated tafte— -^Jt requires mixed Eauces 
to quicken appetite. 

^9. James Tupplied the want of fpirlt 
wiih tKe ufual fuccedanfum of rpit«,— -^ 
,Quantumfufficii. 

^ . i6o» Ned bad a little (pirit oi^hm and 
humour, fometimes, that uCed to render 
him entertaining enoo^ on^articnlar oc- 
cafions-r-— but when that TeUi did not 
happen to ferve him^ one might well faj, 
that Ned was a dulldog^ without a joke. 

161. Mrs. N— — was an infenfible li- 
bertine—and intrigued more through vice 
than jpaffion. 

169. Mr. G — — 's houfe 2s fo kennelled 
with dogs, that one might fancy he lived 
in a foreft , and had no other neighbours 
but bears. 

16^, George has To much impndence in 
him, that, like the Scythian, he might 
b« faid to be face all over* 

164. Kit was mafter of a kind of in- 
verted wit, that conlified in a remarkable 
quicknel^ of n^ifapprehenfion. He would 
often pretend to miftake fqme one word 
in a fentence, for any other of a fimilar 
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fpund^ and,,-hy copnmeiitYii^ » or Yanning 
It perody on it, contrive to throw thp 
%eak^r iiito ao emhar«fi[meiit, 

J 65. A lie is n ^elj^ff^te icp^axAke*^ 
'tt u to «€ear man , and' br#ye God. 

: i66i I never drinkt-r-X- cannot do it, 
.i0n eqnal terms with othese*r-!^-^It eofts 

them only one day but me three — — 

the firft in linning, the fecond in fafPer^ 
ing, and the third in repenting. 

167. Sight iehjr^iich the noblefi of jhe 
feofes. We receive our notices from the 
other four, through the organs of fenfa* 
tion only. We heat., we .(eel , we fmell, 
'W.e tafte , by touch. Rut fight rifes infinite- 
ly higher.— *— It is refined above matter* 
And equals the faculty of fpirit. 

1^. Ta pat oorfelves in, <^hepperfofts' 
places , would obviate a great deal of the 
jealoufies and refentments we are too fre- 
quently fenfible of towards them; and to 
put others into ours, would confiderably 
abate the pride and haughtineCs of our- 
felves. 

1^9. Freethinkers are generally thofe 
who never think at alU 

170. Sir Ifaac Newton ufed to fay, that 
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it was mere labour aiid patient tliinking » 
wbicfi liad enabled bim to inreftigate the 
great laws of natore. — —'Heat tboe, yt 
bloekbeads; and go 'fiafy. 

And becanfel know bownnicb a good 
oxamplo is apt to inflaenee , I will begin 
« eonrfe myCelf, as fooa m 1 hiem "wrote 

TIKI 8 

SSSAIARUM^ 

SENTIMENTORUM, 

CHABACTERIUM/ 

A T Q V S 

CALLIMACHORUM. 
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PREFACE, 

VlflfiB^^Aio Lbti wrote as tnttny booCs 
as Ke was 'years old. Hooier divided th^ 
lit Ad and the Odyftty into as many books 
git the^e are letters in the Greek alpha-^ 
bet. Herodotus numbered his books after 
the Mufes. And if ever Wilkes fhoold; 
commence an author, he will never ftop, 
probably, till he has publifbed volumes* 
forty '-iWfl. 

From all which jpremifes, I think it moft 
appear pretty plain to the intelligent read- 
er, that Tria Juncta in Uno ought to 
divide his work into three parts, in alla- 
£on to his name— which , you fee, I have 
accordingly done. 

And, for this reafon, I make not th# 
leaft manner of fcruple to prefer myfelf 
before all and every of the above-named 
authors^-— 'not only on account of my 
woik being fo much fhorter than any of 
theirs, but principally in compliment to 
the number three ^ which you know—- pr 
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eiigbt to know— to be the completefi fum 
in arithmetic. 

To odd Bunhers , tn general , the an- 
eients attribuied eerlafn charms or power* 
-*but three fiands the foremoft of them 
all— as it M the firft thM is capable of 
the aQt or potency oC multiplication. : 

If jou wpnld be more deeply Uara^ 
upon- this fubject, coi|fu|t my. cAay on 
Ihie fame number— '— though I. am nol 
fuite fure whether I (hall afford you an 
Opportunity of doing Co » in the coarfe of 
t)i&s work , or no— That wUl'depend entire* 
fy upon my having, or not haying, fuffi- 
cient notes to finifh this rolume without it. 

Three was the number of the Graces, 
the Furies, the Fates , the Syrens, the- 
Gorgons, and the Graeae— — thofe in{ev> 
nal hags , who had but one eye and oar 
tooth among thera., which they ufed to-, 
borrow, by turns » as they were to Cee 
company y or chew their end. 

When I fpeak* of the Syrens ,. I only 
paean the thiee of them that are now alive-* 
namely , Aglaope « Pifinoe , and Thelxiope 
•<->There had been a fourth among them 
oiig.tnaIly — — > the dear Parthenopo — — 
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my favoorite of them a\y-^They were tbe 
slaughters of Melpomene.— She got them 
merely to dUert her melancholy -* -*by 
whom^ I really have forgot«- 

They had been^ all four, maids of ha* 
Hour to the princeCi Europa, when the 
divine bull carried- her off. — The chafie^ 
the tender Parthenope was fo fhocked at 
the rape, that fhe tooii giief and died. Her- 
miftrefs had, happily, a ftrongec cocifiita* 

tion. Or, poffibly,. a rape may fome- 

times offend thofe who are not ravifhed,. 
more than thofe that are. 

Geryon had three bodies, Cerberne- 
heads enough for them> all ; and Solomon 
as many options^ There were three Trium* 
virates-i-Caefar, Pompey^ and Crafl[tts<— 
Auguftus, Anthony, and Lepidus — and 
Andrews, Beville,. and Carewe — Thi* 
laft is formed by one Triglyph too. 

Apollo had his tripod, and Neptnnt 
his trident. One, two , three , and away , 
was the note for Harting at the Olympie 
races. And the ancients ufed to call thrice 
upon every corpfe , to know if it could 
ftart any objection to its being interred. 

Which naturally leads me to Hades , ox 
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AdeSylbexyld-fAflikrned-regionof diflriba- 
tion y according to our good or bad deeds. U 
eonfifted of three proTinces — Erebus , Tar- 
tarus, and Elyfium— 'Heayen , Hell, and 
Forgator;^. It had its three judges too — Mi- 
sos, Aeacus^ aildRhadainantlrus. — Its three 
nvers alfo — Phlegethon, Cocytus, and 
Acheron. — With many other triads , toe 
numerous and inconfiderafole to mention. 

la the midff of the above enumeratiojj 
tripartite, it occured to me, to mention 
the Pope's triple crown among the re& 
But I fuppofed y that this emblem bad its 
allufion — and I was refoWed to reftrict 
myfelf entirely to fable. 
; With regard to the folio wing'collectton, 
I think I need not trouble you with any 
manner of preface about it ; for the yctj 
title of it fufficiently explains the nature 
of the defign. I thought that a compilation 
of this kind , might be not only an enter- 
tainment to the publi<}, but alfo, in Tome 
iaftances , improving. 

Adieu— — 

That ye may thrice happy be , prays your 

thrice obliged,, and thrice humble ferFant, 

TRIA jaNCTA IN UNO. 
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MEMORABILIA. 

1. Z0R0AST£R, fays Pltny, was re- 
ported to have laughed on the day of his 
birth. Sir Thomas More laughed in lh« 
liour o£ death— —Which was the moft 
extraordinary ? • . 

s. Publius Syrus fays , that a^womafl^ 
knav^rs no medinm • between loving and 
hating. . 

3. There were famous women of all the 
philofophtc fects-'but infinitely a greater 
number are recorded of the Pythagorean 
fchool — «— though it en|oiatd filence, and 
the k^ping of fecrets« 

4« John Weaver t in his Hifiory of Aa* 
eieni Monuments , publifhed in the year 
1630, quotes the foUowing prophecy front 
as holy anchorite in Ring Elihred's time: 

<«]Eogl^fhmen^ for as much as they ufo 
to dronkelewnes^ totreafon, and to reck* 

The Koran. Vot IIL S 
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tenets of Goddes -Kous» firft hy. Danes, 
jind then by Normans., and atte Ihirde 
time. by Soottes, tliey fhall'be OTeroome." 

5. Monfieur Sainttyon, in his life of 
Tamerlane, fays, that in a certain Per** 
fian nation , of the pioyince of Chonvat- 
fam , the peo]^e are all 'born ^th a mu- 
lical voice ; and that the children's moaa 
OT cry In the cradle is peirfecfly Melodious. 

"This muft be owing— —>for I would 
4llways rather account for, than difpote a 
thing — —to the peculiar lituation of the 
country , which may pofllbly have the effect 
cf modulating the air. in hilly .coi&tttrtes , 
the elaflic Tptttig of -that -element commu- 
nicates a certain fhrillnefs , or fharp ac- 
cent y to wliaterer fonnd At reyetberates. 
In Wales, the dogs hnAi with an eae- 
piercing tone — and perhaps with a brogue, 
as Mrs. Digtjerty fays , in Ireland. 

6. 'the laft words that Nero uttered^ 
after -he •had done but jufiice on bimfeif , 
were — O wbat an ^excetleat -harper die* 
this day I 

7. My taylor in London ilfed to let his 
ffipe flow all day , "hy way of lolling bim- 
feif with the found of a water-faiL 
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S* Tbjit dukes woiild be minifiers of ftdte I 
t an4 that coblers fhould keep holy-days f 
J, . 9. la the Rabbinical account of tbo 
I Jewifh trials and punifbments for aduLttry , 
^ there is one very curious particular: 
1^ They gare the woman a potion, com* 

I pofed by the prieft , called a^ua zelotiphae « 
^ or .the water of jealoufy.— If fhe had been 
. guilty y Itpoifened her forthwith — without 
benefit of clergy, fiat if innocent , it increaf- 

,' ed her heallh and fruttfulnefs What 

fino juggling there muft have been here! 
And if the huCband happened to Ivaye 
been guilty in the fame way hfmfetf , the 
draught had no ill effect on the woman » 
though fh^ had been erer fo culpable.— 
Natural jufiice y this. 

10. The Spanifh inns make a charge for 
noife always in their bills 1, whether yo« 
make any or no. 

11. The Bifhop of Beauvais, who fue* 
ceeded Cardinal Richelieu , as premier ia 
France » propofed to the Dutch , that they 
fhould all turn PapiAs , or be turned out 
of the alUance with the grand monarch. 

is. Louis the fourteenth , though a king, 
rewarded fn«iit , aad encouraged literature, 
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13. The two lafi letters in Shibboleth, 
\WOuld be as goed a tefi of aa Infhniaii, 
.AS the two firft were of the Epbraimites. 

14. The Athenians always call their 
.children into the Tea , that happened to 
be born with any manner of defect or de- 

formity. ^I prefer my own fch«me ia 

the Callimachies to this. See No. 58* 

15. Inter Je is an idiom in the La- 
tin , which fignifies , from each other; 
though both the grammar and dictionary 
^f ih^t language would render it, among 
Jhemfelves -—vfhich is the yery leverfe. 

i6. To grammarians, lingutfts, nurfes., 
and philofophers , greeting : 
\ What. can be the reaPon, that all the 
iittle children of Great Britain Jtnd Ireland 
wniverfally fay Me, for I? — Me love you 
—Me is fleepy — Me is hungry , etc. 

This cannot be imitation-p-For the moft 
illiterate parent , nurfe , er fevvant , al- 
ways fay I. 

17. The ancients have depicted Cupid 
and Somnus fo alike , that they are not 
to, be difiinguifhed y but by their emblems. 

Surely they could not mean, by this 
equivocation , that lore was bat a dream » 




T ic B K O R A N. tij 

wliich raninies into air, as foon as wc 

awaken to eur fenfes. J 

r8. The devil is Milu>n's here. Ovid 
Teems ta have been as partial as the old 
;giaQts. '* ^ 

19. Spence , ia his Poly metis » fays » very 
gravely, that the giants were not fo eafily 
•conquered, as might have been expected. 

And again » that Tome poets had defcrib- 
•ed that affair, as attended with mor^ 
difficulty than they ought. * 

so. Spence fays alio , that Statius de- || 

bribes Minos and Aeacus fitting in Judg^ 
-ment, to aflTift Pluto — and adds, but it 
muft have been only oecafionally. 

SI. Adad was the greateft of jhe AITy* 1! 

Ttan gods. — Is thia what we mean, whe« 
we fwear adad? 

ss. Lord Karnes., in his £4ements of 
<!ritioifio , hints , that brutes .might b^como 
rational, if the ufe of fpeech was com- 
municated to them.^-Pray are Parrots ot 
JVIagpies rational? Women avet w^ know ^ 
— — but would they be 4e(s fo, if they 
Tpoke iefs ? 

8$. Androcles was the name of tbe^per- . 
fon vrfaoledihe tanae lion about the ftreets 
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ot Rome.— See th« fkoty of it in Aolus 
Gellius ; and believe it » if jou can, 

94. The exprelTion In Shakefpear, of 
fack and fugar, is not fo abfurd as it 
founds. — Pot fugar to fack, and it ^tos 
It a brifky lively flaTronr^ that cures it 
of t4iat heavy , itffcious iafte , which it haa 
In its own nature* 

9^, Sir Ifaac Newton was tniftaken in 
his philofophy of vegetables being nourifk* 
ed by moiftare. • It is only the vehicle. 
^hepaMum, or incrementum ^ received 
from the earth. 

I am forry Aat this pofiulatuni is not 
true. — It would have deAroyed the alTer- 
lion of the atheifis » that this world was 
from all eternity. Had plants taken their 
augment from moifture , and then perifhed 
into earth , there oould not have fubfifted 
fnch an element as water now in nature* 
Therefore , the Mofaic hffiory «f the 
World's having been made in time^ muft 
have been true. 

It might alfo have foggefted a philofo- 
phical proof of this world's being finaHy 
to be deftrdyied by fire. — For heat will 
iacTeaCey io proportion 4o the decveare mi 
moifture. 
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^^. A certMir VeitettATi , a jetton of po- 
> lite learning and fine tafte , wils To firuck 
with the refined difference 1)etween Cn^ 
tuHti5 and Marttat , hitheir -epigrams , that 
lie iiHed to ^erfornl an annual ceremony 
Ifi^s library , on •each retntning ^ay ef 
Catii11us*8 mortutty in wliich %c facrificed 
a -Yolume <yf Marfial'^ woilts to the mahes 
of his favourite author. 

27. It has been remarked, that mea 
are often mofi firongly attached to women 
who have tiot one valuable , "Or -amiable 
^nality to recommend them.—- —The ar- 
gnmentfor whieh nwiB then "be, that if a 
man happen fo fall' in love without any 
reafoo» he can nevfer have any reafon 
for ceafing to love. 

*8. <5eorge has lately olbtained a peer- 
age. —He was little, but would be lefs— 
R» purcbafed a title« and 4N5cane mose 
c6atemptible. - 

'■ ftp. f^di'-woBren cry Noble Oyfters 

'tbty certainly are full as noble as any 
family blazoned out 4n*Coll4ns'*8 peerage* 
— ^ff iiot of as ancient an heufe, of as old 
a bed at leaft.— And lo Fhew their rich- 
aefs to«, pearis and they are eongeaiai. 
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30. Tbe detiviog x^ families fronr aa- 
ei^nt Uip^s» m^Tely ffom the fpund or 
fiiQilarity of nam^s » as^s done in all bookf 
•of heraldry » pHls.mfS in. mind of Swift « 
conceit » in pro,vHig ^ tl^e ; a|itiqaity ; of beei 
from the Hiyites , a i;ace of •people men* 
lioned in the Old Teftament* 

3 L, The Jews were the firft nation , npoi 
vecordy who introduced an attention t« 

geaealo|^. They had a reafon for it, 

both in their law and 19 their gofpel.— 
But after the coming of our Sayiour, one 
fhould cendude all.fuch fuperftition te 
have been at an end^a« St. Paul fays, 
** Neither give heed, to fables , ^nd endleb 
genealogies , which minifier queftions, rs- 
iher than godly edifyiags."— 'And agaii 
— *< But avoid fbolifh queffiions and genes* 
logies." . , . 

3«. The Qeggai^'s Opera was written ia 
order to ran down the Italian ones« Eat 
it is of late become, the objetct. of Its own 
ridicule. They haye fb earboi|a<|ed and 
fritterelUed it, that it is now neither one 
thing nor the other^an EngHfh , nor aa 
Italian opera-^They lare , at length , be* 
come allies 9 and b«hhle fM.,^ir. . 
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33. Tbectreumfiance of Robert dircovei- * } 
iDg his lather, WiUiam the Conqueier, ' 
at^an cogagemeDt in Normandjr, luA as M 
he was going to kill hinit their recancilia- ^ 
tionifl the fight of both armies, etc, would ( 
be a fine fituation for an afTectmg tragedy. * 1 

34. A friend of Sir Thomas M ore's oifer- 
ed him the choice of his4aughter» fox a 
wife. He liked the fe.cond' one the beft, 
but accepted of the eldefi , merely to faye 
her the mortifieatidn of haying a yonngec 
fifier preferred before her* 

This is a fine ftory , by way of teft , to • ^ 

try the force of fentiment in others. The 
queilion happened t» be propofed to me 
once in this way— 'I approved of the gene- 
Tofity of the aet , but had the modefijr to 
anfwer it only ^y faying , that a perfon 
ought to be afhamed to differ in opinion 
from fo great a man » in any action of his 
life: 

35. Tacitus gives the character of a man » 
magis extra vitiis^ quam cum virtutibu» 
—This expreflion b by no means juft, 
in a firict fenfe ; for it is a.vice to be void 
of virtues. Dum fails putant vitio carere » 
in id ipfum incuiunt vitium^ quod virtu* 

the Koran. Vol. III. T 
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Mus parent 9 fays Qitiiitiluiii, who waa 
aet only an excelUat eritic » bat a found 
BBoraKi. 

Taeitus bas many beanties ia hu writ- 
ings, bat would facrifice any thrag to the 
framing of an antithefis, SaUufi.» and others 
among the aneient* , had the f^me paflion. 

36. Loke fays, that wit and ^gment 
f aiely ineet in the Came perfon ; becaufe 
that their talents are directly oppofite— 
the firA collecting togethei all ideas which 
are any way alike ,^attd the latter em- 
ployed in feparating thofe which in any 
particular differ. 

Methinks there is more wit than judg- 
ment in this reaMirk«-For fhe fame ^uick* 
nefs which can form. an afleml^lage, is.aa 
nimble at diftinguiChing. — The proverb is 
not applicable here,--*Thofe wka hide 
' can find. 

37. In the ninth book of Pope's IlUd» 
there is a note On the 494th line, where 
I think that both Euftathius and he kave 
mifiaken the feafe. 

When Achilles fays, that he defpifes 
Agamemnon , like a Parian , he Ceems to 
hint that he muft have had as venal a 
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, foul i» ike .people of Caiia— ^ nation of 
. fioeotia, that ufed to hire out its troops 
like tlie. modern Swifs— to think that he 
^oald be bribed to battle by the pre Cents 
he offers. He fays , Juft before , his gifts 
are hateful— and immediately after, 

.. If of thoQgh he pToffer'd allhimfelfpo^ 
. iejOTd* ete; 

The beS way of folving a text , is by 
its own context, 

3^ .^'/ ie meae J! partem anuhae rapit 
Maf^riorviSf'^uidmororaiteral 
Nee carui aeque^ nerjuperftes 
Integer? 

HoR. L. 9. Od. i> 

Pleafe to obferve here, that Paddy Vio* 
race fays, hb friend is part ofhimfelf; and 
that If this fan^' pah fhould be taken a« 
way , the' remainder — altera — would not 
be the wYioH ^wteg€r. 

Now i[f any modern author had wrttten 
the above palFage, woold not the Englifh 
critics ftyle it an-Htbernicifm? < 

39. There is another paffage too in thi» 
, iMithof j: wMch may likewK<»|he carped at ^ 
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but that it it not certalfi wkeflier the enot 
is to be impated to the writer or trail* 
fcriber-'moft probably to the latter, be« 
caufe that fe fmall an erratum would fet 
it right. ' / *■ ' 

.. Quid Urras alio caUmtts 

Soh mutamutf PAtri^^ guit ganti 
Se ^uofui^Jugit? 

\ Lib. t. Od. i6» 

Here the fenfe is deficient in the firft 
fentence'-becaure the coiniBjntation is not 
propofed — —and the expreflion abonnds 
with a pleonafm in the Ifeeond — ^For e«e/ 
comprehends patriaj. 

But change this }aft word into patria^ 
and join it to the jRrfi fentenee— let os fee 
how it will Aand^opon this alteiratioii. 

Quid terrai alio cahntes 

. Sole mutamut patria?_Qui* 0jn§i^ 
Se quo^ue fugit? 

Ton fee that the deieienej is' by this 
means fupplied in the firft part, and the 
abundance refcinded in the latter. • 

40. Pere Bapin fays, very jnftly, of 
»oft of theifaliaii writers, that they ftrirt 
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vatber to fay tbingi wittily than natorally. 

Sttt both French and EngUfh authors have 

frequently the fame fault. 

I«ook back to number 35 , for the com* 

mencement of this Tieious flyle of writing, 
41. The Apollo BeWidere is eonfefled* 
ly the iineft ftatue in the known world.-— 
How could theyery ingenious Mr. Spence, 
In his Polymetis, miftake his figure and 
eBpreffion* juft .after having flain the Py« 
tbon » for a fimple Apollo Venator ? 

4t. Who need ever be vain of a poet's 
praife, when it is fo notorioufly known 
that the MuCes (^ng a funeral elegy on the 
death of this fame ferpent Python , flain 
by Apollo 9 their very god ? . 

43. In philofophy» it 11 faid» that en« 
nuehs bear wine better than men do. The 

-phitofopher then who elaimed the prize 
ofdrinking-y for being thefirft drunk, did 
boi|Our to his gender. 

Liften to this, ye jovial country 'fquires^. 
and never boaft again of being^^^^ble to 
earry off a greater quantity of liquor -» I 
think that is the phrafe^than other men.'* 

44. St. James (ays» << Count it all joy, 
when you fall into divers temptations." 



4S2 T H « K.O ft A N; 

45. By tbe inftituHon^ e£ Lyrcurgui , the 
ligoor of the Spartan difcipKbes both ia 
apparel and diet, was relaxed In time of 
war. 

46. There be fix things, in phyfic» ftyf- 
-•d non-naturals. And what do you tfiink 
they are? Even tbe raoff natural thingt 

in nature — diet— evacuation air— — 

ezdrcife rieeping— -^and waking. 

47. In the Harleian Mifoellany , volume 
the firfty and page £rfi— the preamble—* 
there is this exprcfiTion :— **To fhcw ihat 
when God is on our fide, neither the pow« 
>er nor the policy of m'in is able to do 
OS harm." — What a deep 'reflection! How 
idany volumes of Termons liave I feeii 
wrote in the fame way ! 

48. The Capitol of Rome was To called, 
becauCe that a man's bead— which Inigbt 
bav« been a woman's, for ongbt'tbey live w 
— the gender does not lie there— -happened 
to have been dug joot of the foundation. 

From this hint, the Augurs propfaefied, 
that Rome fhould become the oapital of 

the world. You may fee what fort of 

reaConers priefts mif& have been ftom the 
beginning. 
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Rome WAt SkyUd alCo tbe miftrefs , not 
the mafter of tKe world.* —Which feema 
ftt£F|eieDtly to juftify my furmire, abore 
hinted » abont the head. 

49. Madneb ii oonfiftent— —which it 
more than can be taid for poor Reafon* 
Whatever may be the raUng padnon a| 
the time , continues equally fo throughoat 
the whole , delirium — though it fhonldlai 
for life. 

Madmen are always confiant in lore; 
which no man in his fenfes ever was.— » 
Our paifions and principles are fte^dy ia 
phrenxy; but begin to fhift and- waver » 
as we return to reafon. 

50. It is an hard cafe, that the laws 
fhottld not have made any manner of dif^ 
fersnce between murdering an hooeft man^ 
•nd only executing a fcoundrel. I really 

' think, that thefe things (Fhould always be 
tated iul vaUrem. 

\ 51. Pliny fays, that the crocodile in- 
creafes in ftrength to its lateft age, and 

dies in full vigour This would be a 

good poetical fimile for Avarice, which 

•* Grows with our growth , and flreng- 
them with our weakue(s;" 
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5s. A lady of my acqaaintanee toYdme 
one day in ^eat joy , that fhe had got a 
parcel of the moft deUghtfnl noyels to 
read that fhe had erer met with before. 
They call them Plutarch's Lives » faid 
the. — I happened 9 unfortunately, to in- 
form her lady f hip, that they^were deem- 
ed to be authentic hiftories. Upon which 
her countenance f^U, aiicL (be ntfrer read 
another line in them. 

53. A feryant maid I had once— her 
name was not Dorothy *— returned home 
erying one day , becaufe a criminal » whom 
fhe had obtained leare to go fee exe« 
cuted, happened to get a reprieve. 

She had no fpleen to the fellow— 4br 
he had been condemned only for a rape; 
Bor was fhe of a oruel natof e-^-but Qm 
had loft a fight. 

54. Ravifitts Textor has giren as a ca- 
talogue of perfons who died laughing. 

SS' The Cejc Papia forbade men to mar« 
ly after fixty, and women after fifty. 

I think the law was wrong in the ficft 
article—becaufe men may have childcen 

N * Sf e chapter JCXKIII. Ufipsragraph but oae. 
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long after thAt age— or their wires majr^ 
at leaA» which anfwers as well for the 
oomratintty. But matrimony is generalljr 
thrown away upon any woman after WiV* 
kes's number. 

To have children, is the oiriy. modeft 
reafon a woman can give -for marriage. 
And after fuch pretence has ceafed , what 
an indecent thing muft it Jbe , to Tee hec- 
proceeding to the gratification of her eon* 
copiCcenee » at the very foot of the altar? 

56. A watch ox <€lock goes the f after foe 
being foul. 

57. The famous ptincefs Catharine Sfor* 
xa» being befieged in a fortreCs by re« 
bels , was threatened by them to hare hec 
children put to death, if fhe did not.fuc* 
render the garrifon— << Do with them ai 
you pleafe," faid fhe, '*for behold I have 
a mold to caft more."-—- ^So faying, fhe 
fiepped up en the wa}l«^— I leave the 
hiftorian to tell the reft. B^. desfemmp* 
illuflres, 

I think that fhe might have been cele* 
brated for her immodefty, as Jael was 
for her treachery above women in the tent, 

58* MonfieuT Menage 9 a poet of diStn- 
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I^aifhad eaiiiieiice in France » always fent 
a eritieifm to the preCi immediately after 
^rery piece ke pablifbed^ to prore that 
lie had not one requiite' of a poet in any 
of his writings ; and that he wrote all his 
▼erfes,- intntd Alinervdy by the mere dint 
ef labour onty. What a caprice ! 

59* Alecto infpiring Amata with rage. 
Is compared -by Virgil to a boy whipping 
liis top. 

60. A(k Doctor SmolWtwiiat he means » 
fa his Travels, by the Oenoete^ the Em* 
prefs of Ruffia , and making hearen ae« 
'Countable for the death of Peter the Third 
*»Jo4ti^— 'and the predefiinatioa of her Con? 
^ ^1. There are certain ftfhes, llyled ab« 
dominalsy that have fins underneath their 
bellies — which yoor fiffamonger philofo* 
phers fay preTont their turning on their 
basks;; 

This particular, I hear, is only true of 
Hfhes, but liot of thofe animals **quue 
definunt in pifoem** 

62. Diotima , a female philofopher , was 
the perfon that initiated Socrates into the 
philofophia amatoria^ which the Platonift 
afterwards extolled fo highly. 
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€$, Tkeano, another' feinaW pliUofo-. 
pber, ufed to advife married women **to 
lay afide fhame with their elothes.'* 

This brothel -maxini Is £nely reprehend- 
ed by the chafte Plutarch, who fays^ 
That « women ollghf never to be naked , 
for when they put o£r their garments, they 
fliould elothe themfelves with modefty." 

€4. The ram« Tbeano told Timaeoni* 
4es, who had often reviled her, that, not* 
withAanding his tfnkindners, fhe alwayf 
fpohe well of him-^but had the luck fiill 
to find, that her panegyric had the fame 
fate with bis faiire-~to be equally difcre- 
dited. 

Prior, and others, have ftolen epigraaii 
from this exprelTton: 

" JTott always ^^ak ill of me, 
T alwdys /p¥ak tat II of thte^ • ^ 
Sut^fpite ofidi our noife and pother » 
The uMrld believes nor one nor t* other,** 

Paxoa. 

65. I knew a man who was governed 
hy no one principle in the world but fear. 
— —He had no manner df objection to 
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g^ing to ehatehy but left ''the devil mtglit 
Uke it ill." 

66, Tbe learned are not yet agreed, 
whether an Olympiad oootained four or 
five years. — The lufire it happily out of 
difpute^ and fixed at five. 

67. How children come to be marked « 
before they come into the world, by aa 
impreffiou made only on tlpo fight of the 
mother, is inexplicable by philofophy« 
Nay, philofophy' denies the fact, bnl 
leaves the contingency of it rather a greater 
my fiery* 

.6fi. Women entered orig|nal\y into the 
t)lympic games-^but feme eonfafion hap* 
pening once on their accounts , they were 
forbidden to appear there for the futore^ 
on pain of death , if foond dilguifed. 

Yet a woman, named Herenice, did af- 
terwards venture her Ufe, for the mere 
pleafure of wreftling and boxing there*— 
and won the priae* 

She could not 'Conceal her triumph: 
which coming to the judges' ears , they or« 
dered, that •thenceforward all athletics 
fibobld be :performed naked. . 

This my author « who it a joker, fays. 
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prerented tbeir entering the elrens fet ikt 
fiitare» but nade tkem all crowd to tke 
Ting. 

69. Solon deprired parents of all pa«i 
ternal authority over baftafdt. — The rea- 

fon lie gave for it is emrioos That as 

they were only fathers for their own plea- 
fare , this fhould be their only reward* 

Married men feem here to he nnfa* 
TOUTably diftingnifhed by Solon-**- ^^as 
mere dmdges in the Tiney ard.— * — I fup- 
pofe Solon had an ugly wife. 

70. Huchefon, in his philofophie trea* 
tife on beauty , harmony , and order, plus's 
and minus's yon to hearen or hell, by 
algebraic equations-^fo that none bat an 
expert mathematician can ever be able 
to fettle his accounts with St. Peter— and 
perhaps St. Matthew, who had been aa 
offiter in the cnfioms, mnft be called in 
to audite them. 

71. The pfeudomenos , a problem among 
the fioics — a quibble merely in words. 

72. The anacampferotes-i- a certain root 
•—the touch of which i» Cud to reconcile 
lovers. 

73. Lycurgas wae the perfon who eol« 
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; looted togatlitx all the works oi Homer 
in Afia Minor »: and brougbt them into 
Greece. 

Plato would ezdnde all the poets from 
his commpnwealth.-r'n-Obr«rTe here the 

. difference hetween a perfon who had 

. Igraied a real fliate , ' aod one wh» had 
framed only an ideal one. - 

74. Hermonidesi a'difciple of Timof 
theusy afked his matter one dmy^ How he 
fhottld coodaot himfelf , in order to ob- 
tain the prifto of mufic at a puhU^ opera 
that was then lo be performed ?- 

•<lf the theatre b^ thin/' faid tho^old 
fellow^ •*jplay your heft— for the audience 

/ may probably be felect and judicions— 
Bat to a erowded honfe , be furo yoo 
play as ill as you oan-^becaufe the mo^ 

. tltude have Midas's ears^*' . 

Hermonides-y .Ilka other young po<|pler 
afked advice which he meant not to. take 

: ^>«>exerted all his talents*-rexcelled every 
competitor — loA the pfi^;— and died that 

i very night: of the mortification he had 
received* by not taking the old .(age '» 
eounfel. 

75« Thai^e ia ant original neoeflity 10 our 
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natiiie **'to deletmine o«iitf«Wei.'*— Proti- I 

denee has tm^fanted this propenity iit 
us f to prevent fufpenfion of action » where 
reafons may be wanting » on equipeired. 

In the moft indifferent. qsCm, W;e are 
apt to feel an inelinatloa to . favoitr ohe 
, fide of a queftion jmbro than the* other.— 
Two men boxing , two horfes 'Tunning'^ 
two'coeks %hting^ two dog« foarling— 
even two firhwemen fcolding!-* though all 
equally unknown— one wHl naturally take 
part with one or tJtie othei^— ** We o^uft 
determine ourfelves." i * 

' Two oompetttorfl for a erown appear 
en the theatre of war together. Even theix 
verynaoMs fhall decide :the' point, with 
regard to us , unknowing of their refpeco 
tive titles or merits.— ^It was morally iin* 
pofftble to have remained indifferent, be«> 
tweeikMeer Jaffeir and Coffim Ally Cawn-, 
two %ival nabobs , feme time ago; I vowed 
fealty to the latter ;^ and my wife, whe» 
ther through loyalty or perverfenefs , aU 
ways took part with the firfi againft us« 

And if the ftrife fhould happen to be 
between a man and a woman » the re» 
fpective fexes fhall take dilforent fidea 'm 
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the eontealibBo- >tlioiig1i not always an 
th« part of their refpectWe genderf ^for 
women are fometiBief partial to a wo- 
man » merely hecaufe The ie one— «— but 
oftener to a man, for the fame reafon. 
No matter for the motives — we labour 
nader *' a phy fical neeef&ty of determiniog 
OBfTelTes*'* 

Jn fine, there is tint one fireggle be^ 
tween man and woman , in which both 
men and women equally with foccefii to 
one fide e#r^r-~'^to whieh part I need 
not fay.-* For as my readersmofi be either 
male or female , I fball refer the declfion 
to their joint concurrence. 

76.. Brutus was originally a name of 
contempt » giyen firft to Lucius Junius, by 
Tarquin, on account of his pretending 
madnels and folly , in order to efcape tke 
notice and jealoufy of that tyrant, who 
had pot his father and brother to death. 

Virtue can render the meanell name 
great—and Wee turn the greateft into con- 
tempt.^Liflen , ye plebeians and ye peers ! 

fj. Margaret de Valois queen of Na- 
Tarre, was Ay led a tenth mufe, and a 
£ouxth grace. 
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78. Solon (aid » that if all men were to 
eaft their misfortaoes iato one commoa 
li«ap, every perfon would rather take up 
liif own lot again » than accept an equal 
fhare with the reft. 

This is an odd expreflioa — ^for, as 
he makes the refleetioa geaeral, it. is as 
mueh as to fay, in effect, that everyone's 
evib were lofs when put in » and greater 
when taken out. This might be true of 
fbme, hot could not poffibly be (b of all. 

79. Plato faid of Oionyfius's courts at 
lits return itom Sicily » on his being afked 
vrhat he obferyed remarkable there — — 
** yidi monfirum in natura 9 honunem bis 

faturatumin dit^* ^y Jaturatum^ he 

meant merely eatiiig, not drinking. 

What would he hare faid , had he liyed 
in modern times^ and (een not only two 
meals 9 but two debauches » in the fame 
^y\ 

go. In the life of Henry Prince of Wales » 
there is a curious flory told, of a fpeech 
made by a pope, who Eleoced a pneH 
for preaching doctrines ** contrary to the 
catholic faith." 

The Koran. Vol^IIl. U 
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The man defended faimrelf , by faying 
tiiat be had advanced nothing but the 
^ofpel, and the word .of God. — To which 
his holinefs re^rlied, that this was, in ef- 
fect, "to fubverl the catholic j-eligion." 

^1.' Tiberius was the pe^foii who offered 
a premium for the inv-eniibn or contri- 
vance of any new pleafure. 

99. Providence has fupplied the bodj 
with refrefhment and medicine , in the ani- 
mal, vegetable, and mineral world — and. 
to our minds hath given , faotii for Te7ief 
and cure , religion ,mufic, and the fciences. 

Whether J write the al»ove obfervatioa 
from reflection or recollection , i do de- 
clare, moft ingenuoufly, that I cannot be 

certain this moment. Memorandum, 

that memory is apt to forgiet. 

^3. Ludovicus Jacob fays of Pontus de 
Thiard, who was both a bifho-p and a 
poet, that his erudition was too univer^ 
fal for the firft, and too profound for the 
latter. 

84. BaUac faid, tha^t Virgil had pr«. 
vented TalTo from being the firft epic poet 
loi Italy, but that Taflo had prevented 
him from being the laft. » 
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85. It is reported of Sebafiian , a very 
good Latin poet, that he could feldom 
avoid rpeaking in verfe, in his common 
eonverration. 

In general , warm people , as poets na- 
turally are , fpeak ufually in blank veife 
— --x-ezcept they fiutter. 

** I lifp'd i& numbers-ofoir the numbers 
came." 

86. The Count deBonarelli, an Italian 
nobleman, had pafled through a regular 
courre of divinity and philofophy« and 
difiinguifhed <himfelf in both thefe ftudiet. 

He was afterwards taken from thof? 
purfuits , and employed by the great duke 
q( Ferrara , in fixteen embaflies of ftate s 
in all which he acquitted himfelf witk 
great addrefs both as a politician and a 
miaifier. 

« He had aever i^tten one line of poetry 
in bis life, till he was about threcfcore 
years of age; when, having retired from 
public bufineCs, he undertook for hisamu* 
feaient a pafioral poem,, which he execute 
ed with a fame equal to Guartni's.Fafioc 
Fido and Taflb's Aminta. 
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S7. The covetons man is poor— 4>Qt the 
conteoted one -rich— «Caki BUs 4he phflo« 
Copher. 

$$. Solon built a city in CHicia » which 
be Bamed Soleis , and peopled it with a 
colony from Athens; who, mixing with 
thenatiyes of the country ^ 'Conupied their 
language 9 and were faid to folecfTe.-^Dio* 
geiies Laertius giyes us this derivation for 
the word folecitin. 

89. Simonides , a very fweet Greek poet , 
was To affected abopt ifhe -nicety of -bis 
expreffion 9 that, 'being to mention mules 
upon fome occafion , he^fty^d-them daugh- 
ters of mares. — tf pon which Diogenes •taU 
lied him » by aCking, whether they we«e 
not daughters of affes as well ? 

fo. In -Plato's Phedon , Socrates fays^ 
that while the foul is immerfed in mat- 
ter , *< it fiaggers » firay s » frets » and is giddy 
Hke a man in drink." 

Thece is a 4>»flage in the Pfalms , fsom 
whence one muft be«lmoft certain he mutt 
bave borrowed this4mage.— >*-** They<r6el 
to and Ifo , and ftagger like a drnnken 
iuan , and are at «helr Wiit'a end." Pfiiliii 
top ^jsxfe 27. 
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Here, not only the fimile is the fame^ 
«nd the expreffion almoft fo— as near as 
different tranflations of the fame text, net 
jperformed '-by the 'Septaagint , can be tup* 
pofed to approach— —but the very ooca^ 
fions are parallel alfo. The firft defcribes 
4he fiate of the Tout , under the incumbran^ 
ces of 'Corporeal affections » and the lattec 
f peaks of men unalRfted -by gpaoe. 

91. Plato allowed mirth and w4ne to old 
men, but forbade them both to young 
ones. To be merry and wife , might have 
been a proyerb deduced ^om this law. 

'But Plato's reafon was truly philofo* 
phic— — «that , while our natura^l cheerful- 
liefs and fpirits remain , we *fhould never 
ntd incitements. To fpur a<free hovfe 9 toon 
makes a jade of him. 

^93. Antigonus faid , ** Qui Afacedoniae 
regem erudite omnes etiatnfubditos erti^ 

dif* « Qualis mx^ talit gre^,*' fays 

fomebody etCs. 

This is not alwajFS to. it is ondy what 
nay be Aylod a capable truth. — Virtue 
will not be fufficient-**- —for example alone 
won't do. The king muft have both fenCe 
jMid fpirtt too. He Thoiild let all hU hoiiA^ 
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ti«s» honoQTs* and pfefcfrmenU , flow in 
one«h«fte chaBnel , aimI, like heavea , bnb« 
lis to our good* 

93. Is it not an amazing tiling ^ that men 
fhall attempt, to inve^ate the myftery of 
tlie redemption, when, at the fame time 
that it is propounded to us as an article of 
faith Tolely , we are told, that <«The very 
angels have defired to pry into it in vain ? 

94. See the character of Francis David 
Sterne , in the Annual Regifter 4br the year 
$760, and compare it with the jealous 
phrenKy of Jean Jacques Rouffeau. — The 
unaccountable caprices of human nature! 

95. I aCked an. hermit once in Italy, 
bow he could venture to live alone « in a 
fingle cottage, on the top of a ihountain, 
a mile from any habitation? — He replied « 
that '* Providence was his very next doer 
neighbour. " 

96. A library. 
Flerumque in .qudjimtdae pifdetn pofui ^ 
forihu9 peffulum abdo^'-^AmbitiQneni au- 
tentf amorem^ Ubidfnem ^ iwarituun ejr« 
€lud0t quorum parens eft ignavia^ impe^ 
ritia nutrue-^ei in ipfo aeternitatis gre* 
NMe« inter tot illuftr^s animosjedemi mihi 
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Jiimo^ cum ingenti ^uidem anirno , utjith' 
inde magnatum me mifereat , qui fcH* 
citatem hanc ignorant. 

HBlMSIVf« 

In the woHd^ you arc ftibiect to everj 
fool's humour — ^In a'lihrary you can make 
^very wit fubject to youri. 

HeM'R'Y AZfB Frances, 

97/ Tife^marefckal de Bellegarde was 
a lover, and a favourite x>f Anne of A u- j 

Aria's /hut happened to he difcarded upon \ 

the following 4^cca(ion : 

When he was taking leave of her Ma- ^ 

jeily , to repair to his comman4 in the array y 
hefolicited her, with an air of paflfion and 
inyllery» to. give him her hand; which » 
after fhe had , with a hlufh , Come hefi- 
tation, and turning afide her head, 

-^'Witli neck retorted » and ohlique re* 

at Tength conCented to , he Applied it irit* 
mediately *Mo the h4lt of bis fword." 

A moft ftupid piece ^fold-fafhiofied gal* 
lantry^ to he Cure.— Bu^ohferv*, at the 
ram« time , the uoao^ountable caprice of 
woman , in his difmflTa]. 
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1)8. Plutarch lias a fine ex^xeftituk, with 
aegard to fome woman of learning , hn» 
mility, and virtae--- That her ovoaments 
were fuch as might he parehafed without 
money, and would render any woman's 
life both glorious and happy. 

. 99. Extraet— ir/ii/<? ntftU* 

Adam fignifiesearth , and Eye life.— But , 
not toiiffift Mpoa Hebrew definitions, man 
was originally made ofiheiiead earth- 
but woman .of the living man— -therefore, 
of a more excellent nature. There are ao 
eontlufibns To ftrong as thofe Chat are 
drawn from the petition principiim 

J 00. Another fragment in faTont of the 
rex: 

Jt IS remarkable, ihat as ^by a wontan 
we were all undone , To l>y a woman we 
were all retrieved again. 

For as the virgin conceived wilbovt the 
co-operation of man, all the human na- 
ture that Chrift took upon himfelf , muft 
have been derived entirely from the ismi* 
nine gender. 

101. The Laplanders hav^ odd jiotions. 
They encomcage the killing of bears in 
their country ; and Jiare framed this I4W, 




k 



liii mm I 



T H B K O R A N> 944 

t-bat any man who deftroys one ,< fhall be 
exempted from cohabiting .with his wife 
for a week — and fo on, toties quoths, 

102. Heraclitus was the'perfon who firft 
introduced the burning of the dead, upon 
this philofophy, that fire was the predo* 
minant principle of all things; and that, 
by fuch dilFolution, the aethereal flame^ 
or foul of man, was better and fooner 
purified and difunited from the groflhefs 
of matter. 

103. The doctors of the Sorbonne, ixt 
the year 1550, caufed a prieft to be de* 
prived of his benefice, for pronouncing the 
words quifquis and quamquam , as the/ 
are fpelled , inflead , of kifkis and kan' 
Aam, as they had reformed them. 

Which were the greater fools « they or 
the priefi? 

104* Sophocles has written a tragedy » 
which confifls of but one entire monologue, 
of a perfen complaining and lamenting a 
fore heel. See the Phiiocteies. 

105. In the whole Hebrew dictionary 
there is not one word to expreCi nature or 
philofophy« - 

TV ICoran. Vol. III. X. 
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io6. Pythagoras was the perfon who 
£rfl changed the arrogant appellation of 
fophofly or wife man, to philofopher^ or 
a lover of wifdom. 

107. What a ravage race of men muft 
the ancient Romans have been , who had 
bat one word, hofiis, in their langoagey 
for an enemy and a foreigner 7 

lOg* Hume fays, ** Can we expect that 
a government w^Jl be well modelled by 
a people, who know not how to make a 
fpinning* wheel, or to employ a loom to 
advantage ?" 

lop. A good fimile^as concife as a 
king's declaration of love. 

110. Sir Ifaac Newton fianding by the 
fide of a quarry, faw a Aone fall from 
the top of it to the ground — «• Why fhould 
this Hone, when loofened from its bed, 
rather defcend, than rife, or flyacrofs? . 
Either of thefe directions muft have been 
equally indifferent to the fione itfelf." 

Such was his foliloquy; and this the 
£rfi philofophic reflection he had ever 
made. This led him firft into confidering 
the nature of gravity, etc. — So that to a 
mere aocident we owe all thofe deep re* 
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fearches , and ufeful dircovetiM , witli 
which he h^s finee enriched the fciencef • 

111. Plutarch imputes the ceafing of 
many of the oracl.es , to the world's being 
thinner peopled at that time than for* 
merly.— "The gods. Cays he, would not 
deign to ufe fo many interpreters of their 
wilfs to fo [mall an handful of people." 

112. Solon was the perfon who granted 
a power to parents of putting their children 
to death— Who was it that gave them 
authority to'condemn their daughters to » 
nnnnexy? 

113. Plutarch commends Attains for de* 
ftroying all his own children in order t^ 
leave his weahh and kingdom to his ne* 
phew. 

One unnatural action induced another— , 
ForAttalus's' reafon for fo doing, was that 
his brother, the father of that nephew « 
had left him his heir, in wrong to his- 
own fon. 

114. Men affect parrots, that difgrace 
humail lpeech«-and are fond of monkies, 
that ridicule human action. 

1 15. Great eaters hare generally but dull 

X « 
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intellects— The dromedary is faid to have 
four ftomachs. 

116. A very cnrioas and aathentic let- 
ter has heen lately brought to light , from 
the' queen of Scots to EUrabeth-— which 
makes tl^e tatter's chaftity not to be fo 
problematical a point as general hiftory 
had left it to us; See the Annual Reglfiet 

117. See the contrafted character of 
young Servin , in Sully's Memoirs, for an 
extraordinary infiance in human nature. 

1 1 8« Mr. Spence » in his Pplymetis ,■ Uys » 
that there muft have been a nymph whofe 
name was Aura— or Prociis could never 
have conceived ai^ealodfy at the expref- 
fion of CephalnSy jiura V€ni, 

How could a perfon of his tdfie , and 
excellent criticifm , pollibly make fo poor 
a comment! This paflage certainly does 
not in the leaft prove that there ever was 
fuch a nymph , but only that Procrisima* 
gined there was^ 

Had he remembered Shakefpeair, he 
would have known , that 

*^ Trifles light as air , are , to the feaioui » 
Confirmations Jlrong f" etc. 
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119. Mr. Speiice is fhamefVilljr miftaken 
in another paffage too. He fays that the 
Hamadryads were not reputed by the 
poets to have been the fouls of particular 
trees, but the nymphs of the w;oods in 
generaL 

But thefe latter were always diftinguifh- 
ed <by the title of Oryads , — from whence 
Druids y-^ ~and the former were only 
thought to be the lives of trees. 
. ito. The feeing an object difiiiictly, 
with one eye, and the not feeing it double 
with two, muft appear to be an unac- 
countable circumftance in vifion.— r --•'^I'o 
fame philofopfaical quefiion may be ap* 
plied to hearing, 

121. What fcolds muft women haye 
been deemed from the beginning, Whea 
all the familiars , the familiares , or female 
genii , were fty led Junones 7 

122. I was acquainted once with a gal* 
lant foldier, who affured me that his on- 
ly meafure of courage was this : 

Upon the firft fire , in an engagement, 
be immediately looked upon himfelf as 
a dead, man* He then bravely fought out 
the renuiader jof the day, perfectly re* 
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;§ardleCi of all manner df danger » as be- 
4C0Bieft a dead man to be. 

So that all the life or limbs he earned 
back again to his tent , he reckoned as 
rdear gains — or, at. he himfelf expieiFed 
it, fo mush out of the fire. 

i«3. A man is fhorter, Randing up, than 
lying along. He is certainly near fix lines » 
or about half an tnch^ longer, in bed» 
than when up. 

194. Peculisirities in Clarke's Latin, 
-grammar: 

He reckons but revenpart& of (peech, 
leaving out the pronoun and participle, 
.and fubfiituttng the adjectiVe for both. 

He admits only five cafes. of nouns, xe* 
jecting the vocative.-^His reafon for this 
is curious. — See the note, page i. 

The order of his cafes too ftanda thus: 
--Nominative, accufativd* genitive, da- 
tive, and ablative^ 

135. About the middle otthe thirteoath 
century , and in the pontificate of Grego- 
ry the Ninth , a curious incident happened. 

Count Gleichen was taken prifoner , in 
an engagement againft the Saracens , and 
condemned to Ilavery. He was employed 
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at .work in the gardens of the feragUo, 
and happened to be taken notice of by 
the Sultan's daughter.— — She found out 
that he was a perfon of difiinction , eon* 
ceived a pallion for him, and offered 
to contrive jiis eCcape , if he would mar* 
Ty her. 

He honeftly told her that he had a wife 
already. She replied, that fhe madevflo 
tnanner of femple of that circumftance » 
as the cttfiom of her country allowed men 
a plurality. Upon thefe terms then they 
agreed, and had the fortune to get fafe 
together to Venice. He haftened to Rome » 
made Gregory acquainted with th'e parti- 
culars of the ftory, and, upon promife to 
make Mifs Saracen turn Catholic « obtain- 
ed a dirpenfation to keep both wives. 

The firft wife was fo much rejoiced at 
recovering her hufband upon any condi- 
tioJlSf that fhe acquiefced in the articles » 
and fbewed herfelf grateful, in the higheft 
infiance, to his fair deliverer. The ftory 
mentions another unnatural circuuiftance 
alfo in this matter — that the Saracen bad 
no children, but Chewed a mother's fond- 
nefs towards thofe of her rival.— — What 
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"pit^r that fbe did not leare fome of ber 
^reedliehind hei! 

At Gleichen they ftill coiltiniie to fbew 
tlie bed in which they all three ufed to 
fleep peaceably together — which , for that 
Teafon, might move properly befiyledtbe 
grave. 

They were all buried in the fame tomb, 
'in the church of the Peterfberg Henedie- 
tines 9 and lie under a ftone, with tbis epi- 
-taph , which the coont , whooutli^ed them 
1»oth, ordered to be inforibed -upon it: 

'** Here lie the bodies of two rival wive9» 
who, with unparalleled affection, loved 
-each other as fitters, and me cjctremely. 
—The one fled* from Mahomet, to follow 
her hufband-^-^the other was willing to 
embrace the fpoufe fhe had recovered.*- 
United by the ties of matrimoniai love, 
we had , when living , but one nuptial bed ; 
and , in our deaths,* only one marble to 
cover us.** 

126. Plato defcribes two Cupids — a ce- 
leftial and a terrefirial one. — Perhaps he 
meant thus to divide the ancient opinion 
of the two urchins , who are faid one to 
caufe, and the other to ceafe, lo^e— >Qr, 
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jBOve likely , to difiinguifh Platcmie love 
from the natural one. 

127. Sir Francis Bacon fays, tbe mores 
are in league together with time, and pre- 
ferve the privileges of the golden age-^ 
.Poetry fuhfifts after ftates and empires arc 
loft. The poet's life unites fafe^ with dig- 
nity 9 pleafare y/ith merit ^I wifh J could 
add* profit alfo-^and beftows admiration 
without envy. It places a man in the feaft, 
and not in the throng--;-in the light , bat 
not in the be^it. 

itg* It was fatdy very ju^y, and re- 
finedly , hy a lady » mentioned in one of 
Swift's letters, that in men, defire begets 
loTO^and in woman , love begets defire. 

129. Quid tarn dignum mifericordia , 
ptam tmfelr? 

130. I penfierijlretti^ td ilvifo fcioli^ ^ 
was Sir Harry Wooton's advice through 
life. 

131. In Comus, fpeaking of midnight 
fhout and revelry, upon joyful occafionj, 
Milton juftly £ayfl, *<they thanked the 
gods amife." 

132. A ipan mull be born a fchoolmafter. 
He mnft be more or lefs than man, fays 
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Le Sage , in his Bachelor of Salamanca , 
to preferve his patience. 

133. It is furpriling that there fhould he 
perfons on the face of the earth , who love 
themfeWes fo little, -as to fret at every 
thing, to be conftautly out of humour, 
and fet the whole world againft them. 

134. I liave long -ceafed'to wonder at 
■all the operations of Nature, except one. 

Take a feed of a fruit tree, or a flower; 
cut it to pieces, or brifife it in a mortar, 
and you will perceive but one colour in * 
It. Sow another grain of the fame kind, 
-«ndit fhall produce flowers or fruits, con* 
taining every tint in the rainbow. 

The lynx-eyed philofopher may per« 
Tuade himfelf, that he 'fpies the future 
tree, or flower, in the prefont feed— l^u( 
he can never perfuade me, that he fees, 
-or forefees , their future colours there. 

There appears to^ be fomething more 
here, I confefs, than mere fecond caufes, 
requilite to account for foch a phenomenon. 

135. In a French book I was reading 
Ibme time ago , I met with a ftupid exer« 
cife of wit, of which I give you here a 
(pecimen, merely becaufe it is new, in a 
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^difiicli of 'French verfe, wrote io the fo'U 
lowing manner: 

'Off-*-/ tf— -- » /yx— flf-—-.^--r---.«- /--—•»• —^ 

JP"' p y^ <l- €f y: c— — — • 

Another, in Latin Yerfe. 
■O /» — f— /I.—— m- — p — »— — »— — ^ 
^ ^ ^- y — "J'" e— f— d'-""-* f-"^ I 

Another y in Englifb. 
^— /•— ''»— ^-rr » *— /— ^— « c— -^ 

If you have nothing elfe to do , try fo 
puzzle thefe out. It will he bettej than 
drinking or falling afleep , or fretting he* 
caufe you have not a thoilfand pounds 
a-year. 

13^. The following infcription, taken 
from Alderfgate, is a conceit of the fame 
kind with the former — —'but miieh more 
foolifh » becaufe more infremous aud di^^ 
cult. The language is Latin. 

Qu an tris di e mil fira 

OS guts ti ro um nerc vit, 
H fan chri mi t mu la 

If you have a tucn for riddling , I fhall 
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leare you to amufe yonrfelf with the a- 
bove laborions dallnefs » after you have 
difpatched the former carrity-witchets. 

137. I knew a common fellow once 
who had been born a fool.—He was an 
exeellent4abourer , and , barring accidents^ 
the bed verbal melTeDger in the country 
where he Uved. 

While he was receiving his inftructions, 
he ofed always to hold one hand on the 
-oppofite ear , left the directions fhoald fteal 
through it — and the inftant you had done, 
he would clap his other hand upon the 
liflening ear, and ran off with the fiory 
ta the perfon appointed to receive it. 

But if, by accident, he happened to 
fall y or was any otherwife obliged to take 
off either of his hands from his ears, he 
immediately loft all remembrance of the 
melTage, and would return back, crying 
for frefh inftructions. 

138. The heft account for t,he belief of 
miracles has been given by Gil Bias— 
He fays, that "the marvellous firikes the 
imagination ; and when once that has been 
gained over^ the judgment has no longer 
fair play^" 
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139. A cttrioos fentenee I once met with , 

I don't }^now "whtre^^^* If urniiij i^ g gui 

ob anti^uitatem deberet vffh JapUnS ^ Jem' 

per Jiultizat i et nuUisJiageUis dlierdtur; 

Jed , ut puer, vult rafis et Jioribus core- 

nariJ* 

140. Vitam regit firtuna^ nonfapien-* 
jf ia-:— -^This u arery bad moral, and I 
wonder how the author of TuHy's Offices 
eould fuffer it to efeape him. 

- 141. Lycurgus, in order to confirm his 

eftablifhment for ever y took a journey to 

Dtelplios, on pretence of confulting the 

oraole; firft obliging the king, fenate and 

people , in an oath, not to alter the ftate 

till his return. 

' He then retired into voluntary exilement * 

for ltfe.^What a deal of virtue and fim^ 

plicity muft they have had in thofe days \ 

149. £je Jenfibus ante caetera homini 

taetuSf deinde guflktms — reiiifuis Jupera* 

fur a muitu — Afuilae clarias eernunt--^ 

Vultures fagacius odoraktur*^ -^Utfuidius 

audiunt Ta^ae, ^brutae terra, Plin. Nat« 

Hid. 

143. Maria is the only woman in the 
wotld whom fmiies become nQt« She is 
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baautifal w&en grave, but looks like an 
idiot wheooTer fke laughs. 

If I was her lover » I fhould be con«^ 
ftantly picking of quarrels wiln her, in 
order to preferve my donftanoy. — For the 
maxim of amantium ira y etc. is moft pe« 
culiarly applicable here* 
. 144. How imperfect muft the ftate of 
orthography have been, when there wais 
no inore difference between the numerals 
that exprefs four and two hundred, than 
■7 anch T ! 

145. Homer, Hefiod', Aefop, the Seven 
Wife Maftexs, as they are fiyled, and the 
Sybils, were all born under the Affyrian^ 
called the firft monarchy. 

146. Had all pofllble mufical tones been 
exhaufted by Nature, that fhe was forced' 
to fuffer the raven to croak, the owl to 
fcreech, the peacock to fcream, andihe 
hog to grunt or fqueel? 

147. The Emperour Adrian, who wrote 
the familiar ver&cles to his foul , and was 
a p^rfon of furprizing knowledge and lite» 
Mture, for a king, preferred Cato to Cice* 
ro, and Ennius to Virgil. ' 

148* Septimius Severus, the nineteenth. 
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Boman emper^ar , died at York » in Great 
Britain. 

There was fomething moft remarkably 
amiable in his perfon. His Ton Caracal la 
attempted to flay him, juft afler he had 
declared him his fuccelTory but was pre<* 
rented by his guards. 

The good old man refented only , but 
revenged not , the intended parricide ; and, 
retiring into his palace , fell ill imme* 
diately , and died of grief. 

I admire the philofophy in him that for- 
gave , but more love the nature In htm 
that felt. 

149. Conffanlins^ the laCl of the Pagan 
Boman emperours , and father of Conflan- 
tine the Greats died alfo at York. 

150. He)iogaba1us>, though a fad dog, 
infiituted one very favourable, and there* 
fore juft, law-^which was the efiablifhing 
a fenaale juHfdiction , to fit in judgment 
upon all trials relative to the fax. 

I think that fuch a fupplemeat is much 
wanted in our own conftiuition. How can 
a female culprit be faid to be tried by her 
peers , without a female jury ? But upon' 
jjl indictments for ravifhmentf particitlac* 
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ly » I would have women only impamiel- 
ed.«->— For the bufinefs, upon fuch oc* 
eafionsy ought undoubtedly to be, rathei 
to examine the accufer, than to try the 
accufed. 

Now, gtils often gi?e themfelreV great 
airs about being ravifhed^ though nothing 
night have been farther from their though li 
at the time. They might perhaps have been 
to, in a natural fenfe , though not in a 
legal one — which is all I pretend to con- 
tend for. And how is it polTible foi a man , 
or even twelve men, to declare upon theit 
confciences, under which ofthefe predica- 
ments the evidence might have laboured? 

Women then, mofi certainly , muft be 
, the befi judges in thefe my Series of the 
bena dea , and can quicklier difcover whe- 
ther the teflimony arite from a fpirit of 
ehafiity, of extortion, or extenu»«ion of 
the juror's own frailty. And 9k man ought 
only to be condemned up«n the firE eate- 
gory.— For, if the ^c^ iifelf fhould be 
thought fufficient '0, convict him, bis ho* 
tinefs the F^pe himfelf mufi infallibly 
Aiffer. 

iip« In the fourteenth century, one Ni« 
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eolao Gabrini di Rienzi, one of tbe loweft 
of the people of Rome , had fpirU and 
ambition enough to conceive a defign of 
compailing the fovereignty of the city— — > 
and without money, friends, alliance!, or 
military force « by the mere dint of orato- ^ 
rjr and peiTe-verance , he did ait length «f« 
fectually obtain his object , and arf ired aUb 
to fuch a pitch of power and influence, as 
to aw« Ceveral of the potentates of £a- 
TO]pe , and to be admitted an arbitrator of 
kingdoms, 

152. Even fo late as near the beginnin|( 
of the fixteenth century, a certain prieA^ 
having met wilh this palFage , in fome Greek 
author, o vsq i^iv avKo^j mens humana 
immaterialis eji p and finding, in his Lexi* 
con that Kv'Xoq fignified a flute or pipe, 
brought no lefs than fifteen arguments, ia 
an academical exercife , to prove the humaa 
foul to be a whifile. 

153. H«uxy the Fourth , emperour ofGer* 
Many , r«ceiv«d the imperial diad-em front 
the hands ofPope.Ceiefiine — -^who after 
he had placed it on his head, while he 
was on his knees, kicked it ofiP agaia 

The JCeran. V9I. III. Y 
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mith bis facred toe., to fhew hU aUtli«- 
xitjr orer the kings of the earth. 

154. The Jews fent legates to Olirei 
Cromwell , to know whether he was not 
4he true MelTiah. 

155. Pope Julius the Second was let^d" 
«ng the Bible , when an acconntwitf brought 
liira of his troops being beaten by the 
French.— ALFpon which he threw down the 
book OB the floor, out<of r-efentment to the 
partiality of Heaven. 

156. The name of France is a leprQack 
to the nation. It was derived from a people 
«r.ho were dejnominated Francs , from the 
remarkable (pirit of liberty &r which the^ 
liad been diftinguifhed. 

But after they had fo poorly fuccumbed 
<o arbitrary Xway, the ancient name oi 

Gaul would better have become them 

and the dunghill, not the game-«cock, 
iThould^e their enfign. 

157. Stephen Barthorius., a king of Po- 
land, faid, that God had referved thre« 
things to himC&'lf the power of .crea- 
tion, the knowledge of future events and 
the dominion over our confcfen^ea. 

1^8* The Romans were a wicked people 
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in their public policy , thougli virtuous in 
their private morals. They made ufe of 
the bafeft , moft oppredive , and moft cruel ^ 
methods of aggrandizing their empire-——* 
by fubjecting all their neighbours to the 
yoke firft , and then, by the help of Haves 
of their own making , extending their ty- 
ranny over the reft of the world. The pu» 
nica pdes of the Carthaginians was never 
fo great, as the fatthleflfnefs and treachery 
«f the Romans. 

159. Ancient Rome rendered herfelf 
niftrers-—'— which is worfe than maf* 
ter— — of the world » under her confuls, 
by the fam^ methods that fhe continued 
£0 afterwards under her popes. 

The good of the ^ commonwealth , was 

the former pretext and the good of the 

church y was the latter one. Thefe being 
the £rfi principles ;. to which all others 
\eere to be fubordinate, whatever vice^ 
falfehood, or oppTelTion, that could fa- 
vour either of thefe dominions, were con* 
' fidered ^s public virtue , or pious fraud. 

i6o.lt was lucky 9 and worthy of re- 
mark, that juft when the Greek and Ro- 
plan fiory had rifen to the highefl pitch of 

Y t 
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perfonal heVoifim, glory, Tirtae, and ex- 
Ainplc**-— and tliat kifiory bad been lo 
full poflTefljon of the facts— -their languages 
fbould fall fuddenly into corraptjlon aad 
^ecay, by ^ the deftruction .of their em- 
pires , to as to become dead ones. 

It is by this means that they haye ob- 
-tained to become elaffical fiodies , and we 
read their authors imiverfally , or univef* 
filally , at lead , with pleafnre and improire- 
nient — which it had heen impofllbte to 
-haye done, had tbofe tongues, like the 
living ones , continued fiill to have been 
•altered-, commixed, or enriched, and fe 
liave become obCblete , as ihey muft have 
done, long before the aera when they 
•were firft eftablifhed at a fiudy in the 
European xoUeges. 

i6i. Beyle , in his Seraphic Love, fays , 
'* Our Saviour is (o near unto Qjod , wthat 
he might wefl have faid , / and tAi^ fa- 
ther ate one.** — By which he Teems to have 
thought , that Chri-ft ^poke ooXy fi|;urative« 
ly in fuch exprefllone. 
' Boyle had fiudied the icripture^ , both 
as a commentator and 4ivine. Nay, in 
the beginning of the twentieth feetioa of 
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bw very wofk , he exprefsYy fays , that he 
had taken fome *< pains in the fiudy of 
^ontroYerfial divinity." 

His albitities were great , and his renfe 

•of religion warm fo that, both as an 

enthufiaft and a theologift , he would pro* 
"bably hai^e deitvered himfelf more Atha* 
nafianly , K he had net been retrained , 
-both as a metaphyfician and an expo* 
fitor. 

i6s. Lewis the thirteenth took part4ca« 
-lar notice of De fietz , afterwards cardi- 
nal 9 for his generofity and virtue , in plae« 
4ng a girl in a convent , who had beea 
fold to him by her mother; as alfo for 
bis bravery, in defiring his atagonift to 
4«ke np his fword again, whibh he had 
droptyOU hisioot flipping in a duel with 
liim. 

The attending to fuch inftances, of ma* 
jgnanimity'and virtue, in private life, io 
the being a king. This is the only way 
that a monarciiy can be faid to be pre- 
ferable to a commonwealth. 

As this is the moft charming prerogative 
with which princes are endued , I am fur* 
pxifed that they are not fipnd 4>f exerting 
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tt oftener dian tbejr do » durhig tbeir ab* 
vndant leifure.-^ — Tot, like Lucre tius's 
godsy they generally leave the affairs of 
the world to take care-of themfelves , uader 
the agency of but fecond^beft caufes— «t the 
direction of chance , not choice— and their 
minifiers tak-e care, or 4on't take care^ of 
all the bufinefs of Aate, without ever troub- 
ling them— ^till afler it is done— — «or un« 
done. 

i<63. Doctor Young did , that Fope had 
put AcbiUes into petticoats again— -—al- 
luding » I fuppofe, to his £rft difguife 
among the daughters ^f Lycomedes, 4ind 
to the fetters of rhyme^ 

164* What has rurprifed me mofi in hif- 
tory , 4s , to read of To few kings who have 
abdicated their thrones— not above « do* 
een or two at the moft! 

165. I Chirted myfeK this morning the 
moment I got out of bed^ There happen- 
ed td be a lai<ge bier glafs juft before me, 
which expofed me to myfelf , fiark naked. 
I had never, in all my li£e, feea fuch a 
jfight before. 

I am fubject to reflections, and flood, 
for near a miaute , philofophizing on my 
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iigufe, with my arms tClnimho^ teremb* 
ling^ both in Chape and 4;omplexion , one 
of -your new-fafhtoned brown Dutch tea 
kitchens — but alas ! without a falamander. 

Upona clofe Terutiny on all my parts, 
I ^oold fairly account for every inch, 
member, or.circumfiance about me, except 
my nip^s.*- The horfe , the bull , the 
«am— nor even the baboon, which cornea 
jieareE to man— — ^^have them not.— No 
other male animal of the creation is in* 
-cumbered with fuch parts , as actually ap- 
jpearto be-ofno more ufeto noe than they 
are to the lady mothers, mentioned in 
jchapter xxxiii. 

166. A Cblution of /the three riddles men- 
tioned in number 135. 

<0 cieli donne ^ 4non ^otur des forci§ 

fuffifantes. 
Four poimoir /uppori^ -des douJeurs fi 
euifafftes, 

O fmhitam iongae tnaneaf pars ultimm 

Spiritut^ ^t quantum/at erit tua di^4' 
r^ facta i 
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Fearjirft made gods^ tie impious atheifi 

crUSf 
And fkar unmade tJkem^ the divine re* 

plies* 

You can eafily tee tke «otttriwinoe of 
tt.-^ — The imtials only ol daeh word are 
let down, and a dot made for every let* 
iCT in tt. . , 

I here make a pre Pent of thiii myftery to 
•the public, for the benefit of the prels. It 
miW be a much better method of defigning 
names that one dares not print- out, than 
ibe 0QmttK>n way 4^i Arr-— • B«->— '^^ etc* 
As for example, Suppofe yon had been 
abufing a corrupt mifltifter till yon were tired 
—but indeed , right ' or wrong , they are 
all abufed — and then were to conclude 
your fpite , with (aykig. The man I mean 
is S— — h , — how jeadily might one mif- 
take ihis €or Sandwich ? But- ware it wrote 

thus , S , the ohloqiiy would be ob« 

Tiated — —nor would the candid publie 
(uffer malignity to avail itfelf of the old 
quibble, h non ejl ///^ra— -^ -*>while the 
decypherer would foon end the difputey 
hy confiming it into 5ejanus« 
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1^7. An f;i|ilaA»Atiou'Qf the inrcription 
iu number 136: 

Qttos anguis trifii diro cum vulnere 
firavit, 
. Hos /anguis Chrifli miro turn munere 



By coropaiing thefe two palTages tcge- 
tber f^yon ma)r fee! kow artfully -. the middle' 
line ef (hie former is made up from parts 
of the firAy which ferre equally to anfwer 

to the fragments of the latter. J^iff^- 

cile$ nmg€ii, 

ids* Female yaaity. — ^ Even Mipar- 
va, the goddels of wildom.,. is faid to hate , 
caft ayraj her pipe , upon being told hy 
her maids of honour » that it ufed to dif* 
cempofe her features^and would never 
fu£Eer herfelf to be ferved, as all the other 
g{9d4efl^hadfo noterioufly been, for fear 
of rpoilljQ|^J(er fbape. 

i(!i^. A friend of mine once had conceir- 
e4 a partieular itveifion to>perfons who^ 
had been born with red hair. He carried 
this lirange prejudice to an extravagant 
'length. He ufed to fay, that he could never . 
jconfidai^ H friend. ftr,* miilrefs of this com« 

Thefioran, Vol. IU. Z 
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plexioa-^for that the men were falfe, and 
women frifky. 

An inftance or two of this kind Bad 
determined bis philofophy, with as much 
leafon as the jockey, in an old flory^had 
for the reverfe— who having once met with 
a good horfe , who happened to be cropt> 
eared y pronounced that cropt-eared bor- 
fes were naturally good.^— A barber too 
recommended white-hafted raxore from the 
fame experience. 

Red hair is only a fign— if it be any fign 
at ali—of warm or lively affections; and 
operates ^according to tbe ruling paffion , 
of love , religion , ambition , play , revenge, 
etc. — which differs'; equally both in men 
and women of all complexions. And I 
have always found more virtue in warm 

affections, than in lukewarm ones. 

Warm paflions may be tempered , but cold 
ones can never be brought tojeetk, 

170. In the Paflflon, painted by Michael 
Angelo, the Virgin is finely defcrlbed , 
according to hei peculiar circumftances>-~ 
though certainly moft abfurdly , under the 
general idea of fuch a fituation. 

She Hands unmoved, and looking on the 
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fuffenngs of her Sod , without grief, with* 
cot pitjTy without regret, without tears— 
becaufe fhe is fuppofed to have knowa 
that the event was to be finally happy. 

What different opinions mufi a ChriF- 
tian and a Muffulman form of this piece? 

171. Nunc itaque et verfus ^ et eatttra 
ludicra pono ; 
Quod verum , atque decens , euro , 9t rogo » 
et omnis in hoc fum. 

HoR. Epist. 

I met lately with the following lines, 
which are, infenfe, andalmoft in woids, 
the very fame with the former: 

Hie igitur verfus , et eaetera ludicra pono ; 

Quod verum , afque bonum eji , inquiro ^ 

. et totus in hoc fum. 

The author of the latter lines was not 
quoted y In the paflage from whence I have 
taken them— whiek was the Lemma to 
the Idyllia of Theocritus, tranflated by 
Creech. So that I «annot determine Which 
might have been the plagtarift, by com- 
paring their different aeras. 

Is not this a precious morfel for the cri* 
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iicft ? Let me conjecture about it. My opi- 
nion is , that Creech meant to have quot- 
ed Horace; and hts memory failing him, 
heteight haw fapplied tire verfe o^ oi 
'hU own ^ead— as is frequently the •cafe, 
'in repeating without book. 

My reafon is this— —Creech tranflated 
Horace , though badly ; but mufi certainly 
have remembered the above paflTage in. 
liim— and I cannot fuppofe that he would 
have taken worfe lines to the fame pur- 
pofe from any other writer. 

Now the verunt, atqut bonutni in the 
latter difiich » are » in firlctnefs of pbik)- 
fophy , the fame thing. — Sut there is a 
beautiful diftinction between the verum^ 
atque deeens ^ in the firfi lines. Horace 
joins manners with morals , and adds good- 
breeding to virtue. 

Perhaps the anonymous linef above 
quoted may be in Lucretius-^I have retad 
but little of him — from whom Horace is 
faid to have borr&wed not only his prin- 
ciples of the Epicurean philofophyy but 
to have taken feveral paffages out of his 
writings --among which this may poffibly 
be one that he has improved. 
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Creech tranHated both of thcfc authors , 
and might naturally be Tuppofed to hare 
been partial to the one which he had the 
be& faecefs with. 

1 72, •« As obftinate as a pig in an entry." 
This would have been a fitter fimlle for 
Homer to have applfed to Ajax or Dio- 
mede-- Which is it? for I will not take 
the trouble to look, though the Iliad lies 
now on my table. "^ 

Madame Dacier defends the allufion to 
the afs , in fuch a way as deferves not a 
ferious anrwer,— She had much better have 
agreed with Horace , and have ran*ked that 
£mile under the head of 

Jiliquando bonus dormitat Homerus. 

173. Ariftoile's Art of Poetry is thebeS 
efteemed piece of criticifm among the an- 
cients. How came he to excel both Horace 
and. Vida, though better poets, and who , « 

had Mo the adrantage of Eudying hint 
before they wrote? 

Becanfe they. only copied him— but he 
had' copied Nature;— All his rules , as Pere 
Rapin fays, are but nature methodized » 
b« leafon reduced to ^rt« 
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174. Some of the altitudes or deptlis of 
^philofophy , are , to doubt our fenfes , to 
tdifcredit out own exiftence» and to require 
impoflible demonfirations for (elf-evide«t 
-propofitioBft. 

1^. The philofopber, I tbink it was 
Des Cartes » wbo, after a world of deep 
TeflectioD , laid , *• Cogito , ergo Jum ,'* 
might as well have faid« duhito at firft^ 
and have deduced his ergo from thence at 
4>nce. — For^ in this cafe , to doubt is to 
be eertain. 

i76» See the account of the plays , Ayled 
fthe MySeries^ deXcsibed in the preface to 
Don Quixot«. 
' Cervantes ridicules penances and priefi* 

craft throughout but knows not where 

to ftop. The whipping -of Sanche, for 

the difeachantment of Z>iilcinea, and the 
twitching and pinking him for tthe refur* 
lection of ^Itifidoca* are profane aliufions.- 

in the latter maaaeuvcte, when, one of 
the executioners pinches his £ace« he cries 
•ut» *'Your fingers fmell of vinegar."— 
*^ And they gave him a (poflge, dipt ia 
Tinegar, to drink." 

In his laft voluflac, chapters XVII. and 
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XIX. he has a ftroke at the church , who 
ivill not redeem or -abfolve gratis, as thetr 
f&after did. Why flept the holy inquifitton 
M this while? 

177. I have feen whole yoluines wrote 
agaittft the real prefence , to prov« that 
matter was not capal>le of 4ibiqiihy — and 
as many more, «ot to pfove that it was. 

This is the way that libraries ^r-e filled! 
or rAther fluffed. — —I approve greatly 4>f 
Mafier^Triglyph*s fcheme fbrone, in chap* 
ter XCV. of the Triumvirate — though poC> 
£bly my own works might liave been ex-^ 
eluded from it. 

178. By the canon law« if 1^ cardinal 
be accufed of foraicatioa, there muft be 4 
feptuagint of witnelTes to prove it — So that 
Le maft kifs a girl at the market-crofs, at 
leaA, to be convicted. — How man^ more 
would t>e requifite to convict a pope? 

179. Socrates has framed ,an allegory, 
for pleafure , |is allied to pain / that le* 
fembles S^riblexihs's deCcription of the Lin* 
daniira-Indamoro. — For though tbeir facet 
«re turned di^fferjetit. ways , ther-e is no 
enjoying jDne, without ooaununicatiog with 
the^Uief^ s 
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I go. Sir Francis Baeon^— -It U enough 
juft to mention his name only, to fhew 
liow well entitled he was to remembrance 
here-- both on account of his^eataefs and 
littleneb « 

"Thd wifeftf hrigktefi^ meanefl uf 
mankindr 

1 8 1 • The ancient philofophy oiaterializ- 
«d fpirit, and the modern, in order to 
be even with it , has fpiritualized matter. 
—What extremes are men liable to run 
into« who depart one line from eommoii 
fenfe! 

182. We ridicule the Irifh , for faying 
kilt for killed.— Bat their authority bears 
fxs> lefs a name than Spenfer. 

1 83* Tarn deefi avar^ ^uodhabet , qua/n 
^uod non habet. 

1 84* Quant d laboras in Charybdi! 
Digne puer meliore flammA, 

Hoft. Lib. I. Od. 27. 

How was Tt poflible for Horace, or no 
Horace^ to be guilty of fuch'^a confuJioa 
figure 9 as to fay that a perfonwai drown* 
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ing, in one line, and worthy of a better 
flaine in another? 

This was going tkroogh fire and water 
•' f^t a metaphor , with two witifeffes. 

1B5. Among the unaccountable deltri- 
ntxis of fattman nature , there was a man , 
mentioned in ancient hifiory , who fancied 
that he had got fome of Aiifiophanes's 
frogs in his belly, crying » Bred, ekejc>^ 
eoajf, oop, o6p, 

1^6. ** T- — when, O dire omen! 

J found n^ weapon had the arras piere* d ^ 
Juji tvhere, the fatal tale was interwoven , 
How the unhappy Theban flew his fat her**- 

Orphait* 

What had the fatal tale of Oedipus (o 
do with the peculiarity of Chamont's'fitaa*^ 
tion? If he mufi have a diro omen-— — 
though I fee no reafoa for any imagery 
hero at all — he had better hare framed 
his allufion upon the Roman ftory , 

Where the infatuate brother flew hisffter; 

for this he was fierce enough to hare done 
himfelf, bad he found her guilty. 

187. Doctor Ruffel fays, that a. w«maa 
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nay bave milk^ without being pregnant, 
or haviitg bad a child. 

. igg. I am in pofleilion of a faculty, at 
any time I pleafe, of communicating a 
fonfible pleafure to myfelf , without action, 
idea, or reflection— —by fimple volition 

merely. The fenfation is in a degree 

between feeling and titillation, and re- 
fembles the thrilling which permoates the 
joints of the body , upon ftretching ai|d 
yawning. 

x89> Crabs, lobflers, toads, ferpents, 
and other animals, have been found ia- 
dofed alive , and in full vigour , in compact 
oak, and in folid ftone. 

So that it appears there are creatures 
formed by nature for refpiration, which 
yet can fufaiifi, without air, in a preter- 
natural ftate. 

Were I to have limited myfelf (blely'fo 
fuch extraordinary myfterief in natural 
phitofophy asthefe, I could hare lu^lied 
this part of my work entirely, without 
having applied to any other refort. But I 
thought that a greater variety, under the 
general he^d otJIemorabilia, might haye 
been more amufing to ay readers* 
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However, I think that I have furnifhed 
the fpeculation of the«curioas withinftances 
fufficient, in this latter clafs, to hint to 
infidels 9 that the common and^x>bvious ^ 

courfe of natare comprehends not all the . 

powers of Providence. 

Quijtudetj, oraU 

This I have faid, fomewhere^ before— 
bul it can never be too often repeated by 



Your affectionate humble ferrant, 

TRIA JUNCTA IN UNO. 

FINIS, 
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